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CHAPTER L 



Amidst the majestic solitudes and tlie sylvan 
pleasures of her delightful retreat, Anne of 
Austria found grateful repose from the fierce 
strife in which the preceding twelve months of 
her Regency had been passed. The Court was 
joyous and brilliant ; the beauty, accomplishments, 
and modest graces of Mazarines eldest nieces, 
Laura Mancini and the Countess Martinozzi, who 
appeared for the first time as members of the 
Queen's circle, brightened it with charms which 
owed nothing of their lustre to meretricious art. 
The amnesty stipulated in the treaty of Ruel, by 
re-opening France to illustrious exiles of the high 
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nobility^ gave additional splendour to the royal 
retinue. The Duke of Yenddmej returning from 
Ms long sojourn in Italy, repaired to Compeigne 
with his eldest son, the Duke ofMercoeur; and 
even Madame de Chevreuse, notwithstanding her 
recent treason at Brussels, ventured back to her 
beloved Paris. Anne of Austria, incensed by a 
step which she regarded as a new act of defiance, 
ordered the Duchess to quit the kingdom. But 
the mandate was almost immediately revoked in 
deference to the remonstrances of the First Presi- 
dent Mole ; and the Begent, softened by a penitent 
letter of submissioi^, allowed her old friend to re- 
appear at Court, and even to resume some of 
the privileges of a favourite. 

The tranquillity of Compeigne, however, was 
soon disturbed by the breaking out of dissensions 
between Conde and the Cardinal. The Prince 
had naturally expected that his birth, his genius, 
and the great services he had rendered the Crown, 
would entitle him to the lead in the Council of 
Btate. But he found, to his indignation and dis- 
gust, that, peace being re-established, he was 
reduced to play a part subordinate to that of the 
Minister. The popular sarcasm, which designated 
him Mazarines Captain of the Guard, cut him to 
the quick, and an event occuired which blew up 



into a fierce blaze the smouldering fire of liis 
jealous resentment. The Duke of Venddme, a 
cowardly and incapable Prince, pining for the 
sunshine of Court favour, from which he had been 
so long banished, proposed a marriage between 
his eldest son and Laura Mancini. Mazariu 
eagerly grasped at an illustrious alliance which 
had long been floating iu his ambitious dreams. 
Mercosur fell captive to the charms of the beauti- 
ful Italian. The Regent warmly promoted the 
match; and the Cardinals dower to his niece, 
the post of High Admiral of France for Venddme, 
with succession to his son, and an enormous sum 
of money, was not unworthy the rank of her 
intended husband. But the House of Venddme, 
the fruit of Henry IV.'s amour with Gabrielle 
d^Bstrfees, and exalted by the prodigal favour of its 
progenitor to an equal footing with the legitimate 
Princes of the Blood, had always been regarded by 
these, and especially by the Conde family, with 
scorn and hatred. The great dignity which the 
Regent was now about to confer on its inglorious 
chief, out of complaisance for her Minister, she 
had frequently refused to the brilliant services of 
the Prince ; and he thought he discerned a perfi- 
dious design, on the part of the Court, to depress 
his power, and to restore, at the expense of his 
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just claims, the faUen greatness of a rival fimifly. 
The Dowager Princess, after the peace of Buel, 
had reconciled her children. Madame de Longne- 
viUe had recovered her hold upon the affections 
of her fiery brother. Smarting under the cutting 
disdain with which the Regent had received her at 
St. Germain, the Duchess now worked so artfully 
upon Condi's passions, that, giving free rein to his 
wrath, he publicly denounced the marriage, and 
all who were in any way parties to it, in outrageous 
terms of menace and insult. And although the 
alarmed Minister pretended to abandon the project 
of alliance with Vendome, his haughty protector 
quitted Compeigne in high dudgeon, and retired 
to his Government of Burgundy. 

Oond6^s departure left in the mind of the 
Regent a sense of inexpressible relief, but the 
position of public affairs made his support indis- 
pensable to the Government. The state of the 
Capital was far from satisfactory. The well-dis- 
posed inhabitants mourned the depression of trade, 
and the desolate aspect of deserted palaces and 
mansions ; the evil-disposed saw with regret that 
the Regent and her Minister were beyond their 
reach. De Retz, Beaufort, and their partisans 
fomented the general discontent. The Cardinal 
was again freely assailed in the Chambers, and in 



virulent brochures. The Duke of Orleans re- 
turned to the Luxembourg amidst extravagant 
demonstrations of popular delight. Vast, multi- 
tudes thronged forth to meet him^ weeping with 
joy, and pressing eagerly to kiss his feet ; and all 
the pubUc bodies came to offer him their homage. 
Condfe paid a flying visit to the Capital, and 
although he had found a mahcious pleasure in 
spreading the belief that it was his habit, during 
the war, t>o feast on the ears of the fat burghers 
he had killed or taken, his dauntless bearing as 
he traversed, unattended, the crowded thorough- 
fares, elicited applause. But an empty coach 
bearing Mazarines arms, sent into the city to 
test the temper of the population, was smashed 
to pieces by the mob ; and some of the Regent's 
servants who ventured to show themselves in the 
streets, in the royal liveries, were cruelly beaten. 
Anne of Austria, naturally incensed by these 
evidences of hostile feeling, gave ungracious 
answers to the deputations that arrived from 
Paris, in rapid succession, to entreat her to return. 
The pressure, however, of financial difficulties, 
which the ParUament refused to consider during 
the absence of the Court, and the re-appearance 
of Cond6 at Compeigne in an amiable mood, after 
a time, rendered her more compliant. The Prince, 
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appeased by the Mimster's submission^ and dis- 
liking the principles^ the tactics^ and the chief 
heroes of the Fronde^ pledged himself to conduct 
the Court in safety to the Palais Boyal. 

Under his protection the King^ the Regent^ and 
the Cardinal set out from Compeigne in the middle 
of a sultry August. Through one of those sudden 
revolutions of public feelings which have made 
the fickleness of the French people proverbialj 
their entry into the Capital was an extraordinary 
triumph. The loyal enthusiasm of the citizens 
was only equalled by their considerate delicacy. 
Everything that could suggest the slightest recol- 
lection of past troubles^ even the chains which at 
that time guarded the entrances of the streetSj 
were carefully removed from view. Strangest of 
all. Cardinal Mazarin, whom every day for years 
the Parisians had loaded with curses and insults, 
found himself, as he sat at one of the doors of 
the King's coach, a popular idol. Wherever he 
passed he heard nothing except the language of 
adulation. The sinister-looking outlaws of society, 
who herded in the foul dens in the neighbourhood 
of Notre Dame, proved false to their Archbishop ; 
the fish hags were unfaithful to Beaufort in their 
clamorous admiration of the handsome Cardinal. 
At the opposite door of the coach Cond£ sat, with 



iron oonntenaziee^ noting tlie capricious hnmonr 
of the rabble in silent disdain. The evening wai 
far adyanced before a slow progress of many houra 
in the stifling heat^ through the choked streets^ 
brought the Soyereigns to the Palais Royal. The 
noble halls of Bichelieu blazed with lights and 
were thronged to suffocation by every person of 
emin^ice^ Mazarinist or Frondeur, in Paris. Even 
De Betz and Beaufort^ borne along in spite of 
themselves by the rushing tide of loyal re-action, 
were there to offer reluctant homage. In the 
view of this splendid assembly, Amxe of Austria, 
radiant with joy, turned to Oond^ with tearful ^ 
eyes, and pledged her eternal gratitude for the 
services he had rendered the King. So strong 
did she feel herself, in the overwholnaing revulsion 
of popular favour, that she proffered De Betz the 
option of resigning his Ooadjutorship or paying a 
visit of reconciliation to the Cardinal. The dis- ! 
eomfited prelate — on whom vexation at the sur- 
prising turn of affairs brought a serious illness- 
bowed before the storm, had a most affectionate 
conference with his complacent rival, and then 
retired to the precincts of Notre Dame to watch 
warily, until the rapid mutation of public feeling 
offered another opportunity of hurling him from 
power. 
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Conde was now Arbiter of Prance. His posi- 
^ tion was such; so favourable a concurrence of 
circumstances seconded bis ambition^ tbat bad be 
used his advantages with ordinary wisdom Ms 
power migbt bave become as stable as it was vast. 
In re-establisbing tbe Court at tbe Palais Eoyal, 
be bad redeemed bis pledges to tbe Regent^ and 
was now free to pursue an independent course. 
His reconciliation witb bis sister secured to bim 
tbe undivided allegiance of all tbe members and 
connexions of bis family, and enlisted in bis per- 
sonal interests Bouillon, Turenne (wbom be com- 
pelled tbe Regent to pardon), Marsillac, and otber 
powerful cbief s of tbe feudal party. He beld in 
bis bands tbe balauce between tbe contending 
factions in tbe State, and it was evident to all tbat 
tbe scale into wbicb be tbrew bis sword must pre- 
ponderate. 

To tbe Government bis support was absolutely 
essential in tbe dangers tbat beset it. Tbe ex- 
uberant loyalty tbat greeted tbe return of tbe 
sovereigns to Paris seemed to bave evaporated in 
tbe beat and tumult of tbe long summer day* 
Madame de Cbevreuse, rendered prudent by re- 
verses, but still preserving ber political fire and 
address, bad inlfused new life into tbe Fronde, and 
brougbt it under tbe control of ber intriguing 



spirit. Weaving Her spells aronnd the feeble 
mind of Orleans, she gradually detached hiTn from 
Anne of Austria; while the witcheries of her 
beautiful and profligate daughter held fast the 
Coadjutor in amorous toils. The defection of the 
Lieutenant-Greneral could only be supplied by a 
firm alliance with Oonde ; and had the Prince, 
following in the footsteps of his father, steadily 
sustained the Regent and her Minister, there was 
hardly any concession which he might not have 
obtained from their gratitude or necessities. 

It was also open to him, by taking his stand 
with Molfe on the Declaration of the 24th of / 2-^ 
October, to which he had twice given his sanction, 
to become the guardian of good government, and 
public rights, against the excesses of authority and. 
of faction ; and, discarding mere personal or party 
aims, to guide the destinies in serving the highest 
interests of France. This would have been the 
course most consonant with his glory, his dignity, 
and an enlightened appreciation of his own 
advantage. 

It was possible for him, as a third alter- 
native, to drive Cardinal Mazarin from the 
kingdom, and boldly to seize the reins of Govern- 
ment. This was the course urged upon him by 
De Betz. Any one of the three lines of policy, 
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resolutely and consistently pursued^ mnst almost 
certainly liave insured to him for many years a 
commaTiding position in the State. But his 
career offers a memorable example of the per- 
nicious effect of early and dazzling success^ even 
upon a nature endowed with noble qualities^ and 
with the rarest intellectual faculties. His splendid 
genius, gifted with such unerring vision, so fruit- 
ful of rapid and daring combinations m war, 
seemed bewildered and stricken with stenlity in 
the strife of poUtics. It became the sport of his 
capricious passions and wayward impulses ; equally 
bereft of the vivifying light of patriotic principles, 
and of the resolute sagacity to shape out and 
pursue a line of vulgar ambition. Listening now 
to his sister and De Retz, now to the Regent, he 
Veered about a hundred times in a ^y, in a state 
of perplexity and vacillation that amused and 
astonished friends and foes. 

Madame de LongueviQe was unwearied in her 
efforts to draw him over to the Fronde. She art- 
fully induced him to test the sincerity of the 
Regent's professions by claiomig the fuHlment of 
a promise, made after the treaty of Ruel, to hand 
over Pont de FArohe, the key of Normandy, to his 
brother-in-law. Anne of Austria and Mazarin 
both decUned to surrender this stronghold to the 
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Governor of tHe province, for reasons of State. 
The Prince pressed his suit with violence, and at 
length, exasperated by repeated refusals, grossly 
insulted the Cardinal. At the conclusion of a 
stormy interview, he shook his fist in the Minisr 
tor's face, gave him a fillip on the cheek, and 
rushed from the room shouting, with ironical 
laughter, "Adieu, Mars/' Intelligence of this 
unseemly quarrel soon reached the Coadjutor, 
exalting him on the wings of hope to the pinnacle 
of triumphant ambition. The darling scheme, over 
which he had long brooded, of a coalition of great 
nobles and popular magistrates, headed by the 
hero of Bocroi and Lens against his ItaUan rival, 
was about at length to assume shape and consis- 
tency. Hastening to the Hotel de Cond^ he 
offered the Prince the support of the Fronde, and 
was received with open arms. The great majority 
of the nobles thronged to range themselves under 
the most brilliant warrior of the age ; and Orleans,- 
wheedled by Madame de Chevreuse, gave a feeble 
countenance to the new confederacy. Mazarin's 
downfall seemed assured. The Palais Royal was 
deserted, and the Regent was devoured by vex- 
ation and resentment. But she knew the Prince ! 
better than he knew himself, and, fortified by a 
deep pm^ose of ultimately vindicating the royal 
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anthority^ she had the art to dissemble the hatred 
with which his conduct inspired her. Sending 
for the Duke of Orleans, she commissioned him to 
offer Cond^ Pont de FArche for his brother-in- 
law, and to propose a conference for the complete 
arrangement of the Prince's differences with her 
Minister. 

Conde had already committed himself to the 
Coadjutor, and had allowed the Prelate to com-^ 
promise himself and his friends by a hostile 
attitude towards the Government. But his 
pride was soothed by the submission of Anne 
of Austria and the penitent pleadings of the Car- 
dinal; and his instinctive aversion from the 
Pronde, a conspiracy, as he termed it, of '' petti- 
coats and alcoves,'^ was not lessened by familiar 
intercourse with its chiefs. Without consulting 
his new allies, or paying the slightest regard to 
their interests, he closed with the offers of the 
Regent. Lenet, a councillor of the Parliament of 
Dijon, the able and faithful partizan of the House 
of Conde, and La Riviere, as representative of 
the Duke of Orleans, who had assumed the office 
of mediator, conducted the negotiations with 
Mazarin, who was not in a position to resist any 
demand. In a few hours a secret treaty was 
drawn up and signed by the Regent, Cond6^ 
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Mazarin^ and La Eiviere. In consideration of 
frank and thorough co-operation with the Court, 
the Prince was not only invested with the entire 
control and patronage of the army, but was 
accorded a veto on all civil or ecclesiastical appoint- 
ments, and on the matrimonial alliances which 
the Cardinal might desire for his nieces. The 
conditions of this agreement were carefully con- 
cealed from Orleans, whose military functions as 
Lieutenant- General of the kingdom it transferred 
to his cousin ; La Riviere, in his anxiety to secure 
for himself the next nomination of the Crown to a 
seat in the conclave, not having scrupled to betray 
the interests of his too-confiding master. When 
De Retz and the Marquis of Noirmoutier, arrived 
by appointment at the Hotel de Conde to ex- 
change, on the part of the Fronde, the formal 
ratifications of its new alliance with the Prince, 
they gathered with dismay, from his embar- 
rassed apologies, that he had used them to serve 
his ends and then abandoned them. Madame 
de Longueville, notwithstanding the cession of 
Pont de PArche to her husband, did not spare 
angry reproaches for the inconstancy of her 
brother. Her disappointment, however, passed 
like a summer cloud over their afEectionate re- 
lations. But although the Coadjutor and his 
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friends professed to rejoice at having been instra- 
mental in obtaining for Gond^ satisfaction for bis 
grieyances^ a bitter sense of having been dnped 
and cast aside rankled in their minds^ and pre- 
pared a signal retribution for his perfidy. 

Anne of Austria had thus^ by humiliating 
sacrifices, dissolved the only combination she 
would have been unable to resist. But she found 
Condi's friendship the most intolerable oppres- 
sion. His exactions for himself or his adherents 
threatened to reduce the power of the Crown to 
the merest shadow. And his exactions were less 
offensive than the manner in which he enforced 
them. His temper, naturally aspiring and 
haughty, had become inflamed by uninterrupted 
prosperity to an extravagant pitch of pride ; and 
the unbridled arrogance that found a distempered 
delight in provoking quarrels, raised up enemies 
against him in every quarter. The Prince of 
MarsiUac having taken a fancy to claim the 
privilege of a tabouret at Court for his wife — per- 
haps in order to mikke amends to her for his 
infidelities — Cond6 supported his pretensions with 
such overbearing vehemence that the great body of 
thenobles, throwing themselves into the question of 
a petty distinction with as much ardour as if the 
very existence of their order was at stake, protested 
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agaixLst tHe claim in tnmnltaoiis meetings^ wMch 
became a serioiis peril to the Oovemment. Some 
deputies despatched by the Parliament of Bordeaux 
to complain of the unjust proceedings of the Duke 
of Epemon^ using some expression that grated on 
Condi's ear, he threatened to cane them^to death. 
To the Parliament and people he represented the 
imperious insolence of miUtary force. In the 
mere wantonness of his presumptuous humour, he 
planted iu Anne of Austria's own bosom the sting 
of an insult which it would be hardly in the nature 
of the meekest and lowliest of women to forgive. 
The Regent still retained much of her old fond- 
ness for admiration, and the younger courtiers were 
accustomed to do homage to her beauty in piteous 
sighs, and in poetic effusions breathing the ardour 
of a .consuming passion discreetly tempered by 
despair. One of the wits most in her favour, the 
Uttle Marquis of Jarz6, half-crazed by vanity 
and the approving smiles with which his mistress 
rewarded his sallies, conceived the idea that she 
was in love with him. Revealing his good for- 
tune in confidence to Oond6, he offered to supplant 
Mazarin in return for the Prince's friendship. 
Cond^, though highly amused at the little Mar- 
quis's self-conceit, promised secresy, and accepted 
his services ; and then, impelled by the spirit of 
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TniHchief wMch possessed him at this period^ pub- 
licly flouted the Cardinal upon the subject of the 
Eegent^s inconstancy. Anne of Austria at first 
treated the matterwith ridicule. At length, irritated 
by her Minister's evident discomposure, and by the 
irreverent jests of his tormentor, she drove her 
infatuated adorer from her presence, with oppro- 
brious epithets that made his blood tingle with 
shame, and deprived him of his lucrative appoint- 
ment of captain of her guards. The crestfallen 
Jarze resorted for consolation to Condfe, who 
after laughing heartily at his victim's discomfiture, 
had the audacity to pass on the Regent the unpar- 
donable affront of insisting that her discarded 
admirer should be reinstated in his post/ 

Mazarin was the favourite butt of Condi's biting 
sarcasms, the object on which he never tired 
heaping contumely. The wily Italian, in whom 
the meekness of the dove was tinctured in no 
inconsiderable degree with the guile of the ser- 
pent, bore the scoffs and jeers of the Prince with 
well-simulated patience. Nevertheless he was 
secretly contriving a terrible revenge. The 
Regent and he were goaded by indignities, and 
even by the instinct of self-preservation, to crush 
their tyrant. A necessary step towards this end 
was to isolate the Prince completely, and particu- 
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larly to raise up an impassable barrier between 
him and the Fronde. They were seasonably 
aided in their designs by one of those extra- 
ordinary impostures characteristic of the time^ 
which nearly all sprang in grotesque complete- 
ness from the teeming brain of the Coadjutor. 

After the peace of Ruel the Government, with 
the consent of the FarHament, had declared itself 
bankrupt, and postponed, for a year, payment of 
the interest on a loan which had been- chiefly sub- 
scribed by the citizens of Paris. The fundholders * 
submitted murmuringly ; but the Government 
breaking faith with them again, when the deferred 
payments fell due, they were loud in their com- 
plaints, and elected representatives, who were 
termed Syndics, to press their claims. The most 
notable of the Syndics was Guy Joly, an intimate 
friend of De Retz, a physician, wit, and dema- 
gogue, whose amusing memoirs, erudite and flip- 
pant, reveal much of the secret intrigue, and 
reflect in vivid colours *the popular feeling 
of the time. The Coadjutor, eager to em- 
barrass the Court and M0I6, who now 
strenuously laboured to smooth the difficulties 
of the Administration, fomented the rising 
sedition. In order to rouse the people to 
arms, he concocted an impudent plot in which 
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Joly WM the cliief actor. The Syndic, attired in 
a coat thickly padded and tested to be bullet-proof, 
came forth for an airing on Gonrs U Beine, the 
&8hionable promenade. A pistol shot was fired 
into his coach ; bnt a party of his friends, who, 
by a f ortxmate coincidence, were at Iiand, rushed 
to his rescue ; and a wound on his shoulder, which 
had been carefully inflicted the day before, was 
dressed by a sympathising surgeon. In a few 
hours all Paris rang with the narrow escape of 
their champion from the assassins of the Court, 
and the public excitement was at fever heat. 
Mazarin promptly saw and seized the opportunity 
of turning the delusion of the citizens to ad* 
Tantage. 

The Begent informed Cond6, with looks and 
tones betraying grave anxiety, that the Cardinal 
had received iutelligence of a conspiracy to murder 
him, as he went to sup with the Duke of Gram- 
mont, in revenge for the attack on the Syndic. 
The Prince, always brave, even to rashness, de- 
clared his resolution to face the danger. Yielding, 
however, to Anne^s entreaties, he agreed to prove 
it by sending his coach with the blinds drawn 
down, but accompanied by his usual retinue, across 
the Pont Neuf . When the equipage appeared on 
the bridge, the Marquis of Bouillaye, quondam 
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General of the Cavalry of the portes cocker es^ still 
in outward seeming a noisy Frondeur, in reality a 
secret agent of Mazarin, galloping np with an 
armed band^ searched it^ killed one of the attend* 
antS; and then fled the kingdom. While the 
Prince's mind was a prey to the angry suspicions 
suggested by the antecedents of the mad-cap 
Marquis^ the Cardinal produced fabricated evi- 
dence that Bouillaye had been the instrument of 
De Betz and Beaufort. Gond6 fell blindly into 
the snare. Bpuming the repeated soUcitations of 
the maligned noblemen for a heanng in their own 
defence^ he preferred against them^ in the High 
Court, a charge of assassination, which the law 
officers of the Crown had instructions to press» 
Political morality was at so low an ebb that the 
accusation obtained general credence. The ad- 
herents of the accused, dismayed by the fierce 
wrath of the Prince, and the alleged strength of 
the proofs in possession of the Government, fell 
from them. Beaufort, in despair, proposed to fly 
from Paris ; but the Coadjutor, whose clear intel- 
lect was never clouded by fear, attended in his 
place to confront his traducers. He found him- 
self shunned by all as if he were stricken with the 
plague; but he was sustaiued, not only by the 
consciousness of innocence, but by the possession 
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of a document secretly forwarded to him, as he 
afterwards discovered, by order of the Eegent, 
which set forth, not only the heads of the indict- 
ment about to be laid by the Attorney General, 
but also the nature of the evidence on which it 
rested. To the unscrupulous state-craft of 
Mazarin, Prance owed the organization of a body 
of official spies, a baneful legacy of his rule, which 
long remained an odious feature in the system of 
French police. These spies were wretches con- 
victed of the most atrocious crimes, to whom 
immunity and protection were guaranteed in 
return for infamous services. Some of them 
now were the witnesses for the Crown. When 
De Eetz, with the rhetorical skiQ of which 
he was a master, exposed the inherent impro- 
babilities of the alleged conspiracy, and then 
sketched the past lives and present functions 
of the miscreants, stained with the darkest 
hues of guilt, upon whose unsupported testimony 
it was sought to convict the Coadjutor Archbishop 
of Paris, and the grandson of Henry IV., of a 
detestable crime, indignation and amazement 
seized the Chamber. A unanimous decree of 
acquittal was only averted by the declarations of 
the First President and the law officers that more 
trustworthy evidence was forthcoming. 
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Coiid6 was as mncli taken aback as any one by 
the revelations reflecting on the character of the 
Crown witnesses. False pride^ however, impelled 
him topnrsne his suit, although he showed his sense 
of its injustice by offering, if the Coadjutor would, 
as a mark of deference to him, retire from Paris 
for three months, to acknowledge the prelate's 
innocence. But De Retz, now zealously cham- 
pioned by the whole force of the Fronde, flung 
back insult for insult, and defiance for defiance ; 
and the rage of the hostile factions threatened 
every moment to. deluge Paris with blood. While 
Cond6, delivered up by his headstrong passions, a 
helpless victim to Mazarines craft, opened an im- 
passable gulf of hatred between himself and the 
Fronde, he continued with reckless arrogance to 
provoke the vengeance of the Court. *^t the 
moment when his quarrel with the Coadjutor and 
Beaufort was charged with the deadliest rancour, 
a daring outrage upon the royal authority fiUed 
up to overflowing the measure of his offences 
against the Begent. 

The most splendid prize in the matrimonial 
market of France, at this time, was the Duke of 
Richelieu, the grand nephew and inheritor of the 
peerage and the enormous wealth of the Great 
Minister ; a timid, impressionable youth of nine- 
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teen or twenty^ who lived at tlnel under the slaict 
tutelage of his strong-willed atint^ the Dnohess of 
Aignillon. The Duchess^ although of irreproach- 
able life herself^ had affianced her ward to 
Mademoiselle de Chevreuse. Among her most 
intimate friends was Madame de Pons^ a 
'Clever and charming widow of thirty, sister to 
Mdlle. Vigean, who had been the object and 
victim of Oondfi's capricious fancy. The irre- 
gular features and the bewitching graces of person 
and manner of Madame de Pons were happily 
signified in her soubriquet of the '' ugly Venus/' 
The young Duke found himself enslaved by the 
covert arts of this fascinating widow ; but the 
reverential awe with which he regarded his aunt, 
and the circumstance that her consent and that of 
the Regent were necessary for the validity of a 
marriage, seemed to oppose an insuperable barrier 
to the wishes of the lovers. In this difficulty 
Madame de Pons had recourse to the Duchess of 
Longueville. Of the numerous dignities be- 
queathed by the late Cardinal to his nephew the 
most important was that of Governor of Havre de 
Grace, the strongest fortress in France. As it 
was of the highest moment to the House of Cond^ 
that this great stronghold should pass from "the 
keeping of the Duchess of Aiguillon, a devoted 
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iarvaxkt of the Regent^ to the keeping of one of its 
own adherents^ Madame de Longueville warmly 
espoused the projects of her friend. At her insti- 
gation^ Cond6 invited his yonng kinsman to pass 
the day with him at a country house near Paris. 
MadamedePons happenings by the merest accident^ 
to arrive there at the same time/ the authority of 
the Prince, who took the whole responsibihty on 
himself, and the charms of his mistress, overcame 
Bichelieu's scruples. The marriage was celebrated 
by Condi's private chaplain, and the newly wedded 
pair started ofi, without a moment's delay, to take 
possession of Havre. Cond6 also despatched an 
officer of his own to the same desjiination, with in- 
structions, should any messenger of the Regent, 
outstripping the dilatory progress of the lovers, 
reach the fortress before them, to fling him into 
the sea and bum his despatches. 

The same afternoon the Prince returned to 
Paris, and afterwards presented himself, beaming 
with self-satisfaction,^ at the Begent's evening 
lev6e. Anne of Austria was ahready aware of 
his morning's work, Bichelieu having snatched 
a moment to write a few penitent lines to his 
aunt. Smothering her resentment, she coldly 
remarked to the Prince, that the marriage would 
probably be annulled on account of its illegality. 
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He replied^ insolently, that a marriage contracted 
in his presence was indissoluble. Anne then retired 
to her little grey chamber, consumed by vexa- 
tion. As she sat brooding over the means of 
delivering herself from the daily humiliations that 
atung her proud spirit to madness, Madame 
d^Aiguillon rushed into the room, and flinging 
herself at her feet implored justice. Shortly 
afterwards Madame de Chevreuse arrived, and, 
with flashing eyes, demanded vengeance for the 
injury offered to her daughter. The two ladies 
urged the Begent to arrest Gond6, and Madame 
de Chevreuse tendered the vigorous support of the 
Eronde. The practicability of freeing themselves 
from the yoke of their tyrant, by^^means of an 
alliance with the Coadjutor and his pHrty, had of 
late been anxiously pondered by the Begent and 
Cardinal Mazarin. A Tine, therefore, joyfully 
grasped at the offer of her old friend, and in- 
trusted her with a note inviting De Betz to a secret 
interview. On the following night the Coadjutor, 
in the dress of a cavalier, was introduced into the 
Palace by a private entrance, and remained 
closeted for some hours with the Regent and the 
Cardinal. The fiery prelate panted for revenge 
on the &lse friend who assailed his honour and his 
life with such unjust vimlence. But his passions 
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did not render him forgetful of his own interests^ 
or those of his friends. A Cardinal's hat for 
himself, the post of High Admiral of France for 
the Duke of Vendome, with the reversion to the 
Duke of Beaufort, the restoration of Madame 
de Chevreuse's old lover Chateauneuf to his for- 
feited office of Keeper of the Seals, a large sum 
of money for the ever-needy Madame de 
Montbazon, and other favours for less prominent 
adherents of the Fronde, were gladly conceded as 
the price of his assistance. On these terms he 
pledged to the Regent his loyal co-operation with 
Mazarin for the overthrow of their common 
oppressor. 

To accomplish this aim in safety required all the 
skill of the two deepest political • schemers of the 
age. The great power of Cond^, who governed 
by himself or his adherents one-half of France, 
and who possessed the entire control of the army ; 
the dazzling prestige that invested him ; the vast 
following of young nobles, whose swords were 
ever ready to leap forth in defence of their heroic 
chief ; and his own daring genius, which, always at 
the touch of danger, flashed out in its native 
splendour, rendered their enterprise one of extra- 
ordinary danger. Night after night the Coad- 
jutor went to the Palais Royal in disguise, to 
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confer with the Miiiister. More than one warn- 
ing of these myBterions meetings^ veiled though 
they were by ingenious precautions^ reached the 
Prince. But his haughty confidence in himself^ 
his profound contempt for Mazarin^ and the im- 
penetrable duplicity of the Cardinal^ effectually 
bHnded him to his peril. Besides^ he had taken 
measures which he considered sufficient to render 
him secure of timely ioformation^ in the event of 
the Court meditating any serious project against 
his liberty. He knew that the Regent could not 
venture to arrest him without the consent of the 
Lieutenant-General of the reahn; and it was 
notorious that Orleans had no secrets from the 
Abb6 la Biviere. Cond6 had attached this aspir- 
ing ecclesiastic to his interests by ceding to him 
the nomination to the dignity of Cardinal^ which 
had been granted to the Prince of Conti; and as 
the Abb^ was bound to his master by an oath of 
secresy^ Cond6 persuaded Orleans to cancel the 
obligations in all matters relating to himself. The 
reassuring reports of his new ally contributed to 
throw him off his guards and to make hm deaf to 
the entreaties of his mother^ sister^ and the keen- 
sightedMarsillac^ that he would abstain from attend- 
ing the meetings of the Council of State. But he 
was leaning on a broken reed ; La Biviere was no 
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longer in aposition to do him service. The Eegent 
had revealed to Madame de Chevreuse the parti- 
colars of the secret treaty concluded with Conde. 
The Duchess used the information to detach the 
affections of Orleans, already somewhat alienated 
by the Abba's want of zeal in furthering his at- 
tempts on the chastity of one of his wife^s Maids 
of Honour, from the faithless favourite. Left 
without protection, Graston yielded to the energetic 
pressure of his sister-in-law and the cajolery of 
the Duchess, and gave an unwilling assent to the 
arrest of his cousins. 

It was at length determined in midnight con- 
clave to seize Conde, Conti, and Longueville, at a 
sitting of the Council of State, specially convened 
for the consideration of a subject in which they 
were all interested. On the morning of the 
appointed day, the project had almost been 
frustrated by a curious accident. Conde, contrary 
to his custom, perhaps somewhat uneasy at the 
rumours which reached him, made an early call at 
the Palace, and suddenly entered the CardiuaPs 
cabinet, while Lyonne, Under Secretary of State, 
was making out the order for his arrest. Mazarin, 
however, received his visitor with an unruffled mien, 
and having distracted his attention to indifferent 
subjects until Lyonne hadshuffled away the danger- 
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ons document amongst some other papers, is said 
to have played oS on his unsuspecting yictim a 
practical joke, the sly maUce of which was emi- 
nently characteristic. When the Prince was about 
to leave, the Cardinal, suddenly assuming a joyous 
air, as if he had just recollected something 
agreeable, mentioned that the police had tracked 
to an obscure lurking-place a principal agent in 
the late plot for his assassination. It was expected, 
Mazarin added, that as this ihan could make 
revelations of a character to criminate the Fronde 
leaders, a rescue would be attempted; it seemed 
advisable, therefore, that the Prince should sign 
an order for a body of troops to escort prisoners 
to the fortress of Vincennes. Cond6, burning 
with still unslaked animosity against De Betz and 
Beaufort, gave the order with alacrity, and thus 
became the unconscious instrument of his own 
captivity. 

In the afternoon the three brothers arrived 
together at the Palais Royal to attend the Council 
of State, while their mother was closeted with the 
Regent. These ladies had been for more than twenty 
years on a footing of intimate affection ; and now, 
alarmed by the suspicions afloat, the old Princess 
had come to the Palace, expecting that if danger 
threatened her children, she would read some 



■■ ^^ 



29 



indication of it in the demeanour of her old friend. 
But Anne of Austria, schooled in many trials, was 
a mistress of dissimulation. She entered with 
easy familiarity into a confidential conversation 
with the Princess, dismissing her with an affec- 
tionate adieu, only when the time was ripe for an 
act of vengeance that would crush her and her 
whole family. Cond^ had hardly entered the 
Council Chamber when Guitant, captain of the 
Regent^s Guards, made his appearance. The Prince 
had a strong regard for the staunch old soldier, 
and, thinldng that he came to solicit some favour, 
turned towards him with a gracious air ; where- 
upon Guitant whispered the nature of his errand. 
Condfe, amazed and indignant, cried out to his 
brothers, ^^ We are arrested V* and demanded to 
see the Regent. But an interview being denied, 
he submitted with dignity to his fate. Conti 
wept bitterly, and LongueviQe^s agitation de- 
prived him of speech, and ahnost of motion. 
The'prisoners were taken by a dark passage to the 
gardens of the Palace. ^'This,^' said Cond^, 
suspiciously, '' strongly savours of the States of 
Blois.^^ "No, monseigneur,^' replied Guitant; 
''if that were the case I should not be concerned 
in it.'^ At a private door, opening from the 
Gkirdens into the Rue Richelieu, one of the royal 
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carriages^ surrounded by the escort Cond6 had 
ordered out^ was in attendance. The &ces of some 
of the soldiers^ his old comrades in arms^ were 
f amiUar to him, and, perhaps, with a view of test- 
ing their devotion to their favourite leader, he 
said, " This, my friends, is not the Battle of Lens/* 
But the soldiers, though expressing in their coun- 
tenances vivid emotions of grief and sympathy, 
were obedient to discipline, and the cavalcade 
started at a rapid pace for Vincennes. On the 
road the breaking down of the coach in the pitchy 
darkness of a January evening seemed to afford 
the prisoners a chance of escape, but it was found 
impossible to coirupt or elude the stem vigilance 
of Guitant. During the journey, Conde displayed 
a calm intrepidity which contrasted strongly with 
the abject bearing of his companions; and on 
arriviQg at Vincennes, finding that, through dread 
of awakening suspicion, no preparation had been 
made for his reception, he flung himself on the floor 
of his chamber and passed twelve hours in unbroken 
sleep. Conti and Longueville, shivering from fear 
or fever, watched through the dreary night in 
profound despair. 

In Paris, on the report of their heroes arrest, a 
body of yoxmg noblemen, led by the Duke of 
Bohan and the Count of Boutteville, assailed the 
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Convent of Val de Grace in order to obtain posses- 
sion of Mazarines nieces, who resided there ; and 
afterwards attempted to raise a popular insurrec- 
tion by proclaiming that the Duke of Beaufort 
had been again incarcerated at Vincennes. But the 
Cardinal had provided for the safety of his young 
kinswomen by removing them to the Palais Royal; 
and De Betz promptly allayed the rising tumult 
in the streets by sending forth Beaufort to parade 
the town on horseback, decorated with his well- 
known white plume. When the real facts became 
known the public anger gave place to exultations 
The streets rang with the sounds of rejoicing, ana 
the sky was red with the glare of bonfires, 
courtier and citizen uniting with emulous 
enthusiasm to celebrate the downfall of that 
insolent despotism which had been the object of 
their common hatred and fear. Orleans, on re- 
covering from the agony of terror into which the 
fierce determination with which the Regent wrung 
from him a scared consent to Cond6's imprison- 
ment, had thrown him, and being apprised of her 
success, whistled carelessly, and said, ''The 
Regent has mad« a good haul of the net — ^she has 
captured a fox, a monkey, and a Hon.^ 
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CHAPTER II. 



The bold and skilful stroke of the Govemment, in 
arresting Cond^ and his brothers, exposed it to 
two formidable dangers — a hostile decree of the 
Parlianient of Paris in vindication of the violated 
Declaration of October, and an armed revolt of 
the numerous and powerful adherents of the im- 
prisoned Princes throughout the provinces. From 
the former peril it was saved by its alliance with 
the Coadjutor. The partizans of the Court and 
of the Fronde cordially uniting their forces, the 
High Court sanctioned, by an immense majority, 
the illegal proceeding of the Regent as an excep- 
^ tional act, imperatively demanded by the public 
welfare. Almost alone, the First President Mole^ 
whose clear, firm mind, unshaken by gusts of 
passions and unwarped by the sophistries of state- 
craft, remained ever true to the principles of 
justice, stood forth as the champion of the con- 
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stitution, of which he was the principal author. 
But his voice was drowned in the tumult of 
popular delirium, and he was only able to offer by 
his sad and stern aspect, among the joyous crowds 
that thronged the Palais Eoyal, a mute protest 
against the abuse of the royal prerogative. It is 
in France especially that the French proverb is 
true, ^^ Nothing succeeds like success/^ 

The Government was not equally fortunate in 
its attempts to avert a civil war, by seizing the 
persons of Conde's leading adherents then 
assembled in Paris. A feeling of shame, mingled 
perhaps with contempt, restrained the Regent and 
her minister from dealing harshly with the two 
Princesses of Conde, the Dowager, Anne of Aus- 
tria's old and tried friend, the younger, niece of 
Mazarines great benefactor. The sorrowing ladies 
were allowed to retire with the little Duke of 
Enghien to Chantilly . But every precaution which 
policy and vengeance suggested was used to insure 
the capture of Madame de Longueville and the mili- 
tary chiefs. All of them, however, having timely 
intimation of their danger, contrived to elude 
pursuit. Bouillon and his brother Turenne, dis- 
guising themselves as boatmen, escaped down the 
Seine in the darkness of the night. The Diike 
repaired to his estates in Auvergne. Turenne took 
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refuge in Cond6's frontier town of Stenay, where 
he raised the standard of revolt in the name of 
the imprisoned Princes. The Count of Bontteville, 
a young cadet of the House of Montmorenci, 
deformed in person and of depraved life, but 
already exhibiting promise of the military genius 
which long afterwards made all Europe ring with 
the renown of the Marshal Duke of Luxembourg, 
fled to Burgundy, and called that province to arms. 
The Eegent was particularly eager to secure the 
person of Madame de Longueville, whose insolent 
rivalry during the siege of Paris, and the subse- 
quent dictatorship of Cond^, had provoked her 
deepest resentment. Upon the arrest of her 
husband and her brothers, the Duchess received a 
message commanding her instant attendance at 
the Palais Royal. She feigned compliance, and 
with the assistance of her friend, the Princess 
Palatine, found a temporary retreat at a mean 
house in the si^burbs. In the night the Prince of 
Marsillac carried her o£E into Normandy, of which 
province Longueville was governor. But Condi's 
imprisonment was a blow so sudden and unex- 
pected, that it left his party completely paralyzed; 
and before the scattered leaders had time to 
organize their forces, or frame any connected 
scheme of resistance, the rapid and vigorous 
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measures of the GbTBmment completed tlieir dis- 
comiittire. 

The periods of internal convnlsion which 
chequer the progress of even the most prosperous 
nations^ resemble those bleak and dismal w&||Stes 
that occasionallj sadden the traveller's eye amidst 
a rich expanse of blooming landscapes. History 
reads us no more emphatic lesson^ than that stable 
institutions are absolutely essential to the well- 
being of a State. It repeats in every age its 
mournful warnings that anarchy is a scourge armed 
with every variety of evil, moral, intellectual and 
physical; destroying the legitimate supremacy 
of religion and of reason; enthroning the 
basest passions on the eternal seat of 
justice; rending the most sacred and tender 
bonds of social life ; extinguishing letters, arts, 
and sciences in blood and tears; sowing the 
dragon's teeth of human misery, wherever its 
reign extends. But in the compulsory union, yet 
ceaseless conflict, of antagonistic elements, which 
is the universal law of life, in the mysterious and 
often apparent, inconsistent chain of cause and 
effect, in which human events are hnked, evil is 
ever the companion and the occasion of good. 
When the fountains of the great deep of human 
intelligence, long sealed in restless slumber, are 
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breaking up, and society is riven by the throes of 
some momentons revolution, from the strife of 
warring forces is bom genius, whose high mission 
is to construct and to redeem; to mould the 
chaos iuto new forms of social life ; to educe from 
disorder new systems of poKty. Even when 
anarchy is merely a war of selfish instincts, the 
seething up through the shattered crust of society 
of the corruption that ferments at its heart, it has 
always features that reclaim it from utter hideous- 
ness. In the life of a polished and well-ordered 
community, evil and good are rarely brought into 
strong contrast. Under its placid surface heroic 
virtue, as well as colossal vice, lies hidden and un- 
suspected. But the troubles that stimulate into 
portentous activity the basest passions of human 
nature, also afford an incitement and a field to its 
noblest qualities. Herbs of healing power 
flourish by the deadliest plants. Sweet flowers 
bloom, and living riUs gush forth in the most 
savage desert. And from amidst the crimes and 
miseries of mankind spring up great deeds and 
immortal virtues, to shed light and beauty and 
consolation ; divine seeds that blossom into golden 
harvests long after the memory of the desolate seed 
time has passed away. Thus the spirit of chivalry, 
the glory of mediaeval Europe, and the soul of 
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Christian heroism, which flung such a pure and 
softening radiance over the grim terrors of feudal 
barbarism, still survives, to inform, however im~ 
perfectly, the gross materialism of modem civili- 
zation. 

This 'tendency of calamitous times, to develop 
latent strength and goodness of character, finds 
its most striking manifestations in the finer 
nature of woman. Every country has furnished 
examples of women, often of fragUe frame and 
shrinking deHcacy, cradled in the lap of refined 
luxury, so that even the breezes of summer seemed 
to visit their cheeks too roughly, who kindled by 
the fire and endued with the sublime power of some 
lofty purpose, have displayed a patient courage, 
a fertility of resource, even a capacity of physical 
endurance that shame the strength and intellect of 
man; who have lived and died marvels and 
mysteries to his grosser sympathies. The annals 
of no other land are so rich in records of feminine 
worth, so illumined by the splendour of feminine 
achievements as those of France. And even the 
sordid passions and ignoble contentions of the 
Fronde produced heroines whose exploits lend to 
that barren struggle an enduring interest. 

The escape of Cond^^s leading adherents from 
Paris only stimulated the Eegent to more vigorous 
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efforts to crash the scattered forces of insrirrection 
before they gathered to a head. Troops were in- 
stantly despatched to reduce the provinces of 
which the imprisoned princes had been governors. 
The towns of Champagne and Burgundy opened 
their gates without resistance to the Duke of 
Venddme, now High Admiral of France and 
Governor of Burgundy, and propped in his new 
fortunes by the betrothal of his son, Mercoeur, to 
Olympia Mancini. Only the fortress of Belle- 
garde, into which the Count of Boutteville had 
thrown himself with a body of gentlemen, defied 
the royal arms in the eastern part of the kingdom. 
The province of Berri accepted its new governor, 
the Count of St. Aignan, with equal facility, the 
cause of Cond^ being upheld there only in the 
almost impregnable castle of Montrond. 

In the meantime, Anne of Austria, with all the 
energy which offended authority and personal re- 
sentment could call forth in an imperious nature, 
had pursued Madame de Longueville into Nor- 
mandy. Rendered insensible to fatigue or priva- 
tion by the ardour of her feelings, she passed 
almost the whole of each day on horseback. 
Mazarin and the Court, unable to keep pace with 
her movements, followed more leisurely in the 
rear. Rouen and other important towns surren- 



39 



dered to her first sxiinmons, and Madame de 
Longuefville, hunted from place to place, sought 
shelter at Havre from the Duchess of Richelieu. 
But this artful lady, in whom gratitude was evi- 
dently a lively expectation of future benefits, 
seizing the opportunity of purchasing by her pre- 
sent services the recognition of her marriage by 
the Regent, repulsed her unfortunate friend from 
the gates, and even made a merit of allowing her 
to continue her flight. Marsillac had departed 
some time before to raise his vassals in Poitou, 
and the forlorn fugitive threw herself into the crag- 
built castle of Dieppe. This last refuge also 
failed her. On the approach of the royal forces, 
the Governor declared his inability to hold out the 
place, and the citizens of Dieppe were deaf to her 
eloquent appeals to them to arm in its defence. 
It was a dark and tempestuous night, wild even 
beyond the terrible experience of that ii-on-bound 
coast. The storm howled dismally around the 
mist-clad turrets of the castle, and the sea, rolling 
in mountainous billows, broke in thunder at its 
base. One of two courses was open to the Duchess ; 
either to' brave the fury of the elements, or to 
throw herself on the mercy of the Regent. She 
did not for a moment hesitate in her choice. 
Having first made a general confession to a priest. 
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she left the castle by a private outlet, and pro- 
ceeded on foot along the coast, accompanied by a 
few attendants, to a small port about two leagues 
distant, where a foreign vessel, in which she had 
secured a passage, lay at anchor. The little party 
toiled along their broken way, through the pitchy 
darkness which clothed in deeper horror the 
terrors that encompassed them. They were 
beaten by the fierce tempest and by the drifting 
spray, and were guided only by the hoarse roar of 
the raging surf, and the forked lightnings which, 
flashing through the gloom, lit up into fitful 
splendour the wild sublimity of the scene. On 
reaching the harbour they found two small boats, 
which had been hired to take them to the ship. 
But even the hardiest sailors of the coast, daunted 
by the perilous aspect of the sea, refused to venture 
out. The entreaties of the Duchess and the 
promise of a large reward at length prevailed. 
One of the crew carried her in his arms through 
the surf, and placed her in a boat. But she was 
almost instantly dashed from it by the rush of 
waters, and it was at the imminent risk of their 
own hves that the gentlemen of her suite, plunging 
into the foam, rescued her, when half-drowned, 
from the breakers. On recovering consciousness 
she was eager to renew the attempt, but all her 
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eloquence and liberality failed to induce the sea- 
men to consent. The following day she concealed 
herself, and in the night, the wind having lulled, 
was just putting o£E from the shore, when one of 
her friends gaUoped up with information that the 
captain of the vessel, in which she was about to 
embark, had taken an enormous bribe from 
Cardinal Mazarin to deliver her up. After this 
narrow escape, she wandered along the sea shore 
for fifteen days, disguised in male attire and beset 
by dangers and privations. She succeeded at last 
in obtaining a passage under a feigned name, 
which behed her sex, from Havre to Holland in 
an English ship. From Holland she proceeded 
to Stenay, where there is reason to fear she soon 
forgot her vows of penitence in the society of 
Viscount Turenne. 

Turenne has been pronounced by the highest 
judges one of the most consummate masters of 
the art of war that any age or country has pro- 
duced« His qualifications for cominand were in a 
manner hereditary. His maternal uncle. Prince 
Maurice of Nassau, had been endowed by nature 
with mihtary genius still more splendid than his 
own ; his father had been one of the most dis- 
tinguished captains of Henry IV. The interest 
of hifl powerful &mily opened to him, at an 
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tmasnally early Age, opportnnities of display- 
ing the talents which rendered him iUostrions. 
Whether from deficiency of knowledge or of 
enterprise^ the greatness of the difficulties^ or the 
blind caprice of fortune, his first campaigns were 
rarely successfal. At the battle of Mariendal he 
suffered the greatest disgrace that can befal a 
general, in allowing his army to be surprised, and 
almost annihilated by Count Mercy and John of 
Worth. But subsequent study and experience so 
developed and matured his extraordinary natural 
ability, as to advance him in the judgment of 
Napoleon to the very foremost place among 
modem strategists. It was peculiar to him 
of famous commanders, that years lent fire to his 
temperament while perfecting his skill. As he 
grew older he grew more enterprising, and his 
latest operations were at. once the most faultless 
and the most brilliant. His was not the genius of 
Cond6, which at its very first dawning burst forth 
into dazzling effulgence. Its rising was obscured 
by shadows, but as it slowly climbed its starry 
pathway the mantling vapours were dissipated by 
its expanding radiance, leaving it to set in the 
fulness of glory. Cond6's genius, fervid and 
daring, flashed out with the Hght of inspiration in 
the tumult of battle, confounding and destroying 
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his foes by some prodigy of tactics at the verjr 
moment when their trinmph seemed assured. 
The genius of Tnrenne displayed its patient 
energy and its unbounded resources to most ad- 
vantage amidst the discouragement and the dis- 
organization of defeat. A single victory which, 
indeed, rather deserves the name of a conquest, 
placed the young hero of Rocroi upon the pinnacle 
of fame. His great rival reached the same proud 
eminence by a slow and toilsome, but not less 
certain progress. Turennewas of middle stature, 
powerfully and rather clumsily built, and adorned 
with few of the graces of a Court. His features, 
strongly marked, even to harshness, wore a 
habitual expression of melancholy, which his thick 
and contracted eye-brows almost deepened into 
gloom. H is ordinary demeanour betrayed a want 
of ease and self-confidence, which appeared to 
indicate irresolution of character. But though 
modest almost to a fault, and constitutionally 
cautious, no man in trying emergencies arrived 
more rapidly at a decision, or adhered to it more 
tenaciously. He was cheerful, gentle, sincere; 
simple in his tastes, generous and hospitable; a 
warm friend and a pla<»ible enemy. His capaciiy 
for government, although less exercised, was not 
inferior to his capacity for war. He had been 
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bronght up in the Hugaenot faith^ to wliicli his 
family had given some of its bravest champions. 
During the earKer part of his career, whilst a 
member of the brilliant but profligate military 
party, of which Cond^ 'was the hero and chief, he 
did not entirely escape the taint of fashionable 
vices. In later life, religion reckoned him amongst 
her most fervent votaries. Catholicity amongst 
her most illustrious converts. In truth, he became 
one of the choicest specimens of a great and good 
man, of genius purified and exalted by virtue. 

The beautiful and ambitious Duchess of 
Bouillon had been prevented from being the com- 
panion of her husband's flight by an advanced 
state of pregnancy. The Eegent harshly ordered 
her to be arrested on the day, and almost at the 
hour when she was confined in child-birth. The 
only solace vouchsafed to her, in the languor of 
illness and the solitude of a rigorous constraint, 
was an occasional visit from a daughter who had 
been separated from her, a child about nine years 
old. One evening, as the little girl was leaving 
her mother's chamber, a sentinel preceding her 
with a torch to light the way through the dim 
ante-rooms, the Duchess crouching down followed 
close behind, and contrived to secrete herself in a 
cellar. From this dismal asylum she was dragged 
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througli an air-hole by her maids. Her friends, 
without losing a moment, provided her with the 
means of escape from Paris ; and she was on the 
point of setting out for Auvergne, when word 
was brought to her that her daughter had been 
stricken with the small-pox. No personal con- 
sideration could sever the tender mother from the 

couch of her suffering child. The agents of 
> 

Government, with the keen instiucts of their call- 
ing, found the Duchess watching by her daughter's 
pillow, and flung her into the Bastille. 

But the highest example of feminine worth was 
afforded by the young Princess of Cond6, who, 
called forth by the misfortunes of her husband 
from comparative obscurity and contempt to play 
a great part on the political stage, became, through 
native force and beauty of her character, the 
wonder and the admiration of the age. Her life, 
since her inauspicious nuptials, had been passed 
in meek endurance of unprovoked wrongs. 
After Richelieu's death, Condi's aversion to the 
child who had been forced upon him as a bride, 
countenanced by the open disdain of his proud 
family, manifested itself in studied neglect. For 
the contemptuous dislike of her husband, which 
neither her love, her gentle virtues, nor her 
patient submission had power to soften, and the 
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indignities heaped npon her by his haughty 
kindred^ the young Princess found but a poor 
recompense in the dreary isolation of a barren 
greatness, shorn of honour and uncheered by 
sympathy. But hers was one of those noble 
natures which great trials, instead of crushing, 
strengthen and purify. At a time when the 
manners of the majority of her sex in Paris might 
be truly described as chartered Hbertinism, and 
notwithstanding conjugal wrongs sufficient to 
irritate themost forbearing of women, her character 
was unsullied by the faintest breath of slander. 
Indeed, her chastity was the theme of general 
and, most frequently, derisive comment. But even 
the few who appreciated the modest virtues that 
bloomed on the monotonous surface of her joyless, 
life, never suspected the deep rich mine that lay 
concealed beneath, waiting for the rude hand of 
calamity to lay bare its treasures. 

Around the Princesses at Chantilly there 
assembled a little court of noble ladies, the most 
distinguished of whom was AngeUque de Mont- 
morenci, the beautiful Duchess of ChatiUon. 
Some yeiars before, Conde, then at the zenith of 
. his fame, had loved Angelique passionately. The 
young Duke of Chatillon, who, injBamed with as 
deep and a more legitimate affection, was a suitor 
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for her hand^ viewed with alarm the advances of 
such a formidable competitor. He knew but of 
one way to disarm the rivaby that menaced his 
happiness, which was to reveal his own attach- 
ment in confidence to the Prince. Conde, with a 
generosity rare at that profligate period, sacrificed 
his passion to friendship. He not only discon- 
tinued his attentions, but he aided his rival to 
carry off the prize, and afterwards reconciled the 
lady^s family, who were his own maternal relatives, 
to the marriage. After Chatillon^s death, at the 
battle of Charenton, Conde renewed his suit with 
the Duchess. It was coldly received. But when 
reverses had darkened the proud fortunes of the 
hero, when the eagle was caged in the donjon of 
ViDcennes, AngeUque, touched with pity, devoted 
herself to solace his mother^s grief and to pro- 
mote his Hberation. 

The party at Chantilly was soon joined by the 
able and faithful Lenet. Communications were 
then opened with the partisans of the Princes 
throughout the country; and with independent 
members of the Parliament of Paris who resented 
the infraction of the Declaration of October as a 
fatal blow to public liberty. Anne of Austria had 
hastened from Normandy, with her son and Car- 
dinal Mazarin, to press the siege of Bellegarde 
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where the Count of Boatteville made a stout 
defence. The restoration of the Marquis of 
Chateauneuf to his old place of Keeper of the 
Seals, the grant of the reversion of the post of 
High Admiral to the Duke of Beaufort, and the 
flatteries and promises lavished on the Coadjutor, 
secured for the present the allegiance of the 
Fronde and the tranquillity of Paris. But 
the absence of the Regent and her Minister 
from the centre of Government, allowed oppor- 
tunities of political intrigue, which the in- 
defatigable Lenet strove to turn to account. The 
young Princess at first had little weight in the 
councils at Chantilly. She was regarded as an 
intruder into the family of Bourbon, as a feeble 
girl without capacity or high instincts to 
qualify her for the direction of State afEairs. 
Lenet was the first to discern glimmerings of a 
lofty spirit and superior talents through the veil 
of her timid reserve. His schemes were paralyzed 
by the irresolution and avarice of the Dowager 
Princess, whose courage was broken, and whose 
natural failings were morbidly developed by age 
and misfortune. JForeseeing that Claire, especially 
if ^accompanied by her son, would play a much 
more important part in a civil war, he constantly 
lent her encouragement and support. 
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Plotting^ however, was not the sole occupation 
of the fair conspirators at Chantilly. Golden 
threads of pleasure were interwoven in the sombre 
tissue of intrigue. The Chateau, crowning' scenery 
of bewitching beauty, surrounded by gardens laid 
out with exquisite taste, and graced by the pre- 
sence of young and lovely women, became the 
secret resort of gallant gentlemen from all parts 
of the kingdom. The Dowager Princess, with 
the majestic remains of that peerless beauty which 
had so nearly set all Europe in a flame, still pre- 
served undiminished a sparkling wit, and the 
charm of conversational powers not less remark- 
able than her beauty. Many an amusing anecdote 
of her royal lover, relieving gloomier recollections 
of the terrible Richelieu, was now drunk in from 
her lips by a brilliant circle of dehghted listeners. 
In the fervid heat of noon, ladies and cavaliers 
dispersed themselves through the deHcious shades 
of embowering f oHage, weaving the bright fancies 
■of youth and passion, as they lounged in luxurious 
indolence in perfumed arbours, which the faint 
breath of orange trees, and the cool murmurs of 
gleaming fountains made paradises for a Sybarite. 
At eventide, when a gentle breeze awaking fanned 
the earth with its fragrant wings, they strolled in 
laughing groups by the borders of the lake. The 

VOL. n. D 



50 



vivid flash of wit^ the genial play of humour^ the 
gorgeous dreams of fancy^ the light jest^ the 
stinging epigram^ the soft magic of love^ eloquent 
in bright smiles and chivalrons homage^ threw a 
sunshine over the cares of faction^ and lent a 
deeper spell to that enchanting landscape^ which 
spread away^ radiant and ever various^ beneath the 
stately promenoirs of Chantilly. 

This chequer'ed life of conspiracy and pleasure 
was brought somewhat abruptly to a close. 
Secret reports from Paris informed the Regentj 
then at Dijon^ that Chantilly had become a focus 
of rebellion. She despatched a gentleman of the 
King's household, named De Vouldy,to arrest the 
Princesses, and to escort the younger to Chateau- 
roux, a stem and isolated old castle, belonging to 
Cond6, in Berri. The sudden occupation of the 
neighbouring villages by detachments of the royal 
troops gave the fair offenders at Chantilly warning 
of their danger, and, with the assistance of Lenet, 
they concerted an ingenious plan of operations to 
defeat the intentions of the Regent. 

The Dowager Princess, feigning severe illness, 
retired to her bed. Claire, who, when the alarm 
was given, was confined to her's by fever, arose, 
and concealed herself with the little Duke of 
Enghien. Her place was taken by Miss Gerbier, 
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a young English lady of her household, whose 
resemblance to her mistress was sufficient to de- 
ceive a not TOry intrusive observer, in the 
gloom of a sick chamber. A gardener's son was 
dressed to represent the Duke of Bnghien. De 
Vouldy, on producing the Regent's warrant, was 
introduced with the most anxious precautions into 
the bed-chambers of the Princesses, and so well 
did the pretended invalids perform their parts 
that he was thoroughly deceived. He naturally 
shrank from Tmnecessary harslmess towards pri- 
Boners whose rank, sex, and condition of health, 
claimed respectful forbearance. Contenting him- 
seK with making arrangements to visit them in 
person at short intervals, he left them in com- 
parative freedom. Towards midnight, Claire, 
accompanied by her son, disguised as a girl, and 
by a few ladies, stole from the chateau. At the 
outskirts of the forest the party found a capacious 
coach and six, of sober colour, which had been 
stationed there to receive them by the care of 
Lenet. They entered at once, and set off for the 
Castle of Montrond, travelling as the family of 
Madame de Tourville, the Princess's first Lady of 
Honour. Their safety was watched over by a 
mounted escort of gentlemen, who, in order to 
avoid observation, travelled in pairs, each detach- 
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ment stopping at a different inn^ and suppressing 
all recognition of the others. On reaching Paris 
a change of horses was obtained from the Hotel 
de Condfe, and the fugitives continued theirjoumey 
southwards^ halting only at the houses of assured 
friends, when rest and food were absolutely 
necessary. They crossed the Loire at a ferry 
opposite the chateau of the Duke of Sully, grand- 
son of the great minister, who had passed more 
than forty years in this retreat, having survived 
Cardinal Richeheu. As Claire waited on the bank 
for the coach to be ferried over, sitting, in order 
to disarm suspicion, on Lenet's knee, she was 
recognised by a servant from the chateau. The 
Duke courteously offered her hospitahty and 
succour, but dreading the risk of delay, she 
pressed forward, and, after an exhausting journey 
of three days and nights, reached Montrond in 
safety. 

The Castle of Montrond crowned the summit 
of a precipitous cliff which arose in the angle 
formed by the junction of the rivers Cher and 
Marmaude. Towering high from the centre of an 
extensive plain, it commanded the little town of 
St. Amand, which lay nestling at its feet, and one 
of the most beautiful and fruitful regions of 
France. Nature and art had combined to render 
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the place almost impregnable. Three sides of the 
clifE^ furrowed by chasms, were washed by a deep 
and rapid cmrent. The fourth side was girdled 
by three lines of strong fortifications, the outer- 
most of which could only be approached by a 
single narrow pathway hewn in the rock. An 
abundant spring of pure water gushed forth on 
the summit, fertilizing a considerable extent of 
pasturage. It was a stronghold in whicji a smaU 
garrison, weU suppUed with ammunition and pro- 
visions, might have defied with impunity a power- 
ful army. But the Princess found it on her 
arrival so destitute of defenders and of the means 
of defence, that, notwithstanding its strength, it 
afforded but an insecure refuge from the anger of 
the Regent. 

Meanwhile the comedy of Chantilly was suc- 
cessfully played out. Every day De Vouldy 
visited his prisoners, politely assured himself of 
their safety, and awaited their convalescence in 
complete security. Rumours of the flight of the 
younger Princess having reached Mazarin, a 
second messenger was despatched to Chantilly 
from the Court. But De Vouldy laughed to 
scorn the uneasiness of the Government. The 
young lady, he averred, was never longer than a 
few hours out of his sight. His eyes were only 
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opened to tlie deception that had been practised 
on him^ when the Dowager Princess^ haying allowed 
finfficient time to elapse for her daughter-in-laVs 
jotmiey, escaped by mght to Paris, attended by 
Madame de Ghatillon. 

The Chambers having adjonmed for vacation, 
the old Princess concealed herself for ten days in 
the honse of a friendly GonnciUor of Bequests. 
On the morning of the re-assembling of the Par- 
liament she went with Madame de Ghatillon to the 
Palace of Justice^ holding in her hand a petition 
to the High Gonrt that the article against arbitrary 
arrests in the Declaration of October, 1648, 
might be enforced. Standing at the outer door, for 
a long time she vaLoly solicited each member as 
he came in to advocate her cause. At length a 
patriotic magistrate, named Deslande Payen, said 
he should not be prevented by fear from doing 
his duty, and took charge of the petition. At the 
instance of the First President Mol^, a day was 
appointed for its consideration, and Madame de 
Gondfe was assigned a temporary residence under 
the protection of the Gourt. 

The Palais Boyal and the Fronde were still in 
the first transports of their strange alliance, and 
the coalition employed every art and strained every 
effort to defeat the motion. The Duke of Orleans, 
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who represented tlie Crown, during the Regent's 
absence in Burgundy, went to the Palace of 
Justice, accompanied by De Retz and Beaufort, 
to cast the weight of his personal influence into 
the scale of authority. They found the old 
Princess awaiting their arrival in the entrance 
hall. Throwing herself at their feet, with tearful 
supplications, she implored their compassion. 
Orleans escaped from her in haste, muttering 
some incoherent excuses ; Beaufort could not utter 
a word; ^^and as for me,'' says De Retz, ^' I 
almost died of shame.'' Deslande Payen sup- 
ported the prayer of his client with ability and 
courage. The magistrates found themselves in a 
position of peculiar embarrassment. They had 
gone to all lengths, even so far as to plunge the 
kingdom into civil war, in defence of the principle 
of the Uberty of the subject invoked by their sup- 
pliant. To suffer this principle, when the ink of 
the treaty solemnly affirming it was scarcely dry, 
to be openly violated without even a protest, was 
to pass the most severe condemnation on them- 
selves. They must stand convicted before all 
Prance either of unjustifiable rebellion or of a 
servile betrayal of the national iQterests. But the 
odious despotism of Cond^ was still fresh in every 
memory- — ^still filled every heart with hatred and 
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with fear. And strong personal and paity ani- 
mosities overbore, in the minds of the majority^ 
higher considerations of patriotism and justice. 
De Eetz and his satellites inveighed against the 
insolent tyranny of the great enemy of popular 
rights. The Duke of Orleans, in an artful speech 
of affected moderation, deplored the necessities of 
the time which compelled him to oppose the im- 
mediate Uberation of his cousins, as being fraught 
with danger to the State. To clinch his argu- 
ments, he produced an intercepted copy of a treaty, 
which Madame de Longueville and Turenne had 
concluded with the Spaniards. The sight of this 
treasonable document quieted the conscience of 
the Assembly, by seeming to afford the justifica- 
tion which it felt that the course it was resolved 
to follow needed. The petition was rejected by a 
large majority. The old Princess, however, chiefly 
through the interposition of Mol^, was permitted 
by the Regent to retire to the country seat of the 
Duchess of Chatillon. The proud spirit that had 
borne her up amidst the misfortunes of her married 
life, amidst the ruin of her illustrious house, 
when her husband seemed hopelessly estranged 
from her, when her gallant and accomplished 
brother, the last Duke of Montmorenci, perished 
on the scaffold, sank under the calamities that 
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overwhelmed her children. Crushed by a weight 
of grief and despair, which all the tender solicitude 
of Madame de Ohatillon was unable to lighten, 
she soon found refuge from her sufferings in the 
grave. 

While these events were passing in Paris, the 
younger Princess, assisted by the able and 
energetic Lenet, was striving against almost in- 
superable difficulties to put Montrond in a state 
of defence. The Castle was destitute of resources 
of every kind, and Claire soon learned that mis- 
fortune has a gorgon aspect which turns the hearts 
of friends into stone. Her father, the old Marshal 
Brez6, famous throughout the kingdom for his 
eccentric and somewhat cynical habits, had died 
in the early part of the year. On his death-bed 
he exacted an oath from his principal officer, 
Dumont by name, to hold the strong town of 
Saumur, of which he had long been Governor, in 
the interest of his daughter. Claire's first step 
on reaching Montrond was to communicate with 
Dumont and with the Prince of Marsillac, who 
had just succeeded to his patrimonial title of Duke 
of la Rochefoucault. The Duke assembled all his 
retainers, upon the pretext of celebrating his 
father's obsequies, and marched towards Saumur. 
But news meeting him on the way that Dumont, 
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seduced by Mazarines bribes^ had betrayed his 
trusty he was obliged to disband his forces^ and 
retire to the Chateau of Vertenil. The old 
Princess of Cond6^ whose many admirable qualities 
were sullied by the vice of avarice, distracted by 
anguish and terror, refused to unlock her hoards. 
The powerful connexions of Cond6 and Brez6, 
believing the cause of the imprisoned Princes 
hopeless, hastened to make their peace with the 
Regent, and in reply to their young kinswoman's 
solicitations for succour, counselled submission. 
She could see from the battlements, the new 
Governor of Bern, the Count of St. Aignan, a 
creature of Mazarin, prowling around the Castle 
with a strong body of horsemen, as if meditating 
hostilities. After a while, intelligence arrived of 
the surrender of BeUegarde, the last remaining 
possession of her husband in Burgundy. The 
condition of her affairs seemed utterly desperate 
even to her staunchest supporters. But she bo^e 
bravely up against disaster and defection. '^ Her 
trust,*' she said, '^ was in God, the protector of 
innocence.'' 

Brightening prospects gradually justified the 
young Princess's confidence. Sums of money, 
raised by the sale or on the security of her 
father's effects, were secretly expended in 
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procttring munitions of war. Many of tha 
late defenders of Bellegarde stole across the 
country, and threw themselves into Montrond. 
The neighbouring gentry sent in supplies of pro- 
visions under cover of the night. And what was 
of the greatest moment, the 'EiegGD.t and Mazarin, 
having their hands f uU in other quarters, and de- 
spising her as an adversary, allowed themselves to 
listen to her excuses, conveyed in a letter full of 
pathos and submission, which deprecated Anne of 
Austria's anger, and the hostfle proceedings of St. 
Aignan, Accepting her plea that she had sub- 
stantially obeyed the royal mandate in retiring to 
Berri,the Government imprudently instructed St. 
Aignan to suffer her to remain unmolested during 
her good behaviour. It soon had reason bitterly 
to repent its error. The gentry of Bern, who 
now flocked openly to pay her their respects, cap- 
tivated by the natural charm of her manners and 
conversation, became enthusiastic in her cause. 
Every day noble volunteers arrived from all parts 
of France to swell the garrison of Montrond. In 
order not to arouse suspicion, most of these were 
quietly quartered in the village of St. Amand, or 
distributed through the neighbouring chateaux. 
Finally the Dukes of Bouillon and La Roche- 
f Qucault sent her word that they had concerted a 
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plan of operations, and were ready to take the 
field at the head of their vassals, if she would join 
them with her son. 

It was resolved in the Princess's Council, of 
which the leading members were Lenet and 
Count Coligni, that she should embrace without 
delay the proposal of the Dukes. A great hunting 
party was proclaimed, and upon the pretext of 
sport, the partizans of Cond^, in Berri, were sum- 
moned to meet at Montrond. When the guests 
had all assembled in the great hall of the castle, 
the gates were locked, and Claire entered the 
apartment, leading the little Duke of Enghien by 
the hand. Nature had endowed her with few of 
the external attributes with which fancy loves to 
adorn a heroiile. Her figure, though graceful and 
well-pr®portioned, was diminutive ; her features, 
pleasing and intelligent rather than striking, not- 
withstanding the soft fire of her eyes, were defi- 
cient in regularity; her manners on ordinary 
occasions were remarkably gentle and unobtrusive. 
But her insignificant frame was informed by a 
noble spirit which, when stirred by deep emotion^ 
lit up her countenance into singular beauty, and 
touched her tongue with irresistible eloquence. 
And now when, pale and weeping, but with the 
light of heroic courage flashing through her 
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tears, she recounted in pathetic language the 
woes and wrongs of her husband and her son, and 
told her moved listeners that she was about to 
confide to the keeping of their honour the Castle 
of Montrond, the wreck of the fortunes of a 
Prince, but yesterday the strength and glory of 
France, to-day the impotent victim of a per- 
fidious foreigner, the assembled warriors, elec- 
trified by her words, sprang to their feet as one 
man, and swore to die in its defence. 

Tearing herself away with difficulty from a 
scene of frantic enthusiasm, Claire, attended by 
Lenet, CoHgni, and a small train, left Montrond 
on the night of the 8th of May, and started upon 
her j oumey . She rode on a pHlion behind Coligni, 
who, to disarm suspicion, gave out at each halting- 
place on the route that she was a rich heiress 
whom he was carrying off into the wilds of Au- 
vergne. This pretext sufficed in that adventurous 
age to obtain for him general sympathy and assis- 
tance. They crossed the Cher and afterwards the 
AJlier, eluding the rapid pursuit of St. Aignan, 
climbed by rocky paths the steep mountains of 
Chantal, and on the 14th of May reached the 
camp which the Dukes had pitched near the village 
of Anglar. As the Princess rode along the lines 
of burnished steel and tossiug plumes, drawn up to 
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receive her^ there arose in a miglity shont, a war- 
cry which shortly afterwards re-echoed throogh- 
out France, ^' Long live the Princes and down 
with Mazarin/^ She was conducted in a species of 
triumphal procession to Bouillon^s ancestral seat, 
the Chateau of Turenne. 

The Duke entertaiued his fair guest with 
princely hospitaHty. He accorded her sovereign 
honours. FStes, balls, masquerades, crowned the 
day with pleasure and dethroned the night. But, 
with the chief personages, revelry was but the 
mask of pohtical intrigue, furnishing occasions 
for drawing together the neighbouring gentry. 
Whilst apparently engrossed by festivity the 
Princess and the Dukes laboured incessantly in 
secret council to organize a formidable revolt. 
They sought to enlist the support of the great 
Huguenot connexion of the south-west, which, 
until shattered by. the blows of EicheKeu, had 
often successfully defied the whole power of the 
Crown. But their most anxious care was to 
induce the Parliament and citizens of Bordeaux 
actively to espouse the cause of the Princes. In 
order to understand this solicitude, it is only 
necessary to keep in view the pohtical condition 
of the state. At that period of selfish turbulence, 
the countenance of one of the High Courts of 
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Jnstice was essential to the success of an insurrec- 
tion. These great magisterial bodies were the 
sole barriers that protected the mass of the 
population from the despotism of the Crown; and 
in their public conduct might be recognised some- 
thing of the spirit and dignity of the laws of 
which they were interpreters and guardians. 
Unlike the factious nobles who took advantage of 
the disorders of the kingdom to eke out their 
slender revenues by rapine, who obeyed only the 
ever varying impulses of individual cupidity or 
caprice, the Parliaments were ever consistently 
united in the defence of their common privileges^ 
and frequently joined in vindicating pubHo 
liberty and national interests. The honourable 
contrast which their fidelity to their order and 
their patriotism afforded to the political profligacy 
of the nobility, and their origin among the great 
unprivileged class, secured to them the attach- 
ment and veneration of the people. Wealthy 
burghers, who paid but a grumbling obedience 
to a Boyal Edict, donned helmet and loosed purse- 
string with alacrity at the appeal of a Parliament. 
An insiirrection inaugurated with such auspices 
lost in the popular eye the darker hues of re- 
belUou, and was, in a manner, hallowed by the 
sanction of public justice. 
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The house of Cond6 and the city of Bordeaux 
were bound together by hereditary ties of pro- 
tection and gratitude. The captive Prince him- 
self had laid the citizens under obligations. They 
viewed his downfall with regret, and were moved 
^J ^ generous compassion for his wife and son. 
Domestic grievances of their own strengthened 
this feeling of sympathy. They groaned under 
the insolent exactions of the Duke of Epemon, a 
rapacious and profligate nobleman, whom, in 
opposition to their repeated remonstrances^ 
Mazarin upheld in his mis-government of 
Aquetaine on account of the suit of his son, the 
Duke of Candale, for the Countess of Martinozzi, 
the Cardinal^s beautiful niece. Thus, at this 
critical juncture, the second city of the kingdom, 
already biasseij in her favour by ancient associa- 
tions and personal attachment, was goaded by 
oppression to take up arms in the Princess's 
cause. 

Claire and her council, on receiving certain 
intelligence of the favourable sentiments of the 
citizens of Bordeaux> determined to assemble all 
their forces without delay and march upon the 
city. This resolution was executed with celerity 
and vigour. Messages flew through the adjacent 
provinces summoning the partizans of the im- 
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prisoned Princes to assemble in arms, and the 
call was promptly obeyed. From the rugged 
mountains of Auvergne ; from the golden plains 
of Languedoc, consecrated to poetry and love ; 
from the vine-clad slopes of Gascony, gallant 
nobles poured to the common rendezvous, girt 
with numerous and warlike vassals, all wearing 
over their armour scarves of ^^Isabelle/' This 
badge of the insurgents derived its origin and its 
name from an incident sufficiently ludicrous in 
itself, and curious, as being perhaps the last 
historical illustration of one of the customs of 
more pious times. In the year 1601, the Arch- 
duchess Isabella, Sovereign of the Netherlands, 
besieged Ostend, which had revolted from the 
Spanish rule, with a powerful army. The cannon 
of the Spaniards soon battered down the defences 
of the town ; yawning breaches invited an assault; 
and the Archduchess, in the fervour of her 
enthusiasm and to stimulate her troops, rashly 
vowed that she would not change her linen till 
the place had fallen. She found to her mis- 
fortune that she had sadly under-rated the 
stubborn valour of the Flemings. The garrison, 
with deplorable want of consideration, made a 
most obstinate resistance. Successive storming 
parties were repulsed with prodigious slaughter. 
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The shattered ramparts^ manned by determined 
patriotism^ were proof against all the resources of 
military science and skill, ezhansted by the com- 
passionate gallantly of the most chivalroiis and 
yeteran army of Europe. The siege was turned 
into a blockade, and three long years had passed 
away before the patient vigilance of the besiegers 
famished the citizens into submission. Isabella, 
being a devout Catholic, kept her vow, at a sad 
sacrifice of personal comfort, and of the lustre of 
her linen. As may be imagined, her ladies were 
plunged into profound despair. They anxiously 
sought the most appropriate means of testifying 
their sympathy. Even courtly flattery, even 
Spanish loyalty shrank from the inconveniences 
of a strict imitation. But they suggested an 
expedient which afforded at once a touching and 
an unobjectionable expression of grief, which 
invested the iair mourners with all the interest, 
without involving any of the misery of martyrdom. 
All the ladies of the Flemish Court had their 
linen dyed a pale yellow. This jaundiced tint 
became the rage, the magic of fashion gave it 
beauty, its origin gave it a name, and Cond^ 
raised it to political significance, by adopting it as 
his particular colour. 

At the head of a small but well-appointed army 
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tte PrinceBS rapidly descended the Dordogne, 
The Duke of Epemon sent his brother, the Cheva- 
lier de la VaJette, with a strong force to oppose 
her, and a battle was fought near the village of 
Montdar. The Royalists were routed and driven 
from the field, leaving their standards, baggage, 
and military chest in the hands of the insurgents. 
The victorious troops continued their march to the 
&mou3 chateau of Oourtras, which had been in- 
herited by the Princess on the death of her 
brother, the Duke of Brez^, Here it was deter- 
Quned to await fresh advices from Bordeaux. 
Summer now rejoiced in the exquisite freshness 
of its early bloom. The country around the 
chateau, the scene of the defeat of the Duke of 
Joyeuse by Henry of Navarre, was crowned with 
majestic woods, which opened in long shadowy 
vistas upon an enchantiug variety of landscapes, 
resplendent with the glowing hues of the South. 
Mountains now stem and bare, now waving with 
verdure ; gently swelling slopes clothed with vine- 
yards and olive-groves ; golden valleys 'through 
which the tributaries of the Dordogne wandered 
like veins of silver, grouped in ever-changing 
forms of beauty, charmed the eye. In this 
region of delight war smoothed his rugged front, 
and laid aside all hia ferocity. The Duke of Bouil- 
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lon^ violently smitten by the attractions of Mis& 
Gterbier, who had contrived to rejoin her mistress, 
set an example of gallantry which gave a tone to 
the whole army. The sweet forest glades, upon 
whose flower-enamelled sward Titania might have 
loved to gambol with her fairy court, resounded 
with the mirth of less ethereal revellers ; and occa- 
sionally some Orlando might be seen carving the 
memorials of his passion on the venerable trees, 
the mangled witnesses of his raptures or despair. 

Tidings of an unfavourable character quickly 
terminated this brief season of dalliance. The 
Parliament of Paris, on receiving intelligence of 
the outbreak of civil war, had proclaimed Bouillon 
and La Rochefoucault public enemies. The 
Dukes of la Force, St. Simon, Tremouille, and 
other influential Huguenots, upon whose co-opera- 
tion the insurgents had counted, refused to move, 
or declared for the Government. Lavie, Advocate- 
General of the Parliament of Bordeaux, had been 
sent down from the Court to keep the city to its 
allegiance, and was vigorously supported by the 
municipal authorities. An adverse reaction 
swayed the Parliament. This body had been 
willing to harbour and defend persecuted fugi- 
tives, the wife and son of their benefactor. But it 
hesitated to incur the manifold perils which it 
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foresaw must result from admitting into the city 
a victorious Princess, surrounded by a devoted 
army, commanded by turbulent and unscrupulous 
noblemen who had been declared traitors by the 
highest judicial authority of the kingdom. The 
mass of the citizens, however, filled with unreason- 
ing hatred of Epemon and Mazarin, did not share 
the wise apprehensions of the magistrates. But 
their leaders found it necessary to temporise. 
Messages from her principal adherents urged the 
Princess to enter Bordeaux without delay, un- 
attended by the Dukes or by any armed escort. 
Responding to these invitations, she crossed the 
Garonne in an open boat, accompanied only by her 
son and her ladies. When she reached the port 
the guns of several hundred vessels thundered 
forth their welcome. The whole population of the 
city poured forth to receive her, and bore her in 
triumph along streets spanned by festive arches, 
gay with the streaming banners of many nations, 
and strewn with flowers, to a palace which had been 
prepared for her residence. 

Early on the following morning, Claire, attended 
by a vast crowd, went to the House of Parlia- 
ment and petitioned the assembled magistrates to 
espouse her cause. The debate on her petition was 
stormy and protracted. But the tide of opinion 
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was flowing strongly in &TOiir of a neutral policy;, 
when the Princess rushed into the Chamber^ lead- 
ing her little son by the hand^ and beautiful in the 
sublime agony of maternal woe. She was re- 
ceived with deep respect^ and at once accorded a 
hearing. The grief and love of a mother inspired 
her language. She said she had brought her son 
to the Parliament of Bordeaux a suppliant for 
justice and for protection against Mazarin. He 
alone of his house was at liberty; he was only 
seven years of age; his illustrious father was in 
irons; his ancestors had been their protectors; 
would they not have compassion on his tender in- 
nocence which represented so much glory and so 
many misfortunes I Here emotion choked her 
voice^ and the little Prince^ casting himself upon 
his knee^ exclaimed^ ''Be a father to me^ gentle- 
men^ for Cardinal Mazarin has deprived me 
of mine/' An appeal so touching would have 
melted more flinty hearts than those which beat 
in the bosoms of the Grascons. Many of the 
magistrates wept aloud^ and the President^ in a 
broken voice, entreated the Princess to withdraw, 
in order that the discussion might be resumed. 
Still the Parliament, strong in its sense of public 
duty, shrank from embarking in a rebellion. It 
v^as proposed to adjourn the debate, and a mes- 
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sage was sent to the Princess, requesting her to 
return to her Palace. But she refused to leave 
the building while the question at issue remained 
undecided j and the angry murmurs of the multi*^ 
tude which, agitated by fierce passion, surged 
through the outer hall, warned the Chamber of 
the danger of procrastination. At length a decree 
was passed, by a small majority, that '^ the 
Princess of Conde and the Duke of Enghien 
might reside in the town under the safe-guard of 
the laws/^ The result was such as the more 
prudent councillors had foreseen. Bouillon and 
La Rochefoucault entered Bordeaux without ask- 
ing permission. At their instigation the mob 
attacked and pillaged the house of Lavie, intending 
to take his life ; but he was fortunate enough to 
escape from their fury in disguise. With the 
connivance of the majority of the citizens, the 
Dukes gradually introduced their soldiers into the 
town, and having thus gained complete command 
of it, the Parliament was irretrievably committed 
to a civil war. 

It was fortunate for the inhabitants of Bordeaux 
that they were not exposed alone, and still unpre- 
pared for defence, to be crushed by the whole 
power of the French Crown. At the moment 
when they raised the standard of insurrection, a 
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fonoidable inyaaion burst across the northern 
frontiers^ and divided the forces of tlie monarchy. 
Long and almost incredible mal-administration^ 
and the exhausting efforts of the '^ Thirty Years' 
War/' had reduced the great Spanish monarchy 
to the last degree of prostration. Its treasury 
was bankrupt ; its arsenals were empty ; a few un- 
armed vessels of war that lay rotting in its silent 
dockyards, a few ragged and famished regiments, 
ill-disciplined, and worse led, represented the in- 
vincible Armadas and the superb armies of 
Philip II. But Castihan pride had spumed the 
terms of the peace of Munster ; and an alluring 
prospect had now opened upon the Spanish 
Government of recovering, in a few months, from 
distracted France, all that had been lost in ten 
disastrous campaigns. Gonde, a name above all 
others of fear and woe to Spain, was in a French 
dungeon, and the Southern provinces had risen in 
arms in his cause. The next in renown of living 
generals, the skilful Turenne, had arrived at the 
Court of Brussels, commissioned by a powerful 
French party to proffer alliance and solicit aid. 
Even Spanish apathy was roused to turn to account 
circumstances which promised such sweet revenge 
and such splendid advantages. The whole force 
of the Low Countries advanced into Champagne, 
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under tlie Archduke Ferdinand and Tnrenne. 
Mazarin^ emulating tlie military as well as the 
literary and artistic tastes of RicheKeu, reserved 
to himself the glory of repelling this inroad ; and 
despatched Marshal la Meillerai^ a brave and 
skilful commander, with a strong body of troops, 
to queU the Southern rebelUon. 

A struggle, memorable in the annals of Bor- 
deaux, now began. The royal forces assailed the 
town vigorously from without, while faction and 
tumult, secretly fomented by Bouillon and La 
Eochefoucault, who were incensed by the un- 
concealed aversion in which they were held by the 
Parliament, raged within its walls. But the 
citizens, full of courage and ardour, admirably 
organised and admirably led by the Dukes, not 
only repelled their assailants in several sharp 
conflicts, but won brilKant success in ofEensive 
operations. Epemon having seized and fortified 
the Island of St. George, a post of great advan- 
tage above the city, a body of new levies, trained 
by Bouillon, stormed the works and made prisoners 
the Chevalier de Canolles and a garrison of three 
hundred men. And the prudence, winning man- 
ners, and unbounded popularity of the young 
Princess were constantly employed, with the 
happiest results, in restoring order and healing 
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dissemsioiifi. The greatest difficulty she had to 
encounter was want of money. Her resonrces^ 
and the resources of the Dukes had been com- 
pletely drained by their first great efiPdrt. Wealthy 
adherents, on whose contributions she had reUed, 
failed her at the last moment. The Parliament 
had, as yet, given her only lukewarm support; and 
arbitrarily to tax the citizens, already staggering 
under the burdens of the war, was too odious an 
expedient to be thought of. But the army was 
without pay. In order to extricate herself from 
her embarrassments, she, by the advice of her 
council, concluded a treaty of alliance with the 
King of Spain. The sanction of the Parliament 
to this treasonable proceeding was despaired of, 
but the Dukes, with the view of involving the 
magistrates in its consequences, persuaded her 
to give public audience to Don Joseph Ozorio, 
the Ambassador sent to her by his CathoUc 
Majesty. 

This hazardous step had well-nigh led to a 
catastrophe. The magistrates, although carried 
along by the popular torrent, had, from the be- 
ginning, regarded with dislike and apprehension 
the presence and conduct of the Dukes. This 
last act of defiance effectually roused their 
national spirit into energetic opposition. They 
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were the champions of their coimtry's liberties, 
not the abettors of its hereditary enemies. Far 
from falling into the trap laid for them, they 
passed a decree of outlawry against the Am- 
bassador and all who favoured him. The un- 
compromising condemnation of the Parliament 
irritated the Princess's Council, and especially 
stung the haughty soul of BouiUon, He was 
skilled, in an unusual degree, in the more 
dangerous arts of a demagogue, in stirring up 
the foul dregs which, in times of political disorder, 
rise from the secret caverns of society to float and 
fester on its surface, the signs and agents of public 
calamity. He now wielded the weapons of sedition 
with terrible effect. 

On the second day after that on which the ob- 
noxious decree was passed, an armed mob, breath- 
ing vengeance, surrounded the Palace of Justice. 
The Parliament, seeing itseH in imminent danger 
of being massacred, sent pressing messages to 
Bouillon and La ^qhef oucault, imploring them to 
still the tumult they had raised ; but the Dukes 
refused to interfere. An appeal was then made 
to the Princess, who had been left in ignorance 
of the commotion. She instantly hurried to the 
scene of danger. Her appearance somewhat 
calmed the fury of the multitude ; and, parsing 
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through a lane hedged by dense masses of hnman 
beings^ whom senseless rage had changed into 
wild beasts^ she entered the House of Assembly^ 
and entreated the magistrates to rescind their 
decree. These brave men scorned to purchase 
their lives at the price of dishonour. She returned 
to the mob and besought it to disperse. The 
mob replied by an angry roar of imprecation and 
menace^ hoarse and confused as the raving of the 
sea. While she vainly tried argument and sup- 
plication^ the measured tramp of a military force 
announced the advance of the city train-bands to 
rescue the magistrates. In a few moments the 
cries and the crash of a fierce conflict rose upon 
the air. The horrors of a fratricidal struggle, per- 
haps the destruction of the city, were averted by 
an act of sublime courage on the part of the 
Princess. Turning to her attendants, she bade 
those who loved her follow her, and threw herself 
between the hostile ranks. A hundred swords, 
some of them already crimsoned with blood, 
clashed around her ; but the humane feeling that 
rendered her fearless, seemed to render her invul- 
nerable. The combatants, touched by her prayers 
and her self-devotion, paused. A mementos res- 
pite was sufficient to allow outraged reason to 
resume her empire; to allow the fearful conse- 
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quences of their suicidal frenzy to flash upon the 
minds of all. Claire skilfully seized this moment 
of horror and remorse^ and persuaded the repentant 
multitude to disperse quietly to their homes. On 
the following day Don Joseph Ozorio departed from 
Bordeaux ; and, as the pressure of hostiKties began 
to be felt, the Parliament, alarmed for the safety 
of the city, gave the Princess more cordial support, 
and sent deputies to solicit the intervention of the 
Parliament of Paris. 

Meanwhile the Regent and Cardinal Mazarin 
had advanced into Champagne to oppose the 
Archduke Ferdinand and Turenne. But the 
campaign was bloodless. The military talents of 
the great French General were rendered of no 
avail by the slow incapacity of the Archduke and 
the deplorable condition of the Spanish army. 
Having wasted some weeks in fruitless demonstra- 
tions, the Spaniards retired ingloriously across 
the frontier. 

The Minister was . now at liberty to turn his 
whole attention to domestic troubles. The revolt 
of Bordeaux was hourly assuming a more alarm- 
ing aspect for the Court. The eyes of the whole 
kiugdom were rivetted by the extraordinary 
spectacle of a young Princess, without the slightest 
political knowledge or experience, hitherto an 
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object of compassion or of contempt in the exclu- 
sive circles to whicli she was known, suddenly, as 
it seemed, endowed by the spirit of love with all 
the attributes of Minerva, leading conquering 
armies, ruling councils of astute politicians, sway- 
ing popular assemblies, in a cause that appealed 
most directly to the sympathies of every French- 
man- the cause of a wife and mother, in arms to 
save her young son, to extricate her illustrious 
husband from the toils of a crafty foreign adven- 
turer. The tide of public feeling, ever subject to 
rapid changes among a sensitive and high-spirited 
people, had set in strongly in her favour. The 
adherents of the Princes, lately cowed and power- 
less, were raising their heads in all parts of the 
kingdom. The alliance between the Court and 
the Fronde was growing cold, and De Betz ap- 
peared to have accomplished the miracle of fixing 
in his own interests the unstable purposes of 
Gaston of Orleans. The Parliament of Paris gave 
a fraternal welcome to the deputation from the 
Parliament of Bordeaux, and showed a decided 
disposition to take part with the citizens against 
the Duke of Epemon. There was little doubt 
but that the other great judicial bodies of the 
kingdom would follow the lead of the Parliament 
of Paris. Mazarin saw that the rebellion was a 
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flame whicli, if not promptly extinguished, would 
consume him. Collecting all available reinforce- 
ments, he put himself at their head, and reaching 
Guienne by rapid marches, assumed the direction 
of the war. The Queen, taking with her Made- 
moiselle de Montpensier as a hostage for the 
fidelity of the Lieutenant-General, followed at a 
little distance the movements of the army. 

The first operation of the Cardinal was to lay 
siege to the Castle of Vayres on the Dordogne. 
Its conmiander, a valiant bourgeois of Bordeaux, 
named Bichon, made an obstinate defence, but the 
place fell, through the treachery of one of the 
garrison. In order to strike terror into the in- 
surgents, Mazarin ordered Bichon to be hanged 
as a traitor. He also gave directions that the 
Chateau of Verteuil, iu Poitou, the ancient and 
magnificent seat of the Dukes of la Bochef oucault, 
with its unique literary and artistic treasures, and 
its proud historical memorials, should be burned 
to the ground. It was among the most cherished 
recollections of the illustrious family of La 
Bochefoucault that the Emperor Charles Y. had 
been entertained at Yerteuil, and had said on 
parting from his host, ^' he had never entered a 
house which showed more of grandeur, courtesy, 
and virtue.^^ The present Duke, himself one of 
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the brighest ornaments of his line^ received the 
tidings of his irreparable loss with composorej 
merely remarking that it was another sacrifice for 
the adorable Madame de Longneyille. But the 
barbarous policy of the minister had a precisely 
opposite effect from that intended by its author. 
The indignation it aroused bound together all 
classes in Bordeaux in cordial union for the de- 
fence of the city; and it provoked instant reprisals. 
The tears and prayers of the Princess saved the 
three hundred prisoners, captured in the Island of 
St. George, from the vengeance of the populace, 
but a council of war unanimously decreed the 
immediate execution of the Chevalier de Canolles* 
The popular manners and brilliant social qualities 
of the unfortunate Canolles had made him a 
general favourite. Being allowed free range of 
the town on parole, he was the soul of all festive 
gatherings, and the news of his sentence was 
brought to him while feasting in gay abandon 
with a party of friends. He heard the announce- 
ment with a smile, believing it to be a jest. 
Claire strove hard to ob tain for him a reprieve, or 
at least a short respite from his doom, hoping to 
contrive his escape from the city. But her Council 
was inexorable, the stem laws of war and the 
public anger imperatively demanding a victim. 
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The ChevaKer was led out to death without even 
being permitted to see a minister of religion. 
The people would not suffer such unprofitable 
delay; they said that^ ''being a Mazarin, he must 
necessarily be damned/' 

The Duke of Bouillon also ordered the demoli- 
tion of the country house of the Archbishop of 
Bordeaux. These vigorous measures of retaliation 
not only put a stop to military executions, but 
seem to have arrested the unfinished work of 
destruction at Verteuil. 

The Eoyal Army next attacked the Island of 
St. George. The garrison, consisting of twelve 
hundred picked men, finding themselves cut ofE 
from communication with Bordeaux by batteries, 
which Marshal la Meillerai planted along the 
banks of the Garonne, lost heart, and surrendered 
after a feeble resistance. All the approaches of 
the city were now in possession of the Royalists. 

The Bordelais had made incredible efforts to 
put their town in an efficient state of defence. 
The impediments were, in truth, such as only the 
most resolute and persevering courage could 
overcome. A very short time had sufficed to 
show the value of the vaunting professions of 
Spain. The absolute ruler of the magnificent 
empire upon which the sun never set was unable 
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to aid tliem with a single musket or a single 
doubloon. Their military chest was empty. The 
Princess had pawned her last jewel. The pay of 
the army was months in arrear. The ancient for- 
tifications of the city had crumbled into ruin. 
Skilled engineers and the material of war were 
wanted for the creating and the arming of new 
ramparts. But the extraordinary popularity of 
the Princess, the enthusiasm and high military 
qualities of the Grascons, the energy and example 
of the Dukes, and, more than all, the fertile 
genius of Bouillon, supplied every deficiency. 

The weakest poiat in the approaches to the 
city, and the most exposed to attack, was the 
Faubourg St. Surin, leading to the gate of 
Dijeaux. This Faubourg was formed by one or 
two open streets, and contained the Archbishop's 
palace, and the ruins of a Eoman amphitheatre, 
said to have been built by the Emperor Gallienus. 
Bouillon, seeiag the danger of allowing it to be 
occupied by the Royalists, spared no pains in for- 
tifying it ; and he was seconded by the citizens 
with untiring zeal. The whole population, with- 
out distinction of rank, age, or sex, turned out to 
labour at the works. Claire, her ladies, and the 
little Duke of Enghien shared the toils and 
dangers of the meanest citizen. Defences sprang 
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np as if by enchantment. The streets were closed 
by strong barricades. The buildings on either 
side were converted into fortresses, loop-holed 
and garrisoned. Practised marksmen swarmed in 
the adjacent vine-yards ; and out of a h^ap of 
rubbish accumulated before the gate of Dijeaux, 
Bouillon, with admirable skill, constructed a half - 
moon. 

As the Duke had foreseen. Marshal la Meillerai, 
renowned for success in sieges, selected the 
Faubourg St. Surin as the chief point of attack. 
Choice troops, with strong supports, advanced to 
the assault, under the eye of Cardinal Mazarin. 
A withering fire in front and flank staggered the 
foremost columns, but, quickly re-forming under 
cover of their artfflery, they charged the barricades. 
They were met with equal resolution, and for many 
hours the combat raged, furious with all the mer- 
ciless fury of civil war. Through the ruined 
amphitheatre, through the crashing vine-yards, 
through the shattered barricades, the crimson tide of 
battle rolled and ebbed. Soon a thick pall 
of smoke, rent by flashing bolts of death, and 
lurid with the glare of burning houses, partially 
shrouded the horrors of the scene. But the ring- 
ing volleys of musketry, the tratnp and clash of 
charging ranks, the fierce cries of the combatants. 
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the groans of the djing^ blent together in all the 
maddening tumult of battle, pierced the sulphur- 
ous war-cloud, and bore tidings to the women 
and the old men, who with straining eyes and 
ghastly faces crowded every roof and steeple of 
the city, of the stem animosity and varying for- 
tunes of the fight. On this bloody day the Gas- 
cons well maintained their ancient renown. They 
repulsed with terrible slaughter six successive 
assaults of the Royal troops, the soldiers of Rocroi 
and Lens, trained to victory by Cond^ and Turenne. 
And never did the Gascon annals, rich as they are 
in great deeds of arms and in lives of famous 
captains, embalm the fame of leaders more worthy 
of a gaUant people. Wherever the danger 
gathered thickest, wherever the spirit of the 
defenders, oppressed by superior numbers, was 
seen to flag, wherever their closing ranks rushed 
with new ardour upon the foe, there, conspicuous 
to all, animating and sustaining all, was the 
impetuous courage of La Rochefoucault, or the 
serene intrepidity of Bouillon. It was only in 
the evening, when, thinned by carnage and faint 
with toil, that an overwhelming onset of fresh 
troops drove back the Bordelais into their town. 
On the following day La Meillerai pushed his 
operations against the half -moon before the gate 
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of Dijeaux. It was a feeble out-work, only six 
feet high, and hastily constructed out of a dung 
heap. But its defence illustrated well the old/ 
Spartan maxim, that courage is stronger than/ 
stone walls. Day after day carefully chosen' 
storming parties, thrown by the Marshal against 
this frail barrier, were flung back in utter rout, 
leaving pyramids of their slain as ghastly monu- 
ments of the indomitable valour of the citizens. 
After thirteen days of incessant fighting it became 
evident to the RoyaKst generals that, in order to 
reduce the city speedily, it would be necessary to 
resort to a bombardment. 

But Cardinal Mazarin was naturally averse to 
extreme measures ; and he knew that, in destroy- 
ing s^ph a flourishing commercial mart, he would 
deal a fatal blow at the prosperity of France, and 
heap everlasting odium upon himself. The critical 
situation of his afEairs, however, rendered an 
immediate termination of the civil war of the 
last moment to him. Turenne, beating and out- 
manoeuvering two French Marshals, had made a 
rapid march, at the head of a body of cavalry, 
upon Vincennes, with the design of surprising 
the castle and releasing the Princes. Gkiston of 
Orleans, who, as Lieutenant General of the King- 
dom, had remained in the direction of affairs at 
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Paris, remoyed his cousins in time. But instead of 
transferring them to Havre, as the Court desired, 
he placed them in the Castle of Marcoussy, which 
belonged to the Count of Bntragues, an adherent 
of his own. The Regent and Cardinal Mazarin 
learned, with equal mortification and alarm, that 
their prisoners had passed from their control. 
Orleans had become the mere puppet of the 
Minister's most dangerous rival, De Retz; and 
the custody of Conde made the factious and weak- 
minded Duke arbiter of France. The Parliament 
of Paris had sent deputies to mediate between the 
Government and the Parliament of Bordeaux, and 
was hourly falling into a less compliant mood. 
The Spaniards were again in strength on the 
northern frontier. A resort to the extremities of 
war, and a prolonged siege, seemed alike to be^ 
fraught with disastrous consequences for the 
Cardinal. ^' The affair,'* he said, ^^ was a thistle 
which pricked on every side.'' He extricated 
himself from his dilemm^ with great address. 

In feigned deference to the authority of the 
Parliament of Paris, he allowed their commis- 
sioners to open negotiations with the citizens of 
Bordeaux, and to intimate that he was disposed 
to grant favourable terms of peace. The Borde- 
lais, on their part, were well inclined to an 
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honourable accommodation. The struggle had 
already overtaxed their resources. They felt 
their inability to sustain, single-handed, a pro- 
tracted contest against the Crown ; and the aid 
which they had been led to expect from the Duke 
of la Force and other powerful neighbours had 
failed them. But what influenced them most was 
the consideration that the vintage season had set 
in. A Kttle longer delay, and the whole of the 
yearns produce of the vineyards, in which their 
wealth consisted, would be spoiled. An honour- 
able reluctance to fail in their engagements with 
the Princess and the Dukes alone caused them to 
hesitate. But Claire and her Council, with great 
magnanimity, voluntarily released them from their 
pledges, and requested them to consult only their 
own interests. The Gascons were incapable of 
abusing this generosity. To insist on the libera- 
tion of the Princes would be useless, but the 
envoys despatched by the city to the royal camp 
were instructed to guard the iuterests of its allies 
as jealously as its own. The magistrates from 
Paris assumed the functions of arbitrators, and, 
after a few conferences, a treaty containing the 
most indulgent conditions for the insurgents was 
signed. It stipulated that the Princess should 
QQJoy all her revenues unmolested, and should^ 
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moreover, for her security, be allowed to garrison 
Montrond with one hundred and fifty men at the 
public expense ; that the confederate nobles should 
be received into favour, and restored to the 
estates, honours, and employments they had pos- 
sessed at the breaking out of the war ; and that a 
general amnesty should be proclaimed. It was 
also agreed, but in order to save the dignity of the 
Crown, by a secret article, that the Duke of 
Bpemon should be recalled, and a Governor, ap- 
proved by the citizens, appointed in his stead. 
Thus ended the famous war of Bordeaux. 

The Princess and the Dukes immediately pre- 
pared to quit the city in which they had won so 
much renown. Before her departure Claire dis- 
tributed all her remaining funds for the relief of 
the wounded and destitute officers of her party. 
The Parliament, as a public mark of the love and 
veneration of the citizens, redeemed, and by their 
affectionate importunity, forced her to accept the 
jewels she had pawned during the difficulties of 
the war. She was privately assured that, when 
the grapes had been gathered in, Bordeaux would 
again declare in favour of her husband. The 
whole population escorted her to the beautiful 
galley presented to her by the city, in which she 
was to ascend the river on her way to Courtras. 
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As the fairy vessel, bounding over the bright 
waters of the Garonne, bore her weeping from the 
scene of her glory, farewell cheers, mingled with 
sobs and loud lamentations, spoke the grief and 
love of the Gh;Scons. 

On her voyage she was met by Marshal la 
MeiUerai, who invited her to pay a visit to the 
Regent, at Bourg, a village at the mouth of the 
Dordogne, where the Court had resided during 
the siege. She consented, though with reluctance. 
She was ill and dispirited; she knew the haughty, 
unforgiving temper of Anne of Austria; but she 
scrupled to cast away even the faintest chance of 
serving her husband. The whole Court crowded 
forth to see the heroine it had so lately despised, 
and with whose fame all France was ringing. 
The Regent received her in a private audience, at 
which the young King, Mademoiselle de Mont- 
pensier, and Cardinal Mazarin were present* 
Mademoiselle de Montpensier has left us in her 
memoirs a graphic, but most unfriendly descrip- 
tion of what passed. With ungenerous malice, 
she ridicules the woe-stricken appearance and the 
negligent toilette of the young Princess. But 
the unconcealed partiality of the '' Grande 
Mademoiselle'* for Conde, led her to dislike and 
disparage Cond6's wife; and more impartial ob- 
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servers bear testimony to the gentle dignity and 
affecting demeanour of the object of her jealous 
scorn. Without deigning to notice Mazarin, 
Claire knelt before the Begent, humbly entreating 
that her husband might be restored to liberty. 
Anne of Austria returned a cold and somewhat 
ungracious answer, and the interview terminated. 
The Cardinal immediately afterwards paid Claire 
a visit, and met with a chilling reception. He, 
however, had long and confidential discussions 
with Bouillon, La Bochef oucault, and Lenet on the 
state of public affairs, but could not be induced 
to give a definite pledge to release the captive 
Princes. During these fruitless negociations the 
Princess resumed her interrupted journey to 
Courtras, whence, after a short delay, she pro- 
ceeded to Montrond. The party at Bourg soon 
separated. The Court moved forward for the 
public entry of the sovereigns into Bordeaux. 
Bouillon retired to Auvergne, and La Rochef oucault 
turned his steps to Poitou, to mourn over the 
blackened ruins of his venerable chateau. 

It is not often that the critical judgment of 
posterity ratifies the verdict of contemporary 
enthusiasm so completely as in the case of the 
young Princess of Cond6. History affords few 
examples of such sterling and various excellence 
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as Claire de Maill^ Breze extibited Suring her 
brief appearance on tbe political stage. Her 
cause was the most sacred of all causes for a 
woman, and was politically just ; tbe imprison- 
ment of Cond6, however criminal his conduct, 
being manifestly illegal. Of her measures to 
vindicate it, that which alone at that anarchical 
period was open to censure, the Spanish alliance,, 
must fairly be ascribed to the overruling influence 
of her council. Wherever her own noble nature had 
free play, her actions excite only admiration. Her 
modest wisdom, her unselfish courage, her mar* 
vellous eloquence, her magnanimous spirit, ever 
soaring above the rage of ignoble passions, and 
the conflict of petty interests, her womanly 
virtues, softening with their tender poetry the 
horrors of civil war, blooming so freshly and 
sweetly in the unwholesome atmosphere of a 
corrupt society, and the cold shadow of conjugal 
neglect, combine to form one of the brightest and 
loveKest of those pictures of feminine worth upon 
which the eye lingers with delight, amidst so 
much that is tawdry and so much that is repulsive 
in the long dim galleries of history. 
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CHAPTER in. 



We left Cond6, Conti, and Longueville in the 
prison fortress of Vincennes on the night that 
followed their arrest. Their imprisonment was 
of the severest character. They had for jailor 
the Sienr de Bar, a rude, harsh soldier, who 
guarded them with the most jealous vigilance, 
having pledged his word to the Regent to stab 
Cond^to the heart rather than permit him to escape. 
Seven soldiers kept watch over them night and 
day, the descent of the Duke of Beaufort from the 
same donjon keep into the moat beneath, a feat 
which had been supposed to require the wings of 
a bird, showing the need of extraordinary pre- 
cautions. The entertainment provided for them 
by the Regent was of the most frugal description* 
They were required to supply themselves with 
eveiything beyond the bare necessaries of life at 
their own charge. Conde angrily refused to give 
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any orders to his steward, saying lie would rather 
starve. When his resolve was reported to the 
Regent, she said, with sarcastic composure, " Let 
him starve then,^^ and for some days the Princes 
lived on the coarse prison fare. But Longueville, 
who was not a hero, and did not feel called upon 
to assume the character, soon tired of aggravating 
the hardships of his lot, and undertook, much to 
Cond6^s secret satisfaction, the office of caterer. 
Intelligence of the condition of the prisoners oc- 
casionally got abroad through a physician named 
Dalencfe, who was permitted to pay them periodical 
visits. Conti passed his days and nights in prayer 
and lamentation. Longueville, when not racked 
by gout, was generally moody and sUent, sunk 
in the torpor of despair. Conde sang, swore, 
heard mass, played at battledoor and shuttlecock, 
dined with an excellent appetite, and reared 
flowers. When Conti asked in piteous tones for 
the " Imitation of Christ,^^ Condfe shouted for an 
imitation of the Duke of Beaufort. One day 
during the war of Bordeaux, Dalencfe found the 
elder Prince cultivating pinks on the terrace of the 
donjon, and narrated to him the events of the 
siege. '^ Who would have believed,^' said the 
hero of Eocroi, '^ that my wife would wage war 
while I watered my garden V' 
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. The friendfi of the prisoners, and especially 
Madame de Longueville, were unceasingly occupied 
in contriving the means of their escape and secret 
methods of communication^ The crown pieces 
which the Begent permitted her captives to receive 
for play, were scooped out, and made vehicles of 
intelligence. Bottles of wine, with false bottoms, 
served the same purpose. A . crutch destined to 
support the feeble steps of Gonti contained a 
rapier for his warlike brother. The chief agent 
of Madame de Longueville was Gourville, one of 
the most extraordinary of the many eminent adven- 
turers who achieved political distinction in that 
eventful age. Gourville had begun life as a lackey 
of the Duke of la Bochef oucault, and had risen from 
this menial station to be the confidential secretary 
and councillor of his ambitious and keen-witted 
master. Hisadvancementallowed him scope for the 
display of capacity, courage, and adroitness which 
soon won for him an unrivalled reputation in the 
conduct of difficult and hazardous enterprises; 
and his curious memoirs give us pictures of the 
personages and events of the time hardly inferior 
in interest and value to those of La Eochef oucault 
himself. During one of his visits to the neigh- 
bourhood of Vincennes, Gourville found means to 
gain over three of the seven soldiers who guarded 
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Cond6. It was arranged that on a certain Sunday 
afternoon, while De Bar was attending Vespers, 
the Prince and his accomplices should fall oil the 
four other guards, disarm and gag them, and, by 
means of a rope, descend into the castle moat. 
Gourville undertook to have a body of horsemen 
in readiness to receive the fugitives and convey 
them to a place of safety. This was not a more 
difficult achievement than the escape of the Duke 
of Beaufort. But on the eve of its proposed execu- 
tion one of the soldiers who had been suborned was 
seized with remorse. Entering a church in Paris, 
he delivered a paper containing hints of the plot to 
a priest engaged in one of the confessionals. The 
priest at once forwarded the document to the Coad- 
jutor, whose lynx-eyed suspicion divined the truth. 
Without losing a moment he caused the guards 
at Vincennes to be changed, and sent Beaufort to 
scour the adjacent country with a strong force of 
cavahy . Though thus mysteriously baffled, Gour- 
ville was not disheartened. He had almost 
matured another promising scheme for the Kbera- 
tion of the captives, when their sudden removal 
to Marcoussy disconcerted his plans. 

Marcoussy was a strong and commodious castle, 
seated on an island in the middle of a lake within 
a few leagujBS^ distance of Paris. It was here that 
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Heniy lY. had wooed Henriette d'Entrsgnes^ 
to whose family the castle belonged. Being a pri- 
vate residence as well as a fortress^ it allowed 
greater facilities of escape than Yincennes^ and the 
Princes, though still attended by De Bar, f onnd 
themselves under less severe restraint. Their 
friends did not fail to avail themselves of this 
favourable change of circumstances. A Marechal 
de Camp, named Amaud, caused a boat to be con- 
structed of boiled leather, which, admitting of 
being rolled up in a small compass, might be con- 
veyed to the shore of the lake without attracting 
observation. He engaged to paddle across in the 
night to the base of the castle wall. The fideHty 
of a soldier of the garrison had been corrupted ; 
and, with this man's assistance, the Princes were 
to slay the other guards as they slept, and 
let themselves down into the boat. A strong 
party of armed gentlemen, and the means of a 
rapid flight to Conde's town of Stenay, awaited 
them on the opposite shore. The preparations for 
this daring enterprise were completed, and it was 
on the point of being executed, when the hopes 
of the prisoners were again dashed by the unex- 
pected arrival of the Count of Harcourt with an 
order for their instant removal to the Citadel of 
Havre. 
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The unbroken silence in which the Begent and 
Cardinal Mazarin were received by the.inhabitants 
of Bordeaux, on the occasion of their pubKc entry 
into that city, after the termination of the war, 
offered little inducement to them to prolong their 
absence from the Capital, where the perilous con- 
dition of affairs urgently demanded their presence. 
Turenne and the Spaniards had again invaded the 
Northern Provinces. The independent action of 
the Duke of Orleans, in transferring his cousins 
to Marcoussy, and in opening unauthorised nego- 
tiations with the Archduke Leopold, and the 
recent hostile attitude of the Parliament of Paris, 
furnished the Government with grave causes of 
anxiety and alarm. The Regent, thinking that 
she saw the hand of the Coadjutor in the un- 
friendly proceedings of Orleans and the Magis- 
trates, was deeply incensed against that prelate, 
and hurried back to repair the evils effected by 
his poUcy . She was detained on the way for some 
weeks by a dangerous illness, but, when suffi- 
ciently recovered to resume her journey, she 
wrote to the Lieutenant- General, inviting him to 
meet her at Fontainebleau. De Retz and Madame 
de Chevreuse, foreseeing the result of the inter- 
view, implored the Duke to excuse himself from 
compliance. But the courage of Gaston was un- 
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eqnal to an act of formal disobedience. Anne of 
Austria's agents skilfully soothed his f ears^ and 
after pitiable vacillation^ he set out in great trepi- 
dation of mind for Fontainebleau^ having first 
fortified his spirits by passing his word to De 
Betz under no circumstances to consent to the 
removal of the captive Princes from Marcoussy. 

On the night of Orleans' arrival the Regent invited 
him to a private conference. The cowardly Prince 
was like wax in her hands. In an hour she had 
wrung from hiTn an order for the surrender of his 
cousins to her own keepings and curtly dismissed 
hiTn to repose. Believed from the inmiediate in- 
fluence of the terrible spell with which her strong 
nature enthralled his^ and left to his own re- 
flections^ Gaston passed the rest of the night dis- 
tracted by rage, fear and shame. At break of day 
he called for pistols and a horse, and galloping 
forth like one demented, wandered for hours 
through the forest, lost in a stupor of contending 
emotions. On his return, he sought Mazarin, 
complained bitterly of the unfair stress placed 
upon his inclinations by the Begent, and demanded 
back the order. The Cardinal was blandness 
itself, and sent to summon an Under-Secretary of 
State, into whose hands the document had been 
passed. By one of those happy mischances which 
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the Mmister found so convenient^ the Under Secre- 
tary oould not be disooyered nntil late in the day. 
It then appeared^ as Mazarin informed G-aston with 
expressions of Kvely regret, that the order had 
been at once despatched to the new Goyemor of 
Normandy, the Comit of Harcourt, a distinguished 
cadet of the Honse of Ghiise, and a zealons ad- 
herent of the Government, with instructions to 
escort the prisoners to the Citadel of Havre, which 
the Duchess of Richelieu, now in high favour 
at Court, had placed at the disposal of the Regent. 
The same day saw Cond^ and his brothers 
on their way to their new prison, the secure 
strength of which shut out from them all further 
hope of freedom. Cond6 bore this cruel stroke of 
fortune with his usual equanimity, reUeving his 
disappointment and the tedium of the journey by 
composing the following well-known lines on the 
celebrated soldier who had him in custody. 

Cet homme gros et court 

Si famenx dans rbistoire 

Ce grand Oomte d'Haroonrt 

Tout rayonnant de gloire. 
Qai Beooorat Oaaal, et qui reprit Turin 
Est maintenant reoors de Jules Mazarin. 

A load of care was now lifted from the mind of 
Mazarin. The formidable captive, the dread fore- 
boding of whose restoration to freedom, without 
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his concurrence^ had for months oppressed him 
like a nightmare^ was again in his own hands. 
His arch-enemy^ the Coadjutor^ was baffled and 
apparently powerless ; rebellion was extinguished; 
and the ParUament of Paris^ gratified by the part 
it had played during the war of Bordeaux^ seemed 
inclined to rest from agitation. It appeared to 
the Eegent that she might now safely indulge her 
long-smothered antipathy, and break with De 
Betz. Madame de Chevreuse, who had followed 
Orleans to Fontainebleau in order to keep him steady 
to his pledge, made a formal application for the 
Cardinal's hat which had been promised to the 
Coadjutor. The Begent referred the matter to the 
Council of State, and, taking advantage of the 
imexpected opposition of Chateauneuf, positively 
declined to fulfil her engagement. Mazarin then 
earnestly counselled her not to return to Paris 
unta the young King had attained his majority, 
or at least to fix her residence in the Louvre, 
which was strong enough to repel the assaults of 
an insurgent rabble, and afforded convenient 
egress to the country. But Anne of Austria, 
depressed by ill-health, luxurious in her habits, 
and insensible to fear, sighed for the distractions 
of the Capital, and could not be persuaded to ex- 
change the ease and splendour of the Palais 
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Boyal for the cheerless discomfort of the Louvre. 
The Cardinal accompanied her back to Paris^ bat^ 
after a short stay, set out for Champagne to oppose 
Turenne and the Spaniards. He carried his for- 
tunes with him. His presence with the French 
army nshered in a most brilliant campaign. Ehetel 
WM taken before the eyes of Turenne. The 
Spanish army was routed in a decisive battle ; its 
great Commander escaped from the field with 
only one hundred and fifty horse; and in a few , 
days not an enemy was left in arms on the soil of 
Prance. Mazarin returned again to Paris, vic- 
torious over all his foes. Never had his posi- 
tion in Prance appeared so lofty and so secure. 
But it was in reality undermined by a secret 
cabal, which all his craft had failed to penetrate, 
and a single false move might send it crashing 
into ruin. 

The three parties which distracted the State, 
the Old Pronde, of which De Betz, Beaufort, and 
Madame de Chevreuse were the leading spirits ; 
the* adherents of the imprisoned Princes, who 
styled themselves the New Pronde ; and the Court 
party, popularly known as Mazarins, were at this 
time not unequally represented in the Parliament 
of Paris. The advocates of the Princes, though 
numerically the weakest section, possessed a great 
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Bnperioritj in mond power^ for they were counte- 
nanced by Mol6^ De Mesmes^ and Omar Talon^ 
who were the glory of the Assembly; staunch 
supporters of the Boyal Anthority within the 
limits fixed by the Declaration of October^ but 
also faithful guardians of the constitution. The 
cordial union of any two of these parties con- 
trolled the Decrees of the High Courts and must^ 
so long as the power of the Crown was placed in 
partial absence by a Boyal minority^ have a 
decisiye political effect. Common hatred and fear 
of Cond6 had produced the extraordinary coalition 
between the Court and the Fronde^ between 
faction and authority, which resulted in his over- 
throw. The popular voice had applauded the 
League; the Begent and Mazarin loaded their 
new alHes with favours and caresses ; De Betz 
was ostensibly admitted to the most secret 
counsels of the Gk)vemment ; Madame de Chev- 
reuse seemed to resume her old place in the heart 
of her mistress; Beaufort again swaggered in the 
Boyal Presence Chamber, and in the first fever of 
joy and triumph deep-rooted enmities and jarring 
interests appeared to be buried in oblivion. But 
this unnatural alliance could not be permanent. 
Only the strong motive of self-preservation could 
have compelled such antagonistic elements into a 
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momentaiy cohesion. Wlien the pressure was re- 
laxed^ they flew asunder from an inherent principle 
of repulsion. It would have been as consistent 
with the laws of nature for two suns to shine in 
the same firmament, as for Mazarin and De Eetz 
to rule in harmony ; and each was devoured by 
the ambition to be Prime Minister of France. 
Contrary to the wishes and intentions of his con- 
federates, the wily Italian, strong in the unalterable 
attachment 6i Anne of Austria, reaped all the real 
advantages of the coalition. But as his authority 
again grew manifestly predominant, the popular 
favour ebbed from him with increasiug rapidity. 
By the same movement it flowed towards his 
captives. The gallant defence of Bordeaux 
'aroused general sympathy for Condi's wife and 
son. The misfortunes of the hero of whom they 
had been so proud touched the heart of a martial 
and generous people. The besieger of Paris, the 
fiery enemy of popular rights, the selfish dictator, 
were forgotten in the Great Captain who had 
so well avenged the defeats of Pavia and St. 
Quentin. This revulsion of public feeling was 
watched with the keenest interest by De Eetz. 
It was with unutterable rage and shame that the 
haughty prelate found that, notwithstanding his 
brilliant genius and his unrivalled talents for 
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intrigae^ lie was miserably duped by the im> 
Bcrapnlous artifice of his rival. His nomination 
by the Crown for a Cardinal's hat, the splendid 
reward for which he had consented to exalt 
Mazarin to snch a height of power, was first 
evaded, and afterwards flatly refused, on insulting 
pretexts ; while the support he afEorded the 
Minister sensibly diminished the popular &your 
upon which his own power was based. He knew 
that the establishment of a strong executive was 
incompatible with the existence of an authority 
springing from the fierce play of revolutionary 
passions ; that its first care would be to crush the 
spirit of faction which, like some potent magician 
of Eastern story, he had evoked to minister to his 
behests. Without, therefore, at all sharing in the 
new-bom sympathy for the imprisoned Princes 
which pervaded men's minds, self-interest and 
revenge prompted him to listen eagerly to the 
suggestion of a coaUtion between the Old and the 
New Fronde for the liberation of the captives and 
the overthrow of Mazarin. 

The idea of this new political combination origi- 
nated in the teeming brain of Aime of Gonzaga, 
the Princess Palatine. In an age strongly 
coloured by the influence of female celebrities, as 
remarkable for brilliant intellectual gifts and 



/ 



105 



beauty as for easy profligacy of life, Anne of 
Gonzaga was pre-eminently distinguished by her 
political talents, ber wit, and her eccentric gal- 
lantries. Tbe birth and connexions of this ex- 
traordinary woman were illustrious. Her father, 
the Duke of Mantua and Nevers, had been 
expelled firom his Italian principality by the 
Spaniards on account of his French extrac- 
tion, and restored by the arms and policy of 
Richelieu. Mary of Gonzaga, her sister, some 
years before one of the brightest ornaments of 
the Court of Prance, and the prize for which the 
aspiring Cinq-Mars rashly staked his fortunes and 
his Ufe, was now Queen of Poland. Her own 
husband was a younger son of the unfortunate 
King of Bohemia and Elizabeth Stuart. The 
story of her amour with the Duke of Guise, as 
related by Mademoiselle de Montpensier, afEords 
an amusing view of one side of her character. 

Guise, the representative of the historic family 
which above all others had linked its name in 
imperishable renown with the great events and 
the mournful tragedies of the stormiest and most 
eventful century of modem history, was himself 
a prodigy. He was a living anachronism, a 
knight-errant instinct with the adventurous spirit 
of the 11th century, flung, as it were, by some 
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oonynlsion of the moral order^ into the age of 
Louis AlV. Some of his enterprises might have 
adorned a page in the History of Amadis de 
Qb,v1 ; all of them were more or less tinged with 
the hues of romance. He lived the life of Sir 
Lanncelot at a time when even what was most 
admirable in chivalry, was withering nnder the 
immortal satire of Cervantes. Yet, like so 
many of the medisBval barons^ he united to his 
passion for the marvellous considerable practical 
abiUty. During the most notable period of 
his career^ while he was engaged at Naples^ after 
the downfall of MassanieUo^ in endeavouring 
to fix on his own head the crown of the Two 
Sicilies^ he displayed talents for government of 
no mean order. But the tone of his mind 
lent to everything he did a ridiculous air of 
exaggeration ; and his countrymen^ discrumnatiug 
between splendid and fantastic exploits^ have 
styled Gruise the Hero of Romance^ Cond^ the 
Hero of History. 

This extraordinary nobleman was titular Arch- 
bishop of Bheims. His episcopal dignity, how- 
ever, sat lightly upon him. He paid his vows at 
the shrine of beauty with all the fervour of the 
joyous chivahy of Languedoc in the days of 
the Troubadours. His brilliant qualities, his 
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romantic wooing, and the resistless speU which 
daring deeds fling around the imaginations of 
women, enslaved the sensitive heart of Anne of 
Ghnzaga. But, alas ! the inconstancy of man I 
Guise, growing tired of his conquest, quitted Paris 
rather unceremoniously, and went to Brussels. 
The Princess pursued him, disguised in male 
attire ; but, finding the chase hopeless, she assumed 
a less questionable shape, publicly announced her 
marriage with her truant lover, and styled herself 
Madame de Guise. Unfortunately for the success 
of this decorous fiction. Guise, with strange per- 
versity, precipitately espoused another lady. The 
Princess bore his ingratitude with the composure 
of a stoic, quietly resumed her maiden style and 
dignity, and^ as Mademoiselle de Montpensier 
says, returned to Paris as though nothing had 
happened. 

But, to an irregular fancy, the Princess Palatine 
united not only rare capacity, but a generous 
heart. She had conceived an enthusiastic admira- 
tion for Cond6, and the Begent had given her just 
cause of dissatisfaction. In order ta extricate her 
hero, she laboured with consummate skill to form 
a political combination, which would have ap- 
peared chimerical, if it were not that, in the words 
of La Bochefoucaoltj ''all things happen in 
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Prance/' It soon became manifest that her toil 
was not fmitless. The young Princess of Cond6 
came np to Paris to supplicate the intervention of 
Parliament against the iUegal detention of her 
husband. Her petition, which was drawn up by 
M0I6 in terms flattering to the self-esteem of the 
Magistrates, met with no opposition from the 
adherents of De Betz, and a day was appointed 
for taking it into consideration. After this first 
successful move the Princess Palafine proposed, 
at the suggestion of the Coadjutor and Madame 
de Chevreuse, that a formal treaty of alHance 
should be concluded between Condfe and the 
Fronde, the terms to be specified in writing and 
signed by accredited representatives of the con- 
tracting parties. The conditions were, the 
thorough co-operation of the Fronde, in vigorous 
efforts to wrest the Princes from the clutches of 
the Government ; the services of the party to be 
requited by Conde, in the event of success, by 
the marriage of Mademoiselle de Chevreuse with 
the Prince of Conti, the obtaining of a red hat for 
De Retz, and the gift of one hundred thousand 
crowns to Beaufort's rapacious mistress, Madame 
de Montbazon. 

Circumstances favoured Anne of Gonzaga's 
proposal... ,The affecting death of the Dowager 
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Princess of Oond6 and tlie triumphant retnm of 
Mazarin from Ms campaign against Turenne oc- 
curring almost at the same moment^ supplied the 
strongest incentives of grief, fear, and hatred to 
second her arguments. But La Rochefoucault, 
who was commissioned by Madame de Longueville 
to represent her family in the negotiations, hesi- 
tated to accept the treaty. He detested De Retz, 
and considered it more for the advantage of the 
prisoners to come to an arrangement with Mazarin, 
who could, by a word, restore them to freedom. 
During the conferences at Bourg, after the war of 
Bordeaux, the marriage of Conti with the Countess 
Martinozzi had been hinted at as a means of ter- 
minating the feud between Cond^ and the Minister. 
There is no doubt that Mazarin was ready to 
sacrifice much for the honour of an alliance with 
the House of Bourbon. But the project had been 
indignantly scouted by Cond6 when suggested to 
him through the physician Dalenc6. The Prince 
declared he wouldrather remain a prisoner all his life 
than purchase freedom on such degrading terms. 
Still the amicable professions of the Cardinal had 
left LaRochefoucault ground for hope that a recon- 
ciliation was not impossible ; and, before giving an 
answer to the Princess Palatiue, he paid several 
midnight visits to the Palais Boyal to urge the 
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Minister to consent to an immecliate accommo- 
dation. He even disclosed to the Cardinal, so far 
as he cpnid do so without betraying the secret of 
the new coaUtion, the formidable perils that mnst 
attend further hesitation. But Mazarin, though 
proof against the arts of deceit, was the easy dupe 
of plain dealing. A suspicion that an antagonist 
might be honest never seems to have crossed his 
mind. He considered the gulf which mutual 
injuries had dug between Cond6 and the leaders 
of the Fronde to be eternal, and he could not 
believe in the reaUty of danger so frankly an- 
nounced. To the prophetic warning with which 
La Bochefoucault reluctantly closed their last 
int^*view he answered with incredulous badinage; 
and the Duke, proceeding straight to the Hotel 
of the Princess Palatine, accepted the conditions 
of the Fronde on behalf of the imprisoned 
Princes. 

In order to give the highest prestige and the 
stamp of legitimate authority to the Coalition, it 
only remained to obtain the formal adhesion of 
the Lieutenant-General of the Kingdom. This, 
however, was no easy matter. Orleans, though loud 
in his denunciation of the means by which his con- 
sent to the removal of his cousins to Havre had 
been extorted, and liberal of promises, shrank 
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from tlie act of signing the treaty with ludicrous 
terror. His secretary^ Caumartin^ a creature of 
De Betz^ followed him about for several days 
with the document iu one pockety an ink-stand in 
another, and a pen behind his ear. Gaston^ 
with that fine sense of danger with which 
the weaker animals are gifted, either avoided 
being alone, or, by irregular movements, rapid 
divings through intricate passages, forced marches 
along remote lobbies, and skilful stratagems that 
baffled all probable calculations as to time and 
place, eluded the pursuit. Such an elaborate 
system of strategy as he practised to confound 
and vanquish his secretary, if applied to war or 
pohtics, would have established his fame as a 
warrior or a statesman. At last the wily Cau- 
martin suddenly disappeared from the scene of, 
operations, leaving his master to enjoy his .hard- 
won repose. Over security, which has so often 
lost the fruits of the most profound combinations 
and the most aigrial success, proved fatal to 
Gaston. Afl he was proceeding incautiously; in 
the excusable exultation of victory, from one 
room to another, he fell into an ambuscade. 
Gaumartin lay in wait for him between the double 
doors, and, springing forward, placed the pen be- 
twaen his fingers and offered .his own back as a 
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writing-desk. The Duke accepted his fate with- 
out further resistance^ and, after the manner of an 
ancient Roman falling on his sword, signed the 
treaty with averted eyes. 

The first move of the confederates proclaimed 
the existence of the new alliance. On the day 
appointed for the consideration of the Princess of 
Cond6^s petition in the Palace of Justice, the Old 
and the New Fronde gave it their united support. 
Orleans deserted the Court, and a decree was 
passed by an immense majority that a deputation 
of the Magistrates, headed by their First Presi- 
dent, should proceed to the Palais Royal, and 
pray the Regent to set the Princes at liberty. 
The news of the proceedings in the High Court 
fell like a thunder clap on the ears of Mazarin, 
awaking him from his dream of security to shudder 
at the abyss which had suddenly opened beneath 
his feet. For the first time since the commence- 
ment of the Regency, he found arrayed against 
j him the Princes of the Blood, the great nobles, 
the Parliament of Paris, and the leading dema- 
gogues ; and that too in a cause which was just, 
popular, and fortified by the sanction of the 
Lieutenant-General of the kingdom. Hitherto 
he had with difficulty found safety in the dissen- 
sions of his enemies. Now, quailing before the 
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hatred of all classes, and only able to rely for sup- 
port on the uncertain authority of a Queen Regent 
— like himself a foreigner — ^he had to confront a 
league which might have appalled the bold genius 
of Richeheu, though armed with all the power 
and prestige of an absolute King. There was one 
move which might have checkmated his foes, 
and it was expected by De Retz with the keenest 
anxiety. This was for the Regent to quit Paris 
at once with the young King. The armies 
were commanded by able generals devoted ta 
Mazarin. The provinces were governed by his 
adherents. The strength of the coalition lay in 
the Capital. Safe beyond its walls with Anne of 
Austria and her son, and having Cond6 in his 
hands, he might set at defiance the decrees of the 
Parhament and the anger of Monsieur. In less 
than a year Louis would attain his fourteenth 
year, when, by the laws of Prance, he entered upon 
the full exercise of the Royal authority. As the 
young King was passionately attached to his 
mother, this event, while terminating the Regency, 
must bring to her, and, as a consequence, to the 
Minister, a vast increase of power ; would render 
armed opposition, which during a minority was 
regarded as legitimate, or at the worst venial, a 
political crime of the deepest dye. But Anne of 
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Austria could not be induced to leave the Palais 
Eoyal. Her physical energies were still depressed 
from recent illness. Holding Orleans in supreme 
contempt, and feeling assured of her ability to 
make him again her pliant instrument, she und^* 
rated the gravity of the crisis, and preferred to 
brave its perils rather than endure the discomfort 
of exile from the Capital. 

In these circumstances Mazarines position de- 
manded the exercise of consummate prudence, and 
of all the wary and patient craft of which he was 
a master. In his intense vexation of mind, he 
precipitated his downfal by a blunder which 
would have disgraced a pohtical novice. The 
Revolution which had hurled Charles I. of England 
from his throne, and consigned him to a scafEold, 
was then in the fuU flood of its sanguinary 
triumph. One night while Orleans was supping 
with the Regent at the Palais Royal, the recent 
proceedings of the Parliament of Paris coming 
under discussion, the Cardinal, in an explosion of 
rage, compared the designs of the leaders of the 
Fronde to those of Fairfax and Cromwell. The 
language of Anne of Austria was equally violent. 
Oaston, dumbf oundered by amazement and terror, 
escaped with all possible haste to the Luxem- 
bourg, and, finding De Retz there, repeated to the 
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Prelate tlie observations he liad just heard. On the 
following morning the Coadjutor went to the 
Palace of Justice^ reported to the assembled 
Magistrates^ on the authority of ^ Monsieur^ what 
Mazarin had said^ in such a manner as to convey 
the impression that the invidious comparison was 
intended to apply to the leading members of the 
High Courts and proposed to petition the King to 
expel the Minister for ever from his presence and 
councils^ and to restore the captive Princes to 
liberty. The astute Prelate had not miscalculated 
the extent of the advantage given to him by 
Mazarines imprudent speech. The Parliament, 
eminently loyal as a body, and holding in deep 
horror the excesses of the English BepubUcans, 
quivered with anger, and voted the address to the 
King by acclamation. Paris welcomed this decree 
with extravagant delight. The streets blazed with 
bonfires; 'and Orleans, inspirited by, the popular 
demonstrations, publicly declared that he would 
not again enter the Palais Boyal until the Cardinal 
had departed. 

This sudden poUtical tempest burst upon the 
Court with a violence ^ resistless as it was un- 
foreseen. Anne of Austria vainly strove to aUay 
it by a message to the Palace of Justice, charging 
the Coadjutor with dehberate falsehood, and pro* 
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mising to release the Princes when Madame de 
Longueyille and Turenne made their submission. 
The tumult swelled fiercer and higher ; and the 
Parliament followed up its first blow by a decree 
of perpetual banishment against Mazarin and his 
family. The Cardinal saw that in Paris all was 
lost. The chances of the game, however, were by 
no means desperate. The revolt of the Capital 
did not at that time mean the fall of a dynasty, or 
even of a Minister. Paris was only the largest 
and most important of many flourishing cities en- 
joying municipal freedom, each of them the chief 
town of a province which still preserved a large 
measure of self-government. That decisive and 
mahgn influence, so often exemplified in our own 
times, which its restless turbulence exercises on 
the fate of the kingdom, is the result of an all- 
embracing and slowly-perfected system of admin- 
istrative centralization, which was the growth of 
a later and more despotic period. In order to 
reheve the Regent from the odium and peril that 
must attend his presence at the Palais Royal, in 
defiance of the votes of the Parliament, and at the 
same time to secure for himself full hberty of action, 
Mazarin took formal, and, as he professed, final 
leave of the Court, and quitted the city at night, 
disguised as an officer of cavalry. But before his 
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departure, lie concerted with his mistress a plan 
of operations against their common enemies, and 
received from her a written order to De Bar, 
which placed the imprisoned Princes nnre- 
servedly at his disposal. It was arranged that 
Anne of Austria, in order to gain time, should 
feign acquiescence in the exile of her Minister, and 
concede Conde^s release, upon the condition that 
the insurgents at Stenay laid down their arms. 
She was next to endeavour, secretly, to break up 
the confederacy by detaching from it the fickle 
Lieutenant-General. Should her attempts upon 
Orleans fail, sh6 pledged herself to the Cardinal, 
at all risks, to carry ofE the young King from 
Paris, and renew the civil war. 

In pursuance of this policy, Anne graciously re- 
ceived a deputation of the High Court, pubhjcly 
spoke of Mazarines rule as a thing of the past, 
allowed messengers to be sent to summon 
Madame de Longueville and Turenne to sur- 
render Stenay, and eiltreated Orleans to resume 
his attendance at the Council of State. The 
Duke, however, rendered prudent by experience 
and the advice of De Retz, declined to venture his 
person again at the Palais Royal until Cond^ had 
arrived. The Regent employed, without avail, the 
interposition of the Parliament to bring about an 
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interview; and, when accepting his excose of 
illness as genuine, she offered to call on him at 
the Luxembourg. Gaston, half beside himself 
with rage and terror, sent her word that when 
she entered his palace at one door he would leave 
it by another. Then, loyal to her compact with 
her favourite, who quietly watched the course of 
events from St. Germain, she made preparations 
for a second nocturnal flight from the capital. 
But the chiefs of the opposition were on the alert. 
The suspicious sojourn of Mazarin in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paris quickened their vigilance. 
The Royal Household and the Council swarmed 
with the Minister's secret foes. Even the most 
faithful servants of the Queen, chafed by his 
meddling supervision, and attributing all her in- 
quietudes to his pernicious counsels, rejoiced at 
his downfal. 

Late one night, after she had retired to rest, 
Madame de Chevreuse received an intimation 
from Ghateauneuf , who was stiQ Keeper of the 
Seals, of Anne of Austria's intention to escape 
from the Palace at two o'clock on the following 
morning. The Duchess, prompt and bold as in 
the days of her adventurous youth, immediately 
despatched her daughter in a hackney coach to 
Notre Dame to call up the Coadjutor, and herself 
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hurried haU-^lressed to the Luxembourg to incite 
Monsieur to arrest the Regent's flight. De Retz 
fully recognised the danger of the position, of 
which he had been apprehensive for some days. 
While Beaufort watched the Palace with a body of 
horsemen, he made his way, in hot haste, to rouse 
the Lieutenant General to action. On reaching 
Gaston's bedroom a strange scene met his eyes. 
The Duchess of Orleans, sitting up in the bed, 
and Madame de Chevreuse leaning over it, in 
equally scanty costume, from the other side, were 
pouring forth appeals, reproaches, and sarcasms 
on the terror-stricken Duke, who had entrenched 
himself deep beneath the bed clothes, and was 
not to be dislodged. It was in vain that De Betz, 
suppressing by heroic efforts the laughter that 
convulsed him, exhausted argument and expostu- 
lation. In vain the Duchess of Orleans, a stout 
Lorraine Princess of phlegmatic temperament, 
added her entreaties with an ardour which was 
ever afterwards a subject of amazement to her 
friends. In vain Madame de Chevreuse flung 
herself in passionate abandon on the coverlet, and 
enforced persuasion by a liberal display of her 
charms. Gaston, petrified by fear, was insensible 
to reason or prayer, or the allurements of dishe- 
velled beauty. At every fresh assault he buried 
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himself still deeper beneath the bed-coyerings, 
and uttered feeble groans. Meanwhile the 
precious moments were passing away. The co- 
alition was paralysed by the pusillanimity of its 
chief. 

De Retz, however, was not the man to shrink 
from responsibility in such an emergency. 
Assured of the support of a powerful confederacy, 
and of the ultimate approval of Orleans, he re- 
solved to act boldly. His rupture with Mazarin 
had brought back to him all his old popularity, 
and, by means of his agents, he had long since 
organised the canaille of the metropolis, congre- 
gated in the purlieus of Notre Dame, into a 
formidable revolutionary force obedient to his 
wiU. Eetuming to the Archiepiscopal Palace, he 
issued orders for a general rising to prevent the 
King being carried ofE to St. Germain. From the 
belfry of the venerable Cathedral the tocsin of 
revolt crashed forth upon the midnight air, and 
soon the iron tongues of a hundred towers and 
steeples, answering in wild clangour, called Paris 

to arms. Adherents of the imprisoned Princes, 
partizans of the Fronde, grave magistrates, sub- 
stantial citizens, hastened to obey the summons. 
And, disentombed from their pestilential haunts, 
disgorged by dens of vice, into which a sunbeam 
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liad never penetrated, loathsome wretches, steeped 
in crime, whom society had long since placed 
under her ban and sent to fester in obscure 
infamy, stole forth to prey on the public calamity, 
like ghouls flocking to a feast of death. The 
numerous streams of insurrection converged in a 
tumultuous sea around the Palais Royal. The 
shadows of night only partially concealed the 
motley character of the assembled host. There 
were nobles there whose ancestors had been re- 
nowned in the crusades. There were ecclesiastics 
of rank, whose cassocks peeped out from beneath 
the folds of large mihtary cloaks. There were 
sober burghers, wealthy and peace-loving, who 
had donned helmet and cuirass in the cause of the 
Parliament. And, far outnumbering all the others, 
there were the pariahs of civilization, armed with 
broken halberds which had shivered at Agincourt 
on the ranks of English men-at-arms, or with 
rusty pikes which had flashed at Ivry. The 
Royal Guards having received orders to offer no 
resistance, the multitude forced their way into the 
court-yard of the Palace, and loudly demanded to 
see the King. Their clamours soon filled every 
window with trembling, half-naked courtiers, 
ignorant of the cause of the commotion, whose 
terrified fancies saw hell let loose beneath them, 
VOL. II. a 
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as the fitful light of brandished torches threw 
a dnsky glare upon the nptnrhed mass of revolt- 
ing fttces^ on which every vice had set its stamp. 
In this moment of awful peril^ Anne of Austria 
displayed all the courage of her race. Her spirit^ 
the imperial spirit of the Caesars^ did not quaQ 
for a moment. Commanding the doors to be 
flung open^ she advanced to meet the insurgents^ 
inquired their wishes, laughed at their apprehen- 
sions, and herself conducted the foremost of them, 
among whom some of the chiefs, and even De 
Betz himself, were reported to have mingled in 
disguise, into the bed chamber of the young 
King. Louis was lying on his little couch, ap- 
parently buried in the soft sleep of childhood, 
undisturbed by the terrors and tumult of the night. 
The rude rabble, awed into silent reverence, gazed 
breathlessly for a moment on the beautiful boy, 
and crept away murmuring benedictions. Little 
did they imagine what suppressed passion of 
resentment and wounded pride was at that moment 
tearing the heart of their young monarch; or that 
the outrages, of which he seemed unconscious, 
would live in his mind in burning memories, 
moulding his character and policy to the last 
hour of his reign. At dawn the mob dispersed ; 
but the triumph of the Coalition was complete. 
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Orleans^ on awaking later in the mornings and 
finding all danger over, assumed the entire 
responsibiKty of the successful movement. He 
ordered the burgher militia to replace the Royal 
Guards at the city gates, and took upon himself 
all the functions of Government. Anne of 
Austria, now virtually a prisoner in the Palais 
Royal, found herself compelled to sign the decree 
of outlawry against her Minister, and another 
decree for the immediate liberation of Cond6 and 
his brothers. La Rochefoucault, the President 
Viole, and the Under Secretary of State, La 
VriUiere, were at once despatched with the order 
of release to the Governor of Havre. 

Mazarin was still at St. Germain when in- 
telligence reached him of the Regent^s captivity, 
and of the sanction wrung from her to the hostile 
decrees of the Parhament. Without losing a 
moment he started off with a strong escort to 
Havre, designing to seize the place and the per- 
sons of the Princes. He found, on his arrival, 
that the news of his reverses had outstripped him. 
De Bar replied to his summons for admission that 
he was ready to obey the Regent's order as to the 
disposal of the prisoners, but that, having sworn by 
her Majesty's permission to hold the fortress for the 
Duke of Richelieu, he could not open its gates to 
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the Cardinal's train. Mazarin then meditated 
npon carrying away the Princes to some other 
place of security. He abandoned this project^ 
however, on learning that the neighbouring gentry 
were rising in arms to oppose it. His only re- 
maining resource was to play the courtier, to en- 
deavour to Mrin by address what he was unable to 
Gxtort. Leaving his attendants without the walls, 
he suddenly presented himself before Conde, an- 
nounced to the Prince that he was free, and sought 
by argument, flattery, and falsehood to cozen him 
into an alliance. Condi's prison had been as 
impervious to intelligence from the outer world as 
the grave itself. In the first transports of his joy, 
he welcomed his suppliant enemy cordially, and 
asked hiyn to dinner. But, in a little time, the 
couriers sent forward by La Bochefoucault putting 
the Prince in possession of the real condition of 
afEairs, the civility with which he had listened to the 
Cardinal's overtures changed to sarcastic polite- 
ness. The baffled Minister still lingered in the 
chateau, clinging to the fading shadow of hope 
with all the tenacity of despair, and drinking to 
its very dregs the bitter cup of humiliation. All 
his fine-spun schemes, all the intricate meshes of 
his pohcy, constructed by the craft and toil of 
years, had been swept away by the breath of 
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popular passion, as if they had been gossamer 
woof. The edifice of his power, as it towered 
defiantly in its strength and splendour, had 
suddenly crumbled into dust. And his heart was 
a prey to the torments of abased ambition, and to 
the gnawing of ingratitude — the most pitiless 
fury that haunts fallen greatness. He saw his 
dependents, creatures of his favour and flatterers 
of his prosperity, transformed by the touch of 
adversity into pitiless critics, who reproached him 
with freezing looks, and words of bitter scorn. 
He had not the grandeur of soul that bears calmly 
the cruel strokes of fortune. His supple but 
weak spirit grovelled in the dust under the pres- 
sure of such unforeseen calamity. Seeking an- 
other interview with Cond6, he sounded the depths 
of meanness in abject entreaties for his victim's 
protection. The Prince, moved to contempt, not 
compassion, by such unworthy supplications, 
coldly bade his humbled foe adieu, and set out 
with Oonti and Longueville for Paris. Mazarin 
fixed his gaze upon their receding forms until they 
vanished into space, with the sense of hopeless 
agony with which the shipwrecked wretch sees 
the plank, that is his last refuge from destruc- 
tion, eluding his grasp, and then turned his steps 
towards exile. But, in the moment of his pro- 
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found despair, a ray of consolation broke througk 
the cloud of liis sorrows. La Yrillidre arrived, 
bearing him letters from Anne of Austria, which 
assured him of her eternal devotion, of her inten- 
tion of conforming herself absolutely, in all things, 
to his counsels, and of her fierce purpose to op^n 
the way for his return to power by the destruction 
of all his enemies. Revived by the new spring of 
hope which the words of his attached mistress 
called forth in his breast, the Cardinal pursued his 
way, in a happier mood, to the Castle of Bruhl, 
near Bonn, which the Elector of Cologne had 
offered him as a resting place. 

Cond6 was now delivered from the greatest 
affliction that can befal impatient genius, the 
compulsory inaction of captivity. His eagle spirit 
was again free to soar into its native atmosphere 
of glory. The rapture of recovered liberty, so 
exquisite in itself, was rendered intoxicating to 
his fiery temperament by the triumph that awaited 
him at Paris. All that were illustrious and 
powerful among his countrymen, the most dis- 
tinguished and opposite politicians, the most 
revered magistrates, the most renowned warriors, 
the most celebrated women, the Fronde, the Par- 
liament, the great nobility, had combined to wrest 
him from the clutches of the Begent, and now 
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crowded forth with emulous enthusiasiQ to swell 
the pomp of his triumphal return. The Lieutenant- 
General met his cousin at some distance from the 
city gates, and, entering his coach, led the magnifi- 
cent procession. The citizens who, thirteen months 
before, had lit bonfires to celebrate the Princess 
arrest, now celebrated his release with almost 
delirious joy. Fireworks, pubKc banquets, and 
universal revelry proclaimed their delight. The 
power of his enemies lay crushed beneath the 
movement which had shattered the bars of his 
dungeon. Mazarin was an impoverished outcast, 
of whom no man any longer took account. 
The Regent, deserted and unregarded except 
by the patriotic MoW, who mourned the victory 
of mob-violence, even in a righteous cause, 
nursed her sullen anger in the solitude of the 
Palais Royal; while the saloons of the Luxem- 
bourg and the Hotel de Conde were thronged 
with exulting guests. In the spring-tide of 
his popularity, the Prince was urged by some 
of his ablest adherents to shut up Anne of 
Austria in a convent, and to transfer her authority 
to the Duke of Orleans or himself. And this 
advice was judicious. There are crises in the 
lives of public men which shape their whole 
future, and in which audacity is the highest 
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wisdom. He had ample experience of Anne of 
Austria's immoveable attaclmient to Mazarin^ and 
of the duplicity with which she knew how to veil 
her animosity towards himself. He was awara 
that the approaching majority of her son would 
place her in an almost unassailable position. But 
his entire career illustrated how completely the 
rapid perception and the iron will that decide the 
fete of battles, may lose their keenness and vigour 
in political conflict. Dazzled by the reflection of 
his own importance in the pubKc rejoicings, and 
halting, as usual, between his respect for the 
throne and the promptings of personal ambition^ 
he dallied in serene indecision, until the opportu- 
nity of making himself supreme in the State had 
passed away for ever. 

Mazarin, from his retreat at Bruhl, ruled tha 
councils of the Regent with undiminished sway, 
and strenuously urged her to bend all her efforts 
to detach Conde from the Fronde. The keen- 
sighted Italian discerned that this might be 
effected with time and patience. At first, indeed,, 
the language of the Confederates breathed enthu- 
siasm or gratitude. The Prince tacitly acquiesced 
in the conditions which had been accepted in his 
name ; the bearing of the Fronde evinced generous 
confidence. But the seeds of disruption that lay 
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in the very heart of the CoaUtion, soon burst forth 
into a plentiful crop of discord. The Prince 
began to think that the price he was called upon 
to pay for naked liberty, shorn of the great dig- 
nities and employments which the Crown alone 
could give him back, was unreasonably high. 
Bred up in deep veneration for the throne, which 
he might, by a not improbable course of events, 
be called to fiH, a despot by nature and by military 
habit, he regarded power springing from popular 
tumults with feeHngs of disgust, from the scope 
of which the great Episcopal demagogue could not 
altogether escape. Between De Retz and La 
Rochefoucault there smouldered the bitter hatred 
of rival wits, between Madame de Longueville and 
Mademoiselle de Chevreuse the not less bitter 
hatred of rival beauties. With such sentiments 
alive in the minds of the leading personages on 
either side, permanent union was impossible ; even 
the surface of their daily intercourse could not long 
remain unruffled. Cordiality gradually cooled 
into formal courtesy, and courtesy was chilled by 
altercation and distrust. Prom the very nature 
of the circumstances, Conde^s popularity, which 
had so suddenly blazed forth on his enemies like 
a consuming flame, waned with equal rapidity. 
The assembly of nobles, which had met to demand 
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Ids freedom^ contiiiued its sittmgs after his return^ 
and, moved by the jealousy of the political powers 
accorded or confirmed to the Parliament of Paris 
by the Decree of the 24th of October, petitioned 
the Regent to convoke the States-General. The 
Parliament, conscious that the meeting of national 
representatives would throw itself into "dim 
eclipse/^ and might perhaps annihilate its new 
political functions, resisted the demand with all 
its might. Both parties, urging their recent ser- 
vices, confidently appealed to the Prince for sup- 
port. Cond6 endeavoured to evade the difficulty 
by standing neutral between his conflicting obli- 
gations, and referring the rival claims to the JDuke 
of Orleans for decision. He only succeeded in in- 
curring the reproach of ingratitude from both sides. 
It was not withoutreason that he exclaimed one day, 
when overwhelmed with appKcations which it waa 
not in his power to satisfy, but the &ilure of each of 
which carried with it a sense of injury, that the 
Duke of Beaufort had been happy in owing his 
liberty to his own servants. 

When the novelty of his position as a popular 
idol had worn ofE, and over-wrought feeling had 
collapsed into reciprocal disappointment, Gond6 be- 
gan to listen complacently to the overtures of the 
Segent. He consented to receive back from her 
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Ids former honours and offices. As a proof of his 
good will^ he successfully opposed in her interests 
the convoking of the States-General ; a measure, 
ardently desired by De Betz, as being likely to 
lead to a prolongation of the Regency, with 
Orleans as Regent, and himself as Prime 
Minister. Anne of Austria suddenly throwing 
oS the appearance of sullen apathy in which 
she had shrouded the workings of her mind since 
the triumph of the Coalition, dismissed Chateau- 
neuf , the Minister of the Fronde, transferred the 
seals to M0I6, [recalled Ohavigny, who possessed 
Oonde^s entire confidence, to the Council of State, 
and publicly defied the Duke of Orleans when he 
protested against her independent exercise of 
authority. The leading Prondists held a council 
at the Luxembourg, which Cond^ attended^ to 
determine how they should meet this vigorous 
attack, with the secret of which they were as yet 
unacquainted. The Coadjutor proposed that 
Orleans, with Cond6^s assistance, should depose 
the Regent, and assume the reins of Government^ 
Beaufort and he undertaking to excite a popular 
insurrection. Orleans, before venturing an opinion, 
looked nervously at the Prince, who sarcastically 
remarked that he was but a coward in back-alley 
and slop-pail warfare, but would cheerfully take 
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horse in the provinoes at the orders of Monsieur* 
Beaufort radely rebuked his old confederate^ 
whose word had hitherto been law to him^ for 
assuming his co-operation. The Lieutenant- 
Cteneral, scared by the answer of his cousin, 
. hastily broke up the conference. In the tone and 
language of the Prince^ and still more in the un- 
friendly self-assertion of Beaufort, the practised 
intelligence of the Coadjutor read the dissolution 
of the league. . With his usual decision, he an- 
nounced to Orleans that the political aims, which 
the members of the Coalition had bound them- 
selves to accomplish, having been achieved, he no 
longer felt justified in neglecting the care of his 
diocese ; and he retreated again to the seclusion of 
Notre Dame. 

Anne of Austria now intimated to Conde that 
he might name his own terms, if he would re- 
pudiate his engagements with the Fronde. With 
a facility, as shameful as it was blind, Conde ac- 
cepted the proposal. The Under Secretaries of 
State were instructed to draw up a treaty of 
alliance, which handed over half the kingdom to 
the Prince and his immediate following ; and the 
Prince, on his side, undertook to give a public 
pledge of his change of policy, by the rupture of 
his brother's engagement with Mademoiselle de 
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Cheyreuse. There was little difficulty in finding^ 
a specions pretext for this breach of faith. 
Mademoiselle de Chevreuse was in the bloom of 
youth. Her manners possessed an exquisite charm,, 
which rendered the soft spell of her voluptuous 
beauty irresistible. But she was depraved even 
beyond the depravity of that dissolute period. 
Her amour with the Coadjutor was a pubKc scandal. 
Conti, though passionately attached to her, con- 
sented, on being furnished with plain proofs of 
her misconduct, to renounce the alliance. Good 
feeling, as well as policy, would have clothed the 
intimation of this purpose in forms and language 
of respectful courtesy calculated to deprive the 
quarrel of unnecessary bitterness. The lady's 
kindred, the Duchess of Orleans, the Princess 
Palatiue, the Princes of Lorraiue-Guise, had 
not only laid the House of Cond6 under the 
deepest obligations, but boasted a lineage as lofty 
as its own. But the Prince caused his will to be 
signified in a manner so arrogant and insultiug, as 
justly to provoke the mortal enmity of Madame 
de Chevreuse, and her powerful family connexions. 
That spirited lady and De Eetz meditated revenge. 
Orleans renounced the friendship of his faithless 
cousin. But the person most ungenerously in- 
jured by the flagrant ingratitude of Cond^ was 
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the Princess Palatine. Confiding' in his honour, 
she had given her note of hand for one hundred 
thousand crowns to Madame de Montbazon, and 
had pledged herself to obtain for De Betz a 
Cardinal^s hat. Cond6 repaid the matchless skill 
and devotion, to which he owed his liberty, by 
leaving her to bear the bnrden of the obligations * 
contracted for his benefit. She tried to obtain 
the coveted seat in the conclave for the Coadjutor, 
through the intervention of her sister, the Queen 
of Poland ; but loyal feeling forbade the Queen to 
act in the matter without the consent of Anne of 
Austria, her early benefactress. Cut to the heart 
by the baseness of her hero, and by her inability 
to perform promises made in the fervour of dis- 
interested enthusiasm, Anne of Oonzaga sought 
a reconciliation with the Regent, and offered her 
friendship to Mazarin. The placable Cardinal, 
appreciating her worth, responded with cordiality 
to her overtures, and warmly recommended her to 
the favour of his mistress. 

Anne of Austria had now dissolved the victorious 
ho^t of her enemies ; the great confederacy which 
had jeopardised her authority, and even her liberty, 
was rent into hostile factions. But her troubles 
were by no means at an end. Cond6 imperiously 
pressed for the fulfilment of their contract; and, on 
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the first signs of evasion on her part^ his language 
gtew more peremptory and menacing. It had 
never entered into her mind to make concessions 
so fetal to the Crown. She had merely thrown 
them out as a decoy to lure the Prince to his 
destruction ; and he, in his arrogant selfishness, 
had greedily swallowed the glittering bait. But 
she now found herself isolated, and, without re- 
source, exposed to his fury. In this new warfare, 
circumstances for a time gave him pecuhar ad- 
vantages. The constant passing of couriers be- 
tween Bruhl and the Palais Royal irritated and 
alarmed the Parliament and citizens of Paris. In 
the High Court Conde thundered against the pre- 
dominant influence of the proscribed Minister, 
and won golden opinions by his affected zeal 
for the public good. ^ At the Palais Royal she 
used the popular favour to oppress the Regent 
and despoil the Crown. In the midst of his 
philippics against Mazarin, he privately offered 
Anne of Austria to consent to her fevourite^s 
return if his demands were granted. But the 
Cardinal, to his honour, refused to accept re- 
storation on such terms. It would only remain, 
he said, to carry the Prince to Rheims and crown 
him King. With great public spirit, he counselled 
his mistress, rather than barter away the rights of 
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her Bon^ to pnrcliAse the services of his arch-enemy, 
De Betz^ even if it were necessary to instal that 
aspiring Prelate in his own vacant apartments at 
the Palais Boyal^ invested with the dignities of 
Cardinal and Prime Minister. 

The Regent took counsel with the Princess 
Palatine^ and then sending for Madame de Chev- 
reuse and her daughter^ appealed to them to 
assist her in destroying the object of their common 
hatred. These ladies^ smarting from an insult 
that could only be washed out in blood, fell joy- 
fully into the Regent's views, and answered for De 
Retz. At midnight the Coadjutor was again 
closeted with Anne of Austria in her little gray 
chamber. She offered him an immediate nomi- 
nation to the conclave, and the chief place in the 
Ministry, if he would free her from the intolerable 
yoke of the Prince. At the same time she em- 
ployed all the arts of feminine persuasion to 
engage his friendship for Mazarin. The ambitious 
heart of the Coadjutor leaped with joy. The 
splendid prize which, for so many years, had in- 
spired his efforts and gilded his dreams was within 
his grasp. But the evident partiahty of the 
Regent for her fallen favourite, and her evident 
reluctance to elevate his most formidable rival to 
his vacant seat, taught the wary prelate caution. 
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He saw Ms frank declaration tliat the alliance she 
desired was, even in her own interests, impossible,, 
his ability to serve her resting on his antagonism 
to 'the Cardinal, fall barren upon her mind. He 
therefore declined for the present accepting any 
official position ; relying upon Orleans, the Parlia- 
ment, and the force of public feeling to guard him 
against the return of Mazarin, and upon time and 
opportunity to demonstrate to the Regent how in- 
dispensable to her were his own services. In 
order to remove the point which the vacancy in 
the chief post of the Administration lent to Conde's 
invective, he proposed that Chateauneuf should 
be recalled to the Council with the title of 
Prime Minister; and he pledged himseK to 
Anne of Austria to ruin the Prince's popularity^ 
and drive him from the Capital. Transported 
with joy at gaining such a potent ally, with- 
out sacrificing to him her exiled Minister, she 
replied he might consider himself Cardinal and 
the second of her friends. The Coadjutor was 
the vainest of men. Though extremely ugly, 
his successes among the fair sex were notorious^ 
and no conquest seemed to him impossible. 
Anne of Austria was a finished coquette ; 
and she now used her blandishments with such 
effect, that the intoxicated prelate seems to have 
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conceiyed the hope of snpplanting Mazarin in her 
heart as well as in her councils. They sepa- 
rated^ after a conference of some honrs^ in per- 
fect accord^ each well pleased at the result of the 
interview. 

The new poUtical combination remained for 
some time a profound secret. The Begent con- 
tinued to delude the Prince with professions of 
regard^ and of eager anxiety to satisfy his pre- 
tensions. But the Fronde assailed him vigorously 
in the Chambers and in the press^ and exposed the 
hoUowness of his patriotic declarations^ by baring 
to public view the whole course of his private 
negotiations with the Regent. Oond6, however, 
held his ground firmly. Beaufort, still the idol of 
Paris^ was now his zealous adherent; Orleans, over- 
awed by his fiery cousin^ remained neutral ; M0I6 
and the wiser magistrates deprecated further dis- 
sensions in the Royal Family, and the progress of 
the Coadjutor halted far behind the fierce rush of 
the Regent's passions. She was in despair. 
Desperate councils, inspired by baffled vengeance, 
were deliberately weighed at the Palais Royal. 
Yitry had been created Duke and Marshal of 
France by Louis XIII., for assassinating the ob- 
noxious Concini. The precedent was not forgotten. 
The Prince had, of late, abstained from visiting 
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the Conrt^ but Marshal Hocqmncourt undertook 
to storm his hotel in the nighty and slay him if he 
attempted resistance. To her eternal dishonour^ 
Anne of Austria warmly approved and encouraged 
this murderous project. No one could estimate 
better than she what likelihood there was that the 
warrior Prince, in his own palace, and surrounded 
by his retainers, would yield without a blow to the 
violence of midnight assassins. But De Betz^ 
though unscrupulous and without fear, and steeped 
to the lips in vice, shrank from the infamy of such 
an enormous crime. He ofEered to have Cond6 
arrestedatthe Luxembourg Palace, in the presence 
of Monsieur; and although Anne of Austria 
jealous and distrustful of the Lieutenant Qeneral, 
rejected this proposal, his remonstrances forced 
her, uuwiUingly, to abandon the scheme of assas- 
sination. 

Liformation that designs were harboured 
at Court against his liberty reached the Prince, 
and so completely had he been fooled by the 
Begent's artifices, and his own egregious presump- 
tion, that his astonishment exceeded his anger. 
Never had he deemed himself more fimdy planted 
in Anne of Austria's favour, never had he counted 
with greater certainty upon the realization of his 
ambitious hopes. He barricaded and garrisoned 
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his hotels and^ shortly afterwards^ fresh ramours of 
the hostile intentions of his enemies catching 
some colour of truth from the suspicious move- 
ments of a body of the Royal Guards^ he quitted 
Paris at break of day for his country house at St. 
Maur. As he lingered outside one of the city 
gates^ with an armed party of his friends, in ex- 
pectation of being joined by his brother Conti^ 
the sharp ring of hoofs upon the stony causeway 
struck his ear. Thinking himself pursued, he set 
spurs to his horse, and never drew rein till he had 
reached Meudon. Laughter-loving Paris soon 
learned with delight how a few donkeys, driven by 
peasant women to early market, had scared into 
headlong flight the boldest warrior of the age. 

Conde was joined at St. Maur by all his family,, 
and by a great majority of the nobility then in 
the Capital. Emboldened by this powerful 
demonstration, he sent a message to the Parlia- 
ment, declaring his liberty to be menaced, and 
requiring the dismissal of the three Under 
Secretaries of State, Le Tellier, Servien, and 
Lyonne, as being the creatures and accomplices 
of the stiU omnipotent Mazarin. Anne of Austria, 
divided between vexation and alarm at the un- 
expected popularity of her enemy, sent down to 
the Palace of Justice a solemn denial of his accusa- 
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tiona. The Coadjutor thundered against the pre- 
sumption of a Prince of the Blood in claiming to 
dictate the choice of the King^s ministers. But 
the High Court, anxious to soothe the irritation of 
the Prince, issued a fresh decree against all who 
should hold communication with a proclaimed 
enemy of the realm. The Under Secretaries 
cowering before the storm, and deeming the cause 
of their patron lost, threw up their seals and 
retired from Court j and then Orleans, distracted 
by contending terrors, paid a friendly visit to his 
cousin at St. Maur, and persuaded In'm to return 
to Paris. 

Nevertheless, the breach between Anne of 
Austria and Cond6 grew wider every day. There 
is Uttle doubt that at this time he was heartily 
sick of faction, and honestly desirous of a recon- 
ciliation with the Eegent upon terms that would 
afford a sufficient guarantee for the permanent 
exclusion of Mazarin from France. But Anne 
was staunch to he? favourite; and the Prince, 
yielding to the evil counsels of his sister and her 
following, and to the delusive suggestions of his 
own inflated egotism, began to prepare for civil 
war. He sent his wife and son to Montrond, 
placed officers whom he could trust in charge of 
the fortresses of his governments, and dispatched 
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the Marquis of Sillery to Brussels to negotiate a 
treaty with the ArcHdnke. These crmmial steps 
gave the Begent an advantage which she was not 
slow to nse. She sent a message to the High 
Conrt^ formally charging the Prince with high 
treason. The Parliament appointed a day for 
the consideration of the indictment. De Betz 
prepared to sustain it with all his genius and all 
his audacity ; and the vacillating Orleans promised 
his co-operation. On the other hand^ Gond6 
drew up a counter-dechiration, asserting his inno- 
cence, and demanded Monsieur's signature to the 
document. Gaston, afraid to refuse, yet ashamed 
to comply, endeavoured to escape the difficulty by 
flight, and set out for the country in the early 
morning. But the Prince stopped his cousin's 
coach before it got clear of the city, and presented 
the paper which contained his answer to the 
Regent's charges. Orleans, awed into instant sub- 
mission by the glance and voice of his imperious 
kinsman, subscribed his name without a murmur, 
and sought refuge in a quiet retreat until the 
tempest blew over. 

The day appointed for the hearing of the cause 
was one of the most agitated in the feverish 
annals of the Fronde. Perhaps the classic 
ground by the shore of the hoarse JSgean, where 
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the fierce democracy of Athens exulted in its 
stormy life, or the equally memorable spot beneath 
the shadow of the Boman Forum, whose august 
temples were so often polluted by the strife of 
the faction-torn comitia, never witnessed a more 
tumultuous scene than that which on this day 
desecrated the Palace of Justice. The Regent 
and De Retz were determined to crush Conde at 
all hazards ; he was equaUy prepared, if necessary, 
to resort to the last extremity of force. Paris 
was divided iuto hostile camps. The outer halls, 
the closets, and the corridors of the Palace 
of Justice were filled with armed men and muni- 
tions of war. The members of the High Court 
passed to their chamber through steel-clad ranks, 
. burning with the rage of civil hatred; and their 
deliberations were disturbed by the stem murmurs 
and the clashiug of arms that resounded from with- 
out. A chill of agonised suspense shot through the 
assembly, freezing the boldest hearts. Brave men 
were seen to tremble and turn pale, and drops of 
intense anguish stood upon many a stem brow, 
and rolled down many a furrowed cheek. Condfe 
opened the debate with fury, denouncingthe Coad- 
jutor as the author of the calumnies by which he 
was assailed. De Betz replied with equal 
vehemence, taunting the Prince with perfidy and 
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ingratitude. The animosiiy of their followers 
was kindled into frenzy ; the Prince laid his hand 
on his sword^ and it seemed for a moment as if 
nothing could avert one of the bloodiest tragedies 
in the history of France. But the First President 
Mol6^ whose sublime courage enabled him alone 
to preserve composure throughout this terrible 
scene, threw himself between the hostile parties. 
He implored Cond6 by the blood of St. Louis 
not to defile with human sacrifices to the 
demon of civil discord, the temple which the 
good Eang had reared to peace and justice. He 
adjured the Coadjutor by his sacred office to 
spare the flock which Heaven had committed to 
his charge. These appeals, enforced by the ven- 
erable character of the great Magistrate, and by 
the reproaches of half -stifled reason, recalled the 
leaders to their senses. Cond6, whose party was 
the stronger, immediately despatched La Eoche- 
f oucault to dismiss his armed train ; and De Eetz 
proceeded in person on a similar errand. But as 
the messengers of mercy were returning, having 
accomphshed their mission, and the rival hosts 
were quietly dispersing. La Rochef oucault, with a 
disregard of good faith and prudence which only 
the madness of long cherished private and party 
animosity could inspire, caught the Prelate in the 
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folds of a door^ and holding Ids body as in a vice, 
ynth the head and shoulders within and the lower 
extremities on the outside^ called to his friends to 
kill the Archbishop. Luckily for De Bet?^ one of 
Condi's favourite oflEicers interfered to rescue him 
from his critical position. The Parliament ab- 
ruptly broke up its sitting without coming to a 
decision on the Regent^s messsige. 

On the following day Paris awoke, as a man 
awakes from a drunken debauch. Horror, shame, 
and remorse urged all whom faction had not bereft 
of the feelings of humanity, to seek an accommo- 
dation. Mol^ was iQdefatigable in the work of 
conciliation. The Eegent, who wished for nothing 
so much as that the Prince and the Coadjutor 
should cut each other's throats, found it expedient 
to dissemble her feelings. In a few days the 
King would attaiQ his majority, and hold a Bed of 
Justice to announce his assumption of sovereign 
power. It was agreed that on this solemn occa- 
sion, the Prince should be formally declared 
guiltless of high treason, pledging himself in 
return to renounce faction. But, even in the short 
period which had to elapse, new causes of irritation 
sprang up, whichled to his absenting himself from 
the ceremony. Louis held his Bed of Justice 
with all the pomp and circumstance befitting the 
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august occasion of the majority of a King of 
France. But the elaborate magnificence of 
ceremonial^ and the splendour of martial array 
only rendered the absence of his greatest subject 
more conspicuous, Anne of Austria^ goaded 
beyond all endurance by this public sUght^ and by 
the terms in which it was excused^ publicly de- 
clared that she or the Prince must perish. Stilly 
however, the friends of peace, and especially the 
Duke of Orleans, were unceasing in their efforts 
to bring about an miderstanding. Mazarin 
counseUed his mistress to grudge no reasonable 
concession which might serve to keep the Prince 
from revolt. But Anne of Austria hated Conde 
with an implacable hatred, a blending of all the 
vindictive emotions of an outraged sovereign and 
an insulted woman ; and she saw in him an in- 
superable obstacle to the return of her Minister, 
which her courage impelled her to break to pieces. 
On the other hand Cond^, taught by experience 
to distrust the Begent, urged on by false pride and 
the violent counsels of his sister^s faction, and 
entangled in engagements with Spain, had un- 
willingly drifted towards civil war, tiU he found it 
well-nigh impossible to retrace his course. Eetiring 
slowly through the province of Bern to the Castle 
of Montrond, he held council there with Conti, 
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Madame de Longueville^ Nemours^ La Bochef on- 
cault, the President Viole, and the faithful Lenet^ 
whose opinions always leant to wisdom and 
moderation. His mind long remained a prey to 
remorseful doubts before it could resolve on the 
fatal plunge into civil war; and when he yielded 
^t last to the importunities of his brother and 
sister, it was with a mournful prophecy which 
time fulfilled, that they would desert him at his 
need. The die was cast, both sides appealed to 
the sword. 

In reviewing the career of Oond6 since the 
peace of Munster, when he cast himself into the 
angry whirlpool of the Fronde, to be swept along 
finally into the abyss of rebellion, there are few 
points indeed on which the judgment can rest 
with even qualified approval. Ambition is an im- 
perious instinct in the minds of men of great 
abilities and great energy. But ambition may be that 
lofty and generous sentiment, which is the natural 
life of genius, kindling all its glorious faculties 
into beneficent activity, impelling it on its sublime 
mission to illumine and to make smooth the dark 
And difficult paths of human progress. And ambition 
may be a sordid passion which vivifies genius with a 
baleful fire only to blast it, perverting it from, 
its God-like destinies into a minister of evil, a 
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deformity^ and a curse. After the battle of Lens^ 
the opportunity of winning sucH renown as has 
but rarely fallen to the lot of man^ opened itself to 
Conde. He was the hero of the age^ radiant with 
glory. He was at once the first Prince of the 
Bloody and the chief of a family which had linked 
its name with popular interests; at once the idol 
of the French nobility and the pride of the House 
of Bourbon. All classes in France regarded him 
with unbounded admiration. Nature and fortune 
had combined^ in lavish emulation^ to endow him 
with every gift and every advantage calculated to 
attract confidence from all. The Government, 
weak and discredited, clung to him for safety ; 
the nobles, turbulent and licentious, were prodigal 
of their spontaneous homage to the brilliant 
warrior; the Third Estate, goaded to revolt by mis- 
rule, but swayed by patriotic statesmen, equally 
wise, firm, and loyal, eagerly solicited his pro- 
tection. Had he possessed greatness of soul com- 
mensurate with the grandeur of the opportunity, 
and bent his mind to the noble task of healing the 
disorders of the State ; of consolidating yet con- 
fining within salutary limits the power of the 
Crown ; of bridling faction, yet establishing se- 
curely the just rights of the subject ; he might, 
in all human probabiHty, have saved France from 
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a centmy and a half of demoralizing despotism^ 
and from the wide waste and ruin of the great Ee- 
volution. And while secmitig for himself, on the 
legitimate basis of great public services, a com- 
manding position in the kingdom, which neither 
Court intrigue nor popular caprice would have 
been able to overturn, he might have built him- 
self an imperishable monument in the welfare of 
his country, and won from the gratitude of man- 
kind a chaplet of fame far brighter, purer, and 
more enduring than the blood-stained laurels he 
had gathered on the field of Rocroi. 

But this great work, which patriotism invited 
h\m to achieve, awoke no responsive enthusiasm 
in the Prince's mind, debauched by the favours of 
fortune. The glory of establishing a constitu- 
tional monarchy which should combine, in just 
measure, authority with freedom, was blazoned 
before his eyes by the eloquence of M0I6 and De 
Betz, without inflaming his soul. In the line of 
policy he pursued, his views, selfish, and therefore 
short-sighted, were confined within the narrow 
bounds of his own vulgar interests. He regarded 
the dijficulties of the Regent, and the miseries of 
the people, only as materials with which the 
hand of faction might construct a vast edifice of 
personal aggrandisement. It might have been 
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thought that when amidst the tempest of xmiversaE 
odimn, which his pride and violence provoked, he 
was hurried a captive to Yincennes, the solitnde 
of his prison wotdd have induced reflection, and 
that reflection and adversity would have revived 
in his breast seeds of wisdom that had withered 
in the blaze of cloudless prosperity. But it re« 
quired &r sterner trials to temper that haughty 
spirit, to school that turbulent heart. He left his 
prison to follow again a course of unworthy 
ambition, along which his progress could only be 
tracked by national calamities. The reckless 
audacity with which he openly pursued aims 
purely selfish, is a remarkable proof of the low 
standard of pubUc morality in France at that 
period. There have lived, indeed, in Prance, 
both before and after his time. Princes of the 
Boyal Blood whose influence overshadowed the 
throne. In the preceding century the dishonoured 
royalty of the despicable Henry III. had shrunk 
into insignificance in the presence of the Great 
League which was animated by the heroic soul of 
Henry of Guise. The succeeding century saw 
the career and fall of Phillippe Egalite. But 
Guise was strong, not in the strength of faction,, 
but of the national sympathies. His confederacy 
was the incarnation of the spirit which stirred to 
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its lowest depths the heart of CathoUo France^ 
the uprising of Catholicism against the Reforma- 
tion. History has consigned Egalit6 to eternal 
in&myby exhibiting him as an odious type of 
profligate ambition. But such^ during the period 
of his popularity, was not the judgment of the 
majority of his countrymen. To the few who 
knew him well, indeed, he was a jaded voluptuary, 
who, having exhausted every other species of 
flagitious excitement, was driven by the cravings 
of a morbid appetite to seek new pleasures in 
revolution and regicide. But to the mass of the 
population he appeared, for a time, an iUustrious 
and disinterested champion of liberty, a man of 
royal rank and royal nature, who, discarding 
in the sacred cause of humanity the prejudices 
of birth and the ties of blood, had volun- 
tarily descended to the condition of a 
private citizen, in order better to co-operate in 
a movement that crushed colossal iajustice, and 
emancipated millions from hereditary degradation. 
The ambition of Cond^ was neither lofty, like that 
of Guise, nor crafty like that of Egalit6. It was 
not the sublime sentiment which draws its inspira- 
tion from a grand idea and is sanctified by a 
noble purpose. Neither did it seek, with care, to 
hide its deformity under the borrowed garb of 
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public yiitue. It was of the earth earthy^ and its 
natiye meanness was only rendered more repnkive 
by a thin and carelessly worn disgnise. For^ 
ignoble aims^ shamelessly pursued^ Cond6 soiled 
his glory in the mire of &ction ; abased his genius^ 
impelled by its natural instincts to soar like the 
eagle^ in slimy paths of intrigue; cast to the 
winds the obligations of public principle and of 
private honour ; and finally, in the guilty madness 
of credulous vanity and distempered pride, com- 
mitted the last poUtical crime in delivering up his 
country to civil war, and the sword of a foreign 
enemy. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



The success of Cond^ was equal to the justice of 
his cause. At first his criuiiiial enterprise was 
gilded by some transient gleams of success. 
Leaving his family in Berri, to keep that province 
faithful to his interests, he proceeded with La 
Rochefoucault to his Government of Guienne. 
The Parliament and citizens of Bordeaux em- 
braced his party with enthusiasm ; the provincial 
magnates, who had formerly looked with coldness 
on the heroic efforts of his wife, mustered their 
vassals, and sent them to swell his ranks. The 
Count of Marsin, Commander of the Army of 
Catalonia, abandoning a province which had been 
occupied by the French since the time of Cardinal 
Eichelieu, brought part of his troops to aid the 
insurrection. Lenet, despatched as the Prince's 
Ambassador to the Court of Madrid, was flattered 
with promises of immediate and powerful suc- 
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cours. In tlie Nortli^tlie Coiuit of Tavannes suc- 
ceeded in detaching Condi's regiments from the 
Army of Flanders^ and erected the standard of 
revolt upon the walls of Stenay. 

But, even in the beginning, the defections from 
his party fatally diminished its strength and re- 
putation. In the eyes of all Frenchmen, of those 
even who had grown grey in conspiring, the 
majority of the Sovereign lent a far graver and 
more sinister complexion to an act of rebeUion. ' 
His brother-in-law, Longueville, whose good- 
natured tolerance was at length wearied out by 
the scandalous profligacy of his wife, and the 
domineering arrogance of his brother-in-law, 
declined to incur further risks on account of 
schemes in which he was not personally interested^ 
and kept Normandy in its allegiance to the 
Crown. The two distinguished brothers. Bouillon 
and Turenne, who had been his ablest and 
staunchest supporters during the war of Bordeaux, 
fell from him. Bouillon could bring four thousand 
retainers into the field; and the military talents of 
Turenne were worth an army. Mazarin knew the 
yalue of these redoubtable chiefs; and by per- 
Buading Anne of Austria to satisfy the long- 
debated claims of the Duke, won them over to 
lus party^ and purchased, at a cheap price, for the 
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young King as splendid and loyal services as any 
monarcliy conld ever boast of. Oond6's alliance 
with the Spaniards^ which soon became pnbUc^ 
without adding in any great degree to his 
material strength^ weakened his cause morally in 
an irreparable degree. The Parliament of Paris 
no longer hesitated to register the King^s letter, 
declaring him and his partizans traitors. The 
ParHament of Bordeaux was alienated from his 
interests. The Duke of Orleans broke off all 
relations with the proclaimed enemies of the 
realm. 

The Regent acted with her usual courage. 
Taking with her the young King she joined the 
veteran army of the Count of Harcourt, a General 
of proved ability, and advanced into Berri. The 
people of the province received their young 
Monarch with joyful demonstrations ; the towns 
threw open the gates to the royal troops, Conti, 
Madame de Longueville, and the Princess of 
Cond6 flying for refuge to Bordeaux. Harcourt 
then marched to attack Cond6 in Guienne. All 
the Prince's genius and activity was insuJBicient 
to counter-balance the inferior quality of his raw 
levies, or to avert from them several slight but 
galling defeats^ Tarnished prestige, and the 
harsh measures, and harsher manners of their 
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leader^ provoked disaffection among the insnr- 
gents ; and public disaster was aggravated by the 
scandalons disorders which broke ont in Cond6's 
family^ converting Bordeaux into a chaos of 
tnmnlt and murder. In her journey from Bern 
Madame de Longueville had engaged in a liason 
with the Duke of Nemours, which aroused the 
jealous anger of La Bochefoucault. Cond6 pre- 
vented further mischief l)y despatching Nemours 
to take the command at Stenay. But shortly 
afterwards Conti, whose weak nature, ever in 
extremes, passed at a bound from degrading sub- 
mission to frantic violence, quarrelling with his 
sister, openly reviled her in language that out- 
raged common decency. The Duchess, in order to 
revenge herself, formed a party among the dregs 
of the rabble, who were called Ormistes, from their 
nightly gatherings beneath some large elm-trees, 
and urged them on to brutal excesses. Bloodshed 
and rapine stalked abroad through the city» 
Conde, already fully occupied by his mihtaiy 
operations, strove in vain to calm these dissen- 
sions. His wife, whom the Bordelais revered and 
loved, brought all her influence to the support of 
the magistrates. Her courage and wisdom might 
have restored order; but, unfortunately, the 
delicate condition of her health compelled her to 
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retire from the conflict^ and abandon her old 
asylum to the unbridled licentiousness of aferocious 
mob. With his arms clouded by reverses, and 
his party torn by discord, Conde saw himself on 
the brink of ruin, from which he was only 
snatched by another blunder on the part of 
Cardinal Mazarin. 

The links that bound Anne of Austria to her 
favourite, forged as they were of intellectual con- 
viction as weU as of affection, were of an 
indissoluble nature, which neither peril, nor 
interest, nor time, nor absence, had any power 
over. As with all women of resolute and 
wilful character, opposition and opprobrium only 
drove the Regent to cling more tenaciously to 
what she cherished. Never had the Cardinal 
more absolutely guided the councils or directed 
the movements of her Government than during 
his retirement at Bruhl. But he did not bear 
adversity well. His mind was tortured by 
gnawing anxiety, by jealous fears and suspicions. 
His letters were filled with puling lamentations 
and peevish reproaches, interspersed with appeals, 
couched in the language of high-flown sentiment, 
to his only too-devoted mistress, to abridge the 
period of his banishment. To the minds of both, 
her's always sanguine and fearless, his cheated out 
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of its habitual caution by the illosioiis which are 
born of the weary yearnings of exHe, the time 
seemed now ripe for his return to France.* The 
royal authority was obeyed without question over 
nearly the whole kingdom. The only antagonist 
whom they feared^ banned as a public enemy, 
and losing ground daily in the comer of France 
to which he was driven, appeared to be reduced 
to the alternative of submission or flight. Col- 
lecting a body of troops in the Bishopric of Liege, 
Mazarin crossed the French frontier, joined the 
King and Queen-mother at Poitiers, and resumed 
the direction of affairs. But the explosion of 
public resentment which followed this rash step 
taught him to regret his precipitation. The Par- 
liament of Paris, incensed at his contempt for its 
decrees, set a price on his head. The Parisians 
shouted the old war cries of faction with unabated 
hatred and zeal. De Betz, to whose ambitious 
hopes the Cardinal's return to office was a death- 
blow, withdrew his support and that of his party 
from the Government. And the Duke of Orleans, 
irritated into open revolt, formed an alliance with 
his cousin, whose factious proceedings now wore 
a semblance of pubHc spirit, and assembled in the 
neighbourhood of Paris a well-trained army, of 
which he entrusted the command to the Duke of 
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Beaxifort. Beaufort was soon joined by his 
brother-in-law, the Duke of Nemours, at the head 
of Conde's veteran regiments from Stenay and a 
body of Spaniards; and the combined forces 
advanced towards the Loire, into the region where 
the rich appaiuiges of Monsieur lay. 

Had either of the Generals possessed military 
talent the position of the Court would have been 
perilous in the extreme. But not only were they 
both totally incompetent, but their councils were 
distracted by diverging purposes and private 
animosity. Nemours wished to march to the 
relief of Montrond, to which the Royalists had 
laid siege; Beaufort had orders to protect the 
territories of the Duke of Orleans. Cardinal 
Mazarin had placed Turenne at the head of the 
King's army around Poitiers, though only in joint 
command with Marshal Hocquincourt, and his 
genius so well ^uppHed the disparity of strength 
that the' excellent quaHty and superior numbers 
of the rebel forces barely saved them from destruc- 
tion. As it was, the insurgents were reduced to in- 
action, while Angers, Tours, and Blois fell before 
their eyes; and the Royal Commanders advanced 
against Orleans, the chief and only remaining 
town of Monsieur. The danger in which he saw 
Umself of being stripped of all his possessions. 
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completely paralysed the energies of that feeble 
Prince. Instead of shoiring himself at the head 
of his disheartened troops, and confirming, by his 
presence^ the wavering fidelity of the citizens of 
Orleans^ he betook himself to bed in a fit of ir- 
resolution. But his daughter by his first marriage, 
Mdlle. de Montpensier, boldly came forward to 
defend her father's interests. 

This celebrated lady was now about twenty- 
five years old. Flattery never endowed her with 
beauty. Her detractors averred that the brusqtierie 
of her manners was strongly dashed with imperti- 
nence. Her inordinate vanity was constantly 
shooting forth in strange eccentricities of speech 
and action; and was prone to avenge itself on 
superior merit in her own sex by shafts of ridi- 
cule, occasionally tipped with the poison of 
feminine malignancy. But she possessed a daring 
soul, generous impulses, a strong will, and con- 
siderable talent. Having inherited through her 
mother the vast possessions of the Ducal House of 
Montpensier, she was the richest heiress of the age, 
and her hand was an object of ambition even to 
Kings. Indeed, the chief cause of her undissembled 
iU-humour with the Regent and Cardinal Mazarin 
was, that they had frustrated more than one 
matrimonial alliance on which she had set her 
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beart^ deeming it contrary to the interests of the 
State tliat her vast estates should pass under the 
control of a foreign Prince. Charles II. of 
England^ while in exile at the French Court, 
figured among her suitors. But it is* difficult 
indeed to discover any promise of the "Merry 
Monarch,^^ whose graceful bow, ready wit, and 
flowing courtesy were the crowning charm of one 
of the most brilliant courts of modem Europe, 
in the gloomy and bashful youth, to whom the 
language of gallantry, or even of compliment,, 
seemed unknown. Perhaps the part of the im- 
passioned lover was not easy with the " grande 
Mademoiselle.^' At all events she seems to have 
looked on him as a sort of delicate monster, re- 
cording with specialinterest his voracious onslaught 
upon a joint of mutton. The needy and harsh- 
featured wanderer was not to the taste of the 
high-spirited Princess. She appears at this time 
to have cherished the hope which, notwithstanding^ 
a great disparity of age, Anne of Austria and the 
Cardinal encouraged, of ascending the throne of 
France as the bride of Louis XTV. Her secret 
partialities had long been with Conde. She lets 
it be seen in her curious, though insufferably 
egotistical memoirs, that she would willingly have 
married him in the event of his wife's death; and 
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she oyer displays towards that noble woman a 
peculiar yindictiveness* After withering nntil the 
late autumn of her life in thorny virginity^ Mdlle. 
de Montpeusier gave her hand in secret nuptials to 
the Count of Lauzun^ so famous for his escapades 
at the Comrt of the Great King, and the gallant 
services he rendered to Mary of Modena and her 
ill-starred husband ; and she was compelled to atone 
for her mature indiscretion by granting the rever- 
sion of her enormous property to the French 
Crown. 

Mademoiselle arrived at the camp of Beaufort 
and Nemours to find the army disorganised by the 
dissensions of its leaders. These noblemen were 
so inflamed against each other that they came to 
blows iQ her presence^ and though she succeeded 
in composing the quarrel for the time^ their 
smouldering resentments afterwards leaped up 
into a fratricidal duel^ in which Nemours was 
killed. Escorted by her ladies^ she boldly pre- 
sented herself at one of the gates of Orleans and de- 
manded admittance^ just as an envoy from the King 
had arrived at the opposite entrance to summon the 
town. The magistrates were divided in opinion, 
and refused to receive either party. Mademoiselle 
stormed and cajoled to no purpose, the officer in 
charge of the gate replying to her objurgations 
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only with profound bows. But while she waa 
allowing her anger to evaporate in a solitary stroll 
along the bank of theriver^ some of the boatmen^ 
crowding round her, pointed outabarricaded sally- 
port,looLg onihe qnay,inwhioH a breachmight 
easily be effected. At her instigation they made 
an opening, through which they dragged and 
pushed her and two of her ladies into the town. 
The populace, yelling witii enthusiasm, carried her 
in triumph, all be-draggled and partially dis- 
arrayed, but delighted with the adventure, to the 
Hotel de Yille, where she terrified the magistrates 
into submission. By this achievement, which, 
half heroic, half ludicrous, well reflected the 
character of the heroine. Mademoiselle de Mont- 
pensier preserved the city of Orleans for her 
father. 

While Cond6 was painfully battling with the 
dijBBculties which beset him in Guienne, news 
reached him of the dissensions of Beaufort and 
Nemours, and the critical situation of their army. 
He felt that should this veteran force, which was 
the main-stay of the insurgent cause, melt away 
or be destroyed, the loss would be irreparable; 
and his intelligence left him no room for doubt 
with regard to the critical position to which it was 
reduced by the divisions and the incompetency of 
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its chiefs. His presence alone cotdd save it from 
dissolution. It was a desperate crisis; bnt great 
actions are bom of great difficulties, and the 
Prince now conceived one of the boldest enter- 
prises that ever occurred to a leader. This was 
to traverse one hundred and twenty leagues of 
hostile territory, swarming witii vigilant foes, 
guarded along all its routes by strong towns and 
fortresses, intersected by broad and rapid rivers, 
the bridges and fords of which were in the hands 
of enemies, and, penetrating Turenne^s lines, to 
put himself at the head of the Army of the Loire. 
Becognition would involve certain captivity or 
death, and his person was so well known, especially 
at the Court, which lay in his track, that the least 
suspicion of his journey must infallibly lead to 
discovery. The most profound secresy, the 
greatest celerity, and rare good fortune were 
necessary for success. The conduct of the expedi- 
tion was confided to the skilful audacity and the 
infinite resource of GteurviUe. 

The Prince committed the command in Giiienne 
to his brother Conti, leaving him the Count of 
Marsin and the able Lenet as assistants, and set 
out on the evening of Palm Sunday, 1652, in the 
habit of a courier. He was accompanied by La 
Eochefoucault, by the young Prince of Marsillac^ 
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a boy of fifteen, by Gourville, and by three other 
gentlemen, all wearing disguises. They travelled 
day and night, avoiding as much as possible the 
high roads, never halting longer than two hours 
at a time for rest and food, and never changing 
horses unless when compelled by absolute neces- 
sity. The hair-breadth escapes, and the laughable 
incidents which chequered the journey, continued 
long afterwards on winter evenings 'to furnish 
food for wonder and mirth at provincial firesides. 
By a bold stratagem Gourville obtained. possession 
of one of the boats at a ferry on the Dordogne, 
and the party crossed over without incurring the 
risk of inconvenient questions or scrutiny. Com- 
ing to a halt at a little out-of-the-way hostelry, 
the Prince was glad to escape with no other 
injury than bitter taunts and curses from the 
quick-tempered inn-keeper, who was enraged by 
the awkward way in which the pretended courier 
obeyed an order to bridle a horse. In another 
little village Cond6 was jeered by a justly incensed 
landlady, for letting an omelet, which he had 
rashly volunteered to cook, fall into the fire. She 
let him ofE with a shower of derisive compliments, 
in consideration of the sound rating administered 
to him by Gourville. One day a countryman re- 
cognised Gond^, and called out his name, but the 
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cool impudence of the impertorbable Gk>tiiTilld 
cheated the bewildered rustic into disbelief of his 
own senses. Another day the party was hospitably 
entertained by a gentleman who, nnconscions of 
the quality of his guests, retailed for their amuse* 
ment all the current scandal and popular jests on 
the subject of Madame de LongueviUe's notorious 
gallantries. They crossed the Loire in a boat, 
which landed them, by some misadventure, at 
the very gates of La Charit6, a strong fortress 
commanded by Bussy Babutin, whom some 
real or fancied injuries had changed from a 
staunch adherent to a bitter foe of the Prince. 
Cond^ and Qourville riding forward, without 
hesitation, accosted the officer on ' guard, passed 
themselves ofi as comrades in arms, who having 
outstayed their leave were hurrying to rejoin their 
regiments, and, leaving affectionate messages for 
their friend Rabutin, pursued their joufney un- 
impeded, under the walls of the town. A still 
greater danger befell the adventurers as they ap- 
proached the Boyal Camp. Being under the 
necessity of venturing upon the high road, one 
of their number, the Count of Guitaut, was 
recognised by a courier from the Court. By this 
time men and horses were completely exhausted, 
the Prince's iron frame alone being able to endure 
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the constant watcliing and fatigue. Yonng 
Marsillac had fainted several times^ and during 
the later stages of the expedition had been tin- 
able to sit on horseback without assistance. The 
only chance of safety lay in separating into smaller 
bodies. Cond6^ La Bochefoucault^ and Marsillac 
kept together. Taming their horses loose^ they 
crept along stealthily^ within a few paces of each 
other^ seeking cover in ditches and patches of 
vegetation^ until they reached the chateau of the 
Duchess of ChatiUon^ the sight of which^ recalling 
the recent death of his adoring mother within its 
walls^ must have awakened painful regrets in the 
Princess mind. They passed the night in the 
chateau, surrounded by detachments of the enemy, 
and the following day, eluding the pursuit of the 
numerous parties sent out to capture them, pr^ 

sented themselves in safety at the headquarters of 
Beaufort and Nemours. 

Mazarin, equally unwilling to put a slight upon 
the long and distinguished services of Hocquin- 
court, and to lose the miHtary talents of Turenne, 
had unwisely divided the Eoyal Army into two 
bodies, and given to each of the Marshals an 
independent command. Turenne's troops were 
quartered around Gien, where the Court resided. 
Hocquincourt had pitched his camp a few leagues 
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in advance^ near Bleneaa^ and^ despising the in<- 
capacity of Ms opponents^ had taken little care to 
secure his position. On the night following 
Condi's arrival Tnrenne was aroused from sleep 
by the distant tumult of battle in the direc- 
tion of Bleneau. Starting ap^ he rushed into 
the open air and gained an eminence that 
commanded an extensive view. The camp of 
Hocquincourt was wrapped iji flames^ and the 
light of the conflagration fell on disorderly masses 
of troops, flying in hopeless rout before the furious 
attacks of the insurgents. Turenne gazed for a 
moment in silent amazement on the disastrous 
spectacle, and then, turning to his officers, said — 
"The Prince must have arrived.^' The great 
warrior recognised the presence of kindred genius 
in that scene of discomfiture and terror. But the 
peril of the situation left the Marshal little time 
for reflection. No one knew so well as he the 
ardour, sometimes amounting to rashness, with 
which Cond6 foUowed up an advantage. The King 
and Queen reposed in complete unconsciousness of 
danger at Gien, while there only remained his 
own small army to shield them from captivity. 
He was equal to the emergency. Pushing for- 
ward, with extraordinary boldness, the four or 
five thousand men under his command into a 
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position partly covered by woods, which concealed 
his weakness, he vigorously repelled the advance 
of the victorious enemy. Conde's eagle glance 
was for once at fault. A great part of his ari^y, 
corrupted by lax discipline, had dispersed for 
plunder ; and, fearful of falling into an ambuscade^ 
after one somewhat feeble attack, he halted his 
men in order to allow time for the stragglers to 
rejoin their ranks. The hours thus wasted 
enabled Hocquincourt to rally his beaten division, 
and bring it up to the support of his colleague. 
Turenne, no longer fearing to be crushed, confi- 
dently awaited the enemy in his strong position, 
which his antagonist, having discovered his error 
too late, did not now venture to assail. And thus, 
on this extraordinary day, the fiery •Conde lost, 
through want of daring, the opportunity which he 
had purchased by such prodigies of hardihood and 
endurance, of rendering himself master of Prance 
by a siQgle blow; and the cautious Turenne 
replaced,^^ to use the words of Anne of Austria, 
the crown on the head of her son^' by a 
manoeuvre, the success of which could not redeem 
it in the eyes of such a friendly critic as Napoleon , 
from the fault of excessive rashness. 

After this exploit, so brilliant even in its partial 
failure, Conde taking with him the Dukes of 
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Beaufort^ Nemours^ and La Bochefoucaiilt^ and 
leaving the command of the army to the Counts 
of Tavannes and Vallon, two officers who enjoyed 
his confidence^ set out for Paris^ where his interests 
urgently demanded his presence. 

His first few weeks' experience in Guienne had 
rudely dispelled the vainglorious illusions with 
which the Prince had entered upon the civil war. 
His military genius^ with the advantages of the 
most splendid prestige, and the most powerful 
following of any subject in Europe, and of alHance 
with Spain, could not avert disgraceful defeat in 
a struggle for personal ends, which rallied the 
patriotism and loyalty of Prance around the throne 
of his young Sovereign. The selfish impatience 
which precipitated Cardinal Mazarines return to 
France, in defiance of law and of public opinion 
had, by partially reheving the ill-judged enterprise 
of Conde from the crushing odium of wanton 
rebellion, and by raising up for him unexpected 
allies, rescued him from destruction. But Conde 
felt that he could only make a successful stand 
against legitimate authority by a cordial union 
with the Duke of Orleans, who possessed the con- 
fidence of the middle classes, especially in the 
Capital ; and by winning the countenance of the 
Parliament of Paris, which, though it had placed 
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* price on Mazarm's head^ apheld the Bang's 
decree against himself and his partizans. In ac- 
complishing these purposes he had to vanquish 
the opposition of an enemy as skilful and more 
determined than Mazarin himself. 

De Eetz had now succeeded his uncle as Arch- 
bishop of Paris. When Mazarines sudden re- 
appearance at Court dashed the long-desired and 
scarcely tasted cup of power from his lips, the 
Archbishop had betaken himself again to the 
government of his diocese, the rage and despair 
of baffled ambition consuming his haughty soul. 
But his animosity towards his Italian rival, in- 
tense as it was, paled before his hatred and 
distrust of Cond6. Though he used all his 
arts to alienate the Duke of Orleans from the 
Queen, he was not less eager in dissuading 
the Duke from an alliance with the Prince. 
He strove to reconstruct out of the remnant 
of the Fronde that still adhered to him, and 
the Parliament and citizens of Paris, a con- 
stitutional party, under the nominal leadership of 
Orleans, which opposing Mazarin and Cond^, 
irresponsible despotism, and selfish faction, would 
maintain the Boyal authority as limited by the 
Declaration of the 24th of October. But this com- 
bination, which, though it may have had its root in 
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his personal ambition^ was worthy of the enliglitened 
genius of De Betz^ and was consistent with the 
general scope of his policy from the beginnings 
f ailed^ notwithstanding that it attracted the cordial 
sympathies of M0I6 and his friends^ on account of 
the lack of public spirit in the country ; the weak- 
ness of Monsieur^ the selfish pride of the nobles^ 
the selfish timidity of the burghers^ and the 
demoralization of the populace. De Betz then 
withdrew himself almost completely from active 
participation in politics^ only appearing from time 
to time to assist the Magistrates in preserving 
order. While Cond6 was still in Guyenne, feeling 
the necessity of destroying an influence so pre- 
judicial to his cause in Paris^ he had commissioned 
Gourville to carry ofE the Archbishop from his 
palace^ and deliver him up to the Spaniards. 
Gourville laid his plans with his usual audacity 
and skilly but the enterprise^ so congenial to his 
temper^ miscarried at the last moment through 
an accident^ and he had to fly for his life. After 
this narrow escape^ and while the poUtical fortunes 
of De Retz were seemingly at their lowest ebb, 
by one of those strange turns of destiny visible 
throughout his eventful career, the great prize 
which all his life he had laboured in vain to secure, 
fell to him unasked for, and when it had probably 
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passed beyond tlie range of his hopes. The Eegent 
had requited his services against Cond^, during 
Mazarines absence at Bruhl, by a nomination for 
a Cardinal's hat. After her favourite's return, 
she sent to Rome to cancel the appointment. The 
Pope, however, at the next creation of Cardinals, 
elevated De Retz to a seat in the' conclave. It 
was through the spontaneous act of the PontifE 
that the baffled demagogue and discarded Minister 
acquired the dignity he so greatly coveted of 
Prince of the Church, and the appellation under 
which he is famous to all time. 

Conde's presence in the Capital gave him com- 
plete sway, for the time, over the mind of his 
volatile cousin. The confederate Princes, in order 
to conciliate the favour of -the Parliament, issued 
a Declaration setting forth, in the language of 
exalted patriotism, that having te^ken up arms 
solely to free the realm from the evil rule of a 
foreign Minister, they were ready to disband their 
troops when he, in obedience to the edict of the 
High Court, retired from France. But Mole and 
his colleagues, being well-informed of the close 
relations subsisting between the rebel chiefs and 
the Spanish Army, then ravaging the northern 
provinces, and also of the private negotiations 
with Mazarin which Cond6 was at that very 
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moment carrying on througli the Ducliess of 
GhatUlon, treated this specious manifesto with the 
contempt it merited^ and publicly reproached its 
authors with their treason and perfidy. The 
Princes, stung by these just denunciations, resorted 
to intimidation. Wielding with unskilful hands 
the dangerous* weapons of De Eetz, they excited 
the rabble against the Magistrates, and being 
unable to curb the demon they had raised, the 
city fell under the reign of lawless violence. 

In this unprosperous state of his affairs, death 
deprived Cond^ of his ablest councillor, the cele- 
brated Chavigny. This eminent politician, the 
favourite pupil of EicheUeu, having been long con- 
demned to obscurity by the hatred of Anne of 
Austria and the jealousy of Mazarin, had lately 
become the chief adviser of the Prince. At the 
time of his decease he was busy with a project 
which redounded httle to the credit of his patron. 
News having arrived in Paris that the Princess of 
Cond6 was fast sinking under a mortal iOness at 
Bordeaux, neither esteem for her virtues nor 
gratitude for her services restrained her husband 
from an indecent exhibition of joy at the prospect 
of being released from ties that had always gaUed 
him j and he inmiediafcely commissioned Chavigny 
to arrange for his second nuptials with Made* 
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moiselle de Montpensier. But the Princess, 
having given birth to a son, and having lingered 
long between life and death, began slowly to mend, 
to the intense vexation of her lord, and the intense 
delight of the faithful Gascons. Little coidd these 
generous hearts divine how cruel was the fate 
which then snatched their heroine from the grave. 

Whilst abortive political and matrimonial in- 
trigues distracted Condi's attention from military- 
operations, Tavannes and Vallon, out-generalled 
and beaten by Turenne, now in supreme com- 
mand of the Royal Army, found themselves shut 
up, with diminished forces, in the town of Btampes, 
and reduced to the last extremity. In compliance 
with urgent demands for assistance from the rebel 
Princes, their Spanish allies prevailed on the Duke 
of Lorraine, by the payment of a large subsidy, to 
march his army — all that remained to him of the 
rich territory of which he was Sovereign— into 
the heart of Prance. This seasonable diversion 
extricated the insurgents ; uniting with the 
soldiers of Lorraine they retired on Paris, closely 
followed by Turenne. 

A trial of strategical skill followed, in which 
the Royal commander, though inferior in strength, 
baffled all the efforts of the confederates to crush 
him ; and then the needy Duke of Lorraine, moved 
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"by the golden argninents of Mazarin, suddenly- 
retired over the frontier, leaving his allies to shift 
for themselves. 

The rebel army, now reduced to about five 
thousand men, was exposed by this desertion to 
be overwhelmed at St. Cloud by the simultaneous 
attacks of Turenne and Marshal la !Pert6, who had 
marched to Turenne's assistance from the borders 
of Flanders ; and Condfe went forth again to lead it 
through the city to a safer position at Charenton. 
But the municipal authorities, who were loyal to 
the King and justly indignant at the frightful 
disorders which mocked their rule, with the aid of 
De Retz, prevailed on the unstable Orleans to 
allow the gates to be shut against his cousin. 
The Prince, thus caught in a trap, endeavoured 
in the short night of the 1st July, 1652, to draw 
ofE his men under the shadow of the city walls. 
But he was unable to elude the unsleeping vigi- 
lance of Turenne ; and when, at break of day, he 
reached the Faubourg St. Antoine, his rear was 
so hotly pressed by overwhelming numbers that 
he was compelled to halt and give battle. 

Three streets forming the Faubourg converged 
upon an open space before the Gate St. Antoine. 
These he caused to be closed with barricades and 
such entrenchments as could be hastily thrown 
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up, and committed their defence to Nemours, 
Tavannes, and Vallon. La Rochefoucault and a 
chosen body of gentlemen remained with their 
leader as a reserve, ready to rush upon the enemy 
wherever succour was most needed. The rear of 
the insurgents rested on the city gate, jealously 
barred and guarded against them, and the gloomy 
walls of the Bastille. On his side Turenne made 
his dispositions for the attack with his usual 
promptitude and ability. But this great General 
rated too highly the merits of his old commander 
to throw away any chance of success in conflict 
with such an antagonist; he, therefore, wished 
to delay the assault until La Fert6 had come up 
with the heavy artillery. The young King and 
Mazarin, however, had taken their station on the 
heights of Charonne overlooking the battle-field, 
and impatient to witness the destruction of the 
illustrious rebel, sent message after message to 
the illustrious Marshal, urging immediate action. 
The walls, towers, and steeples of the city were 
alive with swarming multitudes, whose gaze was 
rivetted by a terrible fascination on the bloody 
tragedy that soon began to unfold itself beneath. 
The battle was one of the fiercest and most 
stubborn in the annals of war. The Royal troops, 
confident in an overwhelming superiority of force, 
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and eager to distingtdsh themselves under the 
eyes of their young Monarchy attacked in three 
columns with extraordinary impetuosity. The 
insurgents^ feeling that their only hope of safety 
lay in their valour, disputed every inch of ground 
with the most determined resolution. Nemours^ 
Tavannes, and Yallon fought on the barricades at 
the head of their men. La Boehefoucault sur- 
passed even the splendid gallantry which had 
rendered the ruined defences of Bordeaux im- 
pregnable. Cond6 himself, in his fiiry and his 
prowess seemed more than mortal; the living 
image of the God of War, as depicted more than 
two thousand years before in immortal verse 
by the greatest of poets. His terrible counten- 
ance, flaming with the fierce joy of conflict, his 
voice rolling in thunder along the ranks of battle^ 
and the Hghtning strokes of his sword carried 
dismay into the enemy in every part of the field. 
The rapidity of movement by which he multiplied 
himseU at the points of danger appeared super- 
human. ^' Did you see the Prince of Oondfe on 
that day V^ was afterwards asked of Turenne. 
" I did not see one Prince of Conde," replied the 
Marshal ; " I saw more than twelve.^^ The 
carnage was horrible. The combat raged from 
house to house, from story to story, from early 
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morning till noon. At mid-day both armies, 
exhausted by fatigue and the intense heat, 
were compelled to desist for a brief interval 
of repose. But, although the fate of the engage- 
ment was still undecided, the superior numbers 
and materiel of the King's army had told with 
fearful effect on the insurgents. Turenne's 
guns had crushed and levelled their feebled 
defences, and, sweeping the streets with an 
iron tempest, had made sad havoc in their 
ranks. Half the Prince's soldiers, and nearly all 
their leaders, had fallen. La Roohefoucault's 
cheeks were pierced by a musket ball. Nemours 
and VaUon were carried from the field des- 
perately wounded. Cond6, though his armour 
was dented with blows, remained unscathed. In 
the middle of the fight, being ahnost suffocated 
by the heat, he had caused himself to be disarmed 
and undressed, roUed himself over and over in an 
adjacent field, and then, refreshed and invigorated 
by the touch of his mother earth, had returned 
like a Titan to sustain his fainting ranks. Slowly 
recoiHng before the ever-increasing masses of the 
Royalists, he took advantage of the pause. to dis- 
engage his remaining troops from the smoking 
ruins of the Faubourg ; and, drawing them up in a 
compact body before the city gate, he awaited the 
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approacli of his foes with the calm courage of 
despair. Tureime, having been reinforced by the 
fresh army and powerful artillery of La Ferte, 
prepared to deliver the decisive blow which 
should end the civil war. But in this moment of 
dreadful suspense, a young and high-bom woman, 
alighting upon the scene like some goddess in a 
Homeric battle, robbed the RoyaUsts of a certain 
triumph and snatched the Prince from inevitable 
destruction. 

On, Conde's departure from Paris, the Duke of 
Beaufort had remained behind, and though unable 
to defeat the hostile measures of the municipal 
authorities, remained true to his friend. As the 
sounds of battle came floating into the city ; as 
the emptions of admiration and pity for over- 
matched heroism that thriUed the spectators, who 
crowded every turret and pinnacle, flashed with 
electric sympathy through the multitudes below ; 
as the ghastly heaps of the wounded piled up 
against the city gate rose higher and more 
hideous, the popular ferment burst forth in 
tumult, and Beaufort, exerting on behalf of his 
hard pressed associates the rough eloquence which , 
was his only talent, inflamed by stirring harangues 
the passions of the populace. The popular 
clamour compelled the municipal authorities to 
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allow the wounded to be carried witliiii the walls^ 
and the tears and prayers of these brave men, 
who, unmindful of their own sufferings, implored 
succour for their gallant comrades, kindled the 
public agitation into fury. Mademoiselle de Mont- 
pensier boldly seized the opportunity to save her 
cousin. She first wrung from the fears and the 
compassion of her irresolute father a written order 
to the Governor of the Bastille to obey her direc- 
tions. Then proceeding amidst the acclama- 
tions of a vast multitude to the Hotel de Ville, 
partly by coaxing, partly by threats of personal 
violence, she extorted from old Marshal FHopital, 
Governor of Paris, and the Provost of the Mer- 
chants, an order to the officer in command at the 
Gate St. Antoiue to admit the rebel army. En- 
chanted with her success, she hurried on foot to 
the scene of battle. Her way lay along the street 
St. Antoine, which was choked by the mournful 
procession of the dying and the dead. At every 
step gaping wounds appalled her sight, cries of 
agony assaUed her ears, the pallid anguish of 
some familiar face smote her heart. She met La 
Rochef oucault, blinded and insensible, borne along 
in the arms of his son and of Gourville. She met 
Vallon, almost expiring in a litter, who called out 
to her in feeble tones that all was lost; and 
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Gtdtant^ faint with loss of bloody reeling on his 
horse like a drunken man. Repairing to a house 
near the ramparts^ she sent to the Prince to come 
and see her. He was standing at a short distance 
from the gate, calmly watching the slowly advanc- 
ing columns of Turenne, the gathering thunder 
cloud of war that was about to burst in ruin on 
his head. His face was hardly to be recognised 
under its hideous mask of clotted dust and blood, 
and the long matted locks that hung about it in 
wild disorder ; his shirt and collar were smeared 
with gore, and in his hand was a naked sword, of 
which he had flung away the scabbard. On see- 
ing the Princess he sank upon a seat and burst 
into tears. ^^ Pardon my grief ,^^ he said to her; 
'' I have lost all my friends.'^ She soothed him 
with words of comfort, ordered the Gate St. 
Antoine to be thrown open, and the guns of 
the Bastille to check Turenne's advance. Cond^, 
disdaining to retreat in broad day before Mazarin, 
held his ground until nightfall, and then retired 
unmolested within the walls. The astonishment 
of the Regent and the Minister at the escape of 
their great enemy was only equalled by their in- 
dignation. The Cardinal had hitherto favoured 
Mademoiselle de Montpensier^s aspiring project 
to become the bride of Loui3 XIV., thinking it 
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good policy to attacli lia: immeiise possessions to 
the French Crown. But when he learned that 
she had ordered the cannon of the Bastille to 
play upon the King^s army, he exclaimed, with a 
fixed resolve which nothing was able ever after- 
wards to shake, ^^ She has killed her husband/' 

The presence of his troops within its walls 
rendered Cond6 master of Paris. But the 
majority of the High Court, nothing daunted, 
freely expressed their disapproval of the 
weak compliances of Marshal PHopital and the 
Provost of the Merchants, to which he owed his 
safety. The Prince, soured and rendered reckless 
by his reverses, retaliated by hounding on his 
soldiers and the rabble agaiust the Chambers. 
He was unable to control the fiendish passions he 
had let loose, and the city was again delivered up 
to a saturnalia of crime, to pillage, murder, and 
conflagration. The savage rioters attacked the 
Palace of Justice with fire and sword, and it was 
by a miracle that the blazing building did not 
become the funeral pyre of the slaughtered 
Magistrates. Hundreds of the citizens were 
butchered in the isuce of day. The High Court 
suspended its sittings. Mole and his leading 
colleagues fled from a scene in which law and 
order were trampled in the dust by a licentious 
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soldiery, and many of the principal inhabitants 
followed their example. The beleaguering army 
of Tm-enne, cutting off the regular supplies of 
provisions, famine came to glut itself with victims 
whom violence had spared, and pestilence swept 
away crowds of spectral wretches already wasted 
by hunger. The unhappy Parisians, all but the 
dregs of the population, the vultures of society 
who feast amidst carnage and desolation, feeling 
that the rankest despotism could not corrupt into 
evils more dreadful- than those deadly fruits of 
unbridled license, sighed for the restoration of 
the Royal authority. Every day the insurgent 
cause sank lower and lower. It was to little 
purpose that the Duke of Lorraine, having 
literally fulfilled his engagement with Mazarin 
by marching out of Prance, marched back again, 
and compelled Turenne to raise the siege of the 
Capital. Tavannes and Vallon led out the 
Prince's troops to co-operate with the troops of 
Lorraine. But although the Royalist General, 
knowing with whom he had to deal, did not 
hesitate to place his small army in exposed posi- 
tions, his incompetent antagonists failed to seize 
the opportunities he afforded them. Oondfe, 
eaten up by anguish and remorse for the downf al 
of his party, and the miseries caused by his guilty 
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ambition, and worn by incessant toils, had suc- 
cumbed to a dangerous fever. He was only abl& 
to vent his impotent rage by shouting from his 
sick bed, ^^ Give bridles to Tavannes and Vallon; 
they are asses/' At the termination of a fruitless 
campaign the Duke of Lorraine again retreated 
across the frontier ; and, to add to Conde's mis- 
fortunes, his impregnable fortress of Montrond,. 
after holding out for a year, was reduced 
by famine. The astute Mazarin, seeing the 
Fronde at the last extremity, dealt it its death 
blow by voluntarily retiring a second time into 
exile. The more uncompromising members of 
the Parliament, who had remained in the Capital 
after the departure of their First President, im- 
mediately declared for the King, and drew after 
them the whole body of substantial citizens. The 
chiefs of the insurrection, in the blind haste of 
selfish fear, opened separate negotiations with the 
Court. Anne of Austria temporised, until terror 
and distrust had broken up the party. , Then, 
assuming a haughtier tone, she announced that the 
season of concession was over, that she required 
unconditional submission. In truth there only 
remained the desperate alternative of repairing to 
the Spanish Camp. 

It will be obvious, even from this feeble sketch 
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of the rise and fall of tlie Fronde^ that it con- 
tained in itself, from the very beginning, the seeds 
of its own destruction. There is no record in 
history of a struggle of equal moment, one in- 
yolying such mighty interests, such stupendous 
results, and sustained by the utmost energies of 
so many men and women endowed with most 
glorious gifts of nature, in which so Uttle can be 
found to inspire the fancy, satisfy the judgment, 
or elevate the heart. It was, as regards the vast 
majority of those who took part in it, a war of 
mean passions for mean objects, relieved indeed 
by many brilliant, many amusing, and by some ad- 
mirable incidents ; episodes dearly purchased by 
the general degradation of genius, courage, and 
beauty. What most strikes the mind contem- 
plating the strife of the Fronde, is an absence 
of moral grandeur. It did not even contain 
any grand element of terror. It wanted even 
the dignity of colossal crime. We see a 
strange drama in which feeble tragedy and 
broad farce are &ntasticaUy interwoven ; in which 
horrors, bordering on the ludicrous, give place^ 
with startling rapidity, to more ghastly mirth; 
terror with little of sublimity, and humour de- 
generating into Satanic ribaldry. One thing alone 
in the shifting chaos of fickle passions and 
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grotesque incidents^ of vice and madness^ appears 
permanent. This is an all-pervading spirit of 
selfisknessj the principle of disorder, which 
quickened, and, by quickening, gradually destroyed,, 
the elements of social confusion. Grasping Princes 
and nobles, aided by turbulent demagogues, 
taking advantage of popular discontent and of a 
long minority, seek to strip newly dowered royalty 
for their own aggraiidisement; an alien Minister, 
under the pretext of defending the rights of 
the Crown, strives with equal avidity to clutch 
undivided authority, and enormous wealth, shame- 
fully pilfered from an exhausted exchequer and a 
famishing people. 

But in intimate alliance with, and partly con- 
cealed by, the play of base and frivolous passions,, 
an issue of the last consequence to France and 
to Europe was fought out with a singleness of 
purpose, a strength of conviction, and a steadfast 
courage worthy of its magnitude. Mathieu ^Mole 
strove to win and to preserve inviolate a charter 
of public rights ; and Anne of Austria strove to 
maintain the absolute prerogative inherited by her 
son. 

When Prance, depressed by a long series of 
disasters, surrendered to Charles VII. the right of 
taxing the Third Estate without its consent, she 
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enabled her Sovereigns, by pnrsning a policy a» 
crafty as it was patient and tenacious, gradually 
to destroy every authority in the realm, inde- 
pendent of their own. They raised up barriers 
of privilege between the different orders which,, 
till the close of the 14th century, had been accus- 
tomed to meet frequently, on an equal footing, in 
national assembhes for the discussion and the 
regulation of public affairs ; and having rendered 
co-operation on the ground of common interests 
impossible, they in the end reduced each order to 
absolute subjection. The nobles, exempted from 
the burthens of the State, and monopoHsiug its 
honours and dignities, from being an aristocracy 
stiffened into a caste, and ceasing to share the 
motives and feelings completely lost their hold 
upon the mass of the population. Privileged 
but isolated, they were easily crushed by open 
attack, or allured to Court, saw their hereditary 
jurisdiction silently transferred to functipnaries of 
the Crown. The cultivators of the soil, oppressed 
by imposts, not only arbitrary and capricious in 
themselves, but rendered insufferably galling by a 
vicious system of collection, looked with envy and 
hatred on their rich, untaxed lords, who, without 
affording them protection, increased their miseries 
by a harsh exaction of feudal services. Such of 



189 



the peasants as were fortunate enough to acquire 
& competence^ took refuge in the nearest town 
under the shelter of municipal institutions^ and^ if 
possible, purchased some privileged office which 
separated them completely from their former life. 
But the towns also had been gradually despoiled 
of their ancient freedom. Louis XI. had made 
relentlesswarupon them, and most of his successors 
looked with a jealous eye upon their remaining 
powers and franchises. At the time of Cardinal 
Eichelieu^s death, the Boyal authority had 
emancipated itseK from all constitutional control — 
at least, in the pays d'election, which formed 
three parts of the kingdom — except whatever feeble 
restraint might exist in the privilege of humble 
remonstrance before registering the King's edicts, 
which the Minister left to the Parliament of Paris. 
The liberty of all French subjects, the property of 
the middle and lower classes, lay completely at 
the mercy of the Crown. To make security of 
person and of goods the birthright of every 
Frenchman — a right of the subject which has 
always been regarded in free communities as 
a necessary condition of. good government 
and national prosperity — and to constitute an 
independent and vigilant guardian of this 
right by vindicating for the Parliament of 
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Paris its ancient claims to discnss freely and to 
reject^ if they were illeg^ or oppressive^ tlie 
King's edicts^ were Mold's objects. Never, per- 
haps, did a public man labour for more worthy 
aims with truer patriotism or more heroic courage. 
He was not, indeed, exempt from the prejudices 
of his time and office, or from narrow partiaUties 
for his order. He desired all that he did to 
extend and elevate the functions of the High 
Court beyond all authenticated precedent; and 
therefore he regarded the States General with as 
much jealousy and dislike as Anne of Austria 
herself. But in the circumstances of the time it 
might well have seemed to him that this profes- 
sional spirit was the highest public spirit. The 
nobles, having selfishly betrayed the Third 
Estate, had for long past evinced only a disposi- 
tion to profit by the injustice under which it 
sufiered. The beneficed clergy and the eccle- 
siastical corporations enjoyed the same privileges 
as the nobles. The somewhat cumbrous ma- 
chinery of the States Greneral having long been 
discarded from ordinary use in political life ; and 
having, when tried in extraordinary emergencies, 
proved impotent to effect reform, chiefly because 
the privileged being separated from the un- 
privileged classes, not only by a sharply defined 
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line of distinction, but by the absence of common 
interests and common sympathies, the King could 
venture to treat the national remonstrances with 
neglect ; the only hope of securing juster measure 
for the Third Estate, without a revolution, -might 
well have appeared to lie in investing the Parlia- 
ment with a power of control. 

Mole, however, committed the error of a 
generous and courageous mind in attempting to 
accomplish a political reformation with inadequate 
means. To set limits to the prerogative of the 
Crown was a task above the strength of the Par- 
liament of Paris. This was clear to De Retz, a 
man of far less pure and lofty character than the 
First President, but possessing an intellect in- 
comparably more powerful, enlarged, and versa- 
tile. Inspired chiefly^ no doubt, by personal 
ambition, but also in a spirit of enlightened 
statesmanship, De Retz conceived the design of 
bringing the aspiring genius of Conde, the 
mihtary turbulence of the depressed nobles, 
the discontent of the citizens, and the passions 
of the populace into an irresistible, however 
ephemeral, movement which might compel con- 
cession by the Regent of the demands of the 
Parliament of Paris, and bear himself on its crest 
to the direction of the reformed Government. 
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The poKtical duel between De Retz and Mazarin^ 
one of the most interesting in history, was not 
merely a strife of rival ambitions. It was also 
a conflict of rival principles, and it involved the 
issue whether an absolute or a limited Monarchy 
was to be established in Prance. The cham- 
pions were not unequally matched. Each 
was weighted with scandalous vices that sunk 
him in public esteem. The Coadjutor had a 
more splendid and daring genius, a more 
«xact knowledge of the condition and the wants 
of all classes of society, a better cause, and the 
public favour ; but the confederacy on which he 
leant, although brilliant and formidable, and a 
miracle of political skill, was built upon sand. 
Mazarin excelled in patient astuteness, had at 
command almost unlimited means of corruption 
in the patronage and revenues of the State, rested 
on the support of established power, the venerable 
name of a King, and the devoted attachment of 
one of the ablest and most resolute Princesses that 
ever held a sceptre. Mazarin — after many defeats, 
and what appeared to be utter discomfiture — 
finally triumphed, in consequence of the political 
atheism of the aristocratical party and its chief. 
The few nobles who were guided by any principle 
sought to recover their ancient power while 
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^retaining their recent privileges, to change the 
Monarchy into an oHgarchy ; but the great 
majority of them were merely impelled by a spirit 
of rapine to plunder the State. And the conduct 
of Cond^ — ^who alone was in a position to curb 
their excesses, and even to give a patriotic direc- 
tion to their energies — was conspicuous for the 
absence of public virtue, of statesman-like sagacity 
and self-control, and even of private honour. With- 
out having the excuse of his followers for plunging 
into faction, for he had been gorged by the Regent 
with honours and offices, he sanctioned their most 
flagitious acts of treason towards the nation and 
of disloyalty towards each other by his own pro- 
ceedings. Now betraying the land to the armies 
of Spain and the seditious license of their 
adherents, now lending Mazarin their swords, 
in return for deceitful concessions, to rivet the 
yoke of misgovemment, Conde and his party 
were content to ruin the State so that they were 
enriched from its spoils. 

But no man nor party, no matter how richly 
jendowed with genius and advantages of fortune 
can achieve permanent success by pursuing aims 
nakedly selfish. The personal views must be, 
partially at least, hidden in the shadow of some 
broad principle which commands the assent of the 
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national intelligence^ or must be linked with some 
general interest^ or some powerful sentiment that 
throbs with a strong pulsation in the heart of the 
masses. Of this truth the party of the New Fronde 
and their leader seemed unconscious. And each 
of them sought his own advantage^ not only with- 
out regard to the public welfare, but without 
regard to the welfare of his confederates. There 
was no real principle of cohesion among them. 
They scoffed at the ties of faith and honour. 
Fidelity to his associates or treachery depended 
with each, mainly, upon his immediate inclination 
or interest. The consequence was that mutual 
distrust and the distrust of the country sapped the 
strength of the party. Perhaps no body of men 
ever possessed in a more eminent degree the 
talents and the courage that ordinarily command 
success, than the French nobles of that time. 
They numbered in their ranks men of the highest 
capacity for civil affairs. In splendid mihtary 
qualities they have never been excelled. Omitting 
from the comparison Napoleon, who was by paren- 
tage, temperament, and cJl but the mere acci- 
dent of conquest an Italian, and who stands apart 
in history, with Hannibal and Julius CsBsar, high 
above conunon rivalry, the twenty years of war- 
fare that followed the Revolution of 1789, during 
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which the French armies over-ran Europe^ and the 
martial energies and ambition^ not only of every 
Frenchman, but of every man in the conntries 
subject to Prance, were stirred into the highest 
emulation, not only by a vehement spirit of 
revolutionary propagandism, but by the great 
prizes in the career of arms, even kingdoms, 
throTfn open to all, did not produce as many 
Generals of extraordinary merit as were found 
among the French Princes and nobles in the 
single reign of Louis XIV. Hoche, Morean, 
Massena, Kleber, perhaps Dumouriez, though 
illustrious names, pale their light before the 
brighter glories of Oonde, Turenne, Luxembourg, 
Venddme, Villars, three of them, and those the 
greatest, old chiefs of the Fronde ; while Harcourt, 
Catinat, Boufflers, and many others scarcely 
inferior in renown, might boast achievements 
which well compare with the deeds of the crowd of 
-Eepublican Generals and Imperial Marshals. 
Even when the noblesse had greatly degenerated, 
it supplied the two most remarkable Frenchmen 
of the Revolutionary, period, Mirabeau and 
Talleyrand, But intellect and courage without 
faith or virtue cannot long contend successfully 
against the accumulating moral force of public 
reprobation. 
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The real motives of the Royalists were, as a 
rule, equally interested; but their personal objects 
were in a great measure concealed from the 
popular eye, at least after the King had attained 
his majority, under the decent cloak of loyalty. 
The very selfish instincts of the courtiers impelled 
them to array themselves under a banner on which 
a principle intelligible to the nation was inscribed, 
namely, the supremacy of the Crown. Labour- 
ing for themselves, they proclaimed themselves, 
and with truth, the defenders of the Throne and 
of order. They had thus, at once, a common 
interest and a public aim that knit them together 
and lent a sanction to their efforts. CTnion gave 
them strength, and their consistent support of 
legitimate authority, contrasting favourably in the 
public estimation with the profligate freaks of an 
unprincipled faction, drew to them in the end the 
sympathies of the nation. Cond^ and his friends 
not only fell through their own vices, after inflict- 
ing terrible calamities on the country, but in their 
fall incurred the inexpiable guilt of dragging down 
public freedom with them. They drowned liberty 
in sedition. The wisest and best men of their 
own order, the patriotic Magistrates who had con- 
tended so courageously against abuses of power, 
the factious demagogues themselves, dreading to 
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be torn to pieces by their own bandogs, saw no 
refuge from the woes of the realm except in un- 
conditional submission to the Royal authority. 
Prance, wasted by a civil war which exhausted the 
fountains of her life, delivered up her cities to 
the dominion of the rabble, and enabled Spain to 
pluck from her nerveless grasp the trophies of 
years of glory, painfully awoke to the conviction 
that anarchy is the most insupportable form of 
tyranny; that even the misrule of an irre- 
sponsible Government was preferable to the 
organised disorder of selfish faction. And thus 
it came to pass that, notwithstanding that the 
Fronde had marshalled under its banner all the 
patriotism, nearly aU the political and military 
genius, and the acknowledged representatives of 
the one power of the world which is more potent 
than genius, feminine beauty, in France; not- 
withstanding also the deep hatred of Cardinal 
Mazarin and the bitter sense of misgovemment 
that rankled in the heart of the nation, the star of 
the Great Minister again rose in the ascendant. 

The proud spirit of Cond6 could not brook 
obedience, and he quitted Paris with the remnant 
of his troops on the 14th of October, 1652, to 
join the Spanish army on the northern frontier. 
The Duke of Orleans hesitated with characteristic 
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indecision until the time for either reconciliationi 
or resistance had passed^ and was banished to^ 
Blois^ where he dragged out in obscurity the 
remainder of his resdess and unhonoured careen. 
La Bochefoucault and Beaufort submitted and 
made their peace with the Regent. The seditious 
outrages fomented by the Prince of Conti and the 
Duchess of Longueville at Bordeaux had pro- 
duced a bad effect throughout the whole province 
of Guyenne^ which the efforts of Lenet and the 
Count of Marsin^ with such feeble aid as the 
Princess of Oonde, tottering on the verge of the 
grave, could render, were insufficient to counter- 
act. On the arrival of a fleet and army com- 
manded by the Dukes of Yenddme and Candale, 
all the towns of the province made overtures of 
submission. Conti, with the baseness of a selfish 
and cowardly nature, secretly betrayed his brother,, 
and attached himself to Mazarin, from whom he- 
subsequently accepted a niece, Mdlle. Martinozzi, 
a dazzling beauty with marvellous golden tresses,, 
in marriage. This alliance of his brother, at 
whose entreaties he had taken up arms, with his 
low-bom enemy was the bitterest drop in Condi's 
cup of humiliation. Cardinal Mazarin caused the 
most generous terms to be offered to the Princess 
of Cond6, the niece of his great patron, if she^ 
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would consent to remain quietly in Prance. But, 
though not expected to survive the voyage, she 
insisted on embarking with her son, Lenet, and 
Marsin, to join her husband in Flanders, where 
her admirable devotion was repaid by the harshest 
cruelty and neglect. By a most extraordinary 
article of the capitulation of Bordeaux, two 
thousand five hundred of Marsin^s troops, all 
Frenchmen, and revolted soldiers of the army of 
Catalonia, were permitted to march with flying 
colours across the whole kingdom, and provided 
on the way, at the Royal charge, with quarters 
and provisions, to join Conde, an attainted rebel, 
in the Spanish camp. Madame de LongueviUe re- 
tired for a time to the country seat of her aunt, the 
Duchess of Montmorenci, a woman of saintly Uf e, 
whose exhortations and example wrought a mar- 
vellous and enduring change in the fallen Queen 
of the Fronde. Surviving the surrender of 
Bordeaux for more than twenty years, her fer- 
vent repentance and exemplary conduct won the 
admiration of all France, and nobly atoned for 
the errors of earlier years. 

A few days after Conde's departure, Louis XIV. 
entered Paris and held a Bed of Justice, in which 
the Prince and his partizans were again declared 
traitors, the celebrated Declaration of the 24th of 
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October^ 1648^ was annulled^ and the Parliament 
submissively registered the Royal Edict prohibiting^ 
the magistrates from ever again dehberating npon 
affairs of State. De Betz, the mighty demagogue, 
whose genius had solongrevelledin social confusion 
as in its own proper element, to whom the roar of 
civil discord had been rapture, who had ruled 
the storms of faction with a monarch's sway, was 
too dangerous a personage in the jealous eyes of 
newly established authority to be allowed to 
remain long unmolested in his Archbishopric. 
Notwithstanding the services he had rendered 
against Conde, and on which he reckoned to secure- 
for him impunity, he was, after a short respite, 
seized upon a charge of fomenting new disturb- 
ances, flung into the Donjon of^ Vincennes, and 
thence transferred to the distant Castle of Nantes. 
From this fortress he contrived, in 1654, to effect 
his escape, and wandered many years in poverty 
and exile. As some comet, to the superstitious 
eye of antiquity, shot athwart the heavens a 
mysterious herald of wrath, shaking calamities 
from its flaming locks, the portentous genius of 
De Retz had blazed in the poHtical firmament of 
Prance, brilliant, baleful, and evanescent. 

His last dangerous foe removed from the scene. 
Cardinal Mazarinretumed in triumph, and resumed 






201 



the exercise of an unlimited authority, which was 
never afterwards disputed. How eloquent as a 
symbol of his career was the device he then 
assumed, a rock lashed by raging billows, and 
underneath the words, ^^ Qtmm frustrUy et mur- 
mure quanta " Vain indeed had been the 
buffetings of the tempest. The Eoyal Authority, 
so rudely assailed, towered again in such majestic 
strength, struck its roots so deep and wide, bound 
them in such inseparable union with all the 
chords of the national life, that to uproot it 
required a convulsion which prostrated Christianity 
itself in common ruin, and utterly swept away 
institutions, customs, habits, modes of thought, 
even landmarks, which had formed an integral 
part of the nation^s growth, or had been incor- 
porated into its existence for nearly a thousand 
years. 
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CHAPTER V. 



The seven sncceeding years of Condi's life may 
be passed over briefly. They were spent in the 
councils and camps of Spain^ in parricidal efforts 
to pierce the heart of his native country with the 
Bword of a foreign enemy. In this part of his 
career one can admire nothing except the per- 
verted genius that appeared even more extra- 
ordinary when labouring at the Titan task of 
supporting a decrepid Monarchy, than it had 
appeared when dealing the lightning blows which 
made that Monarchy totter to its base. His 
energy and mihtary talent assumed proportions 
perfectly marvellous in contrast with the feeble^ 
though arrogant incapacity of the Spanish 
Generals. The retreat from Arras, the forcing 
of Turenne's lines at Valenciennes, the rehef of 
Cambray, accomplished by him almost in spite of 
his allies, rank among the most brilliant achieve- 
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meats of warfare. But his eflforts were barren, 
except of dubious glory to himself. Not even his 
fiery spirit could infuse life into Spanish lethargy, 
or thaw the cold obstruction of Spanish pride. 
The resources of Spaiu, although still fed by a 
perennial stream of treasure from the Indies, 
were sapped by misgovemment. The bones of 
the veteran battaUons which ^ad shielded her de- 
cline, whitened the plains of Rocroi and Lens. 
And the haughty arrogance, the natural growth 
of irresistible power, which had descended to her 
children with the heritage of great deeds and 
illustrious names, was not only ridiculous but 
fatal, flaunting over mere decay. It prevented 
the Monarchy profiting by the abilities of the 
most successful Captain of the age, and kept alive 
an exaggerated opinion of Spain's strength in 
other nations of Europe, where the ignorant and 
the prejudiced still trembled at the bugbear of 
Spanish power, the mere phantom of what had 
been a living menace to their forefathers. 

It was the policy of Cromwell, when he had sub- 
verted the Commonwealth, to distract the attention 
of the English nation from the unaccustomed evils 
of a military tryanny, and to find employment 
for the dangerous spirits of the army by foreign 
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expeditions ; and Us alliance was courted witH the 
most eager solicitude by France and Spain. A 
brilliant modem school of English historians^ 
turning away in the disgust of satiety from the 
familiar spectacle of equitable government and 
ordered freedom^ have borrowed from the darkest 
ages of paganism the practice of glorifying the 
lawless passions of humanity; until^ in the 
apotheosis of force^ fraud, cruelty, and selfish- 
ness, we almost see reviving amongst us, in a 
more intellectual form, heathen superstition in its 
most debasing phase — the worship of monsters. 
Enemies of the human race, whose memories have 
come down to us black with crimes, and laden 
with the curses of mankind, are — ^if they have 
been but successful — exalted as demi-gods ; 
while their victims, the martyrs of right and 
justice, are covered with calumny and insult. It 
is only by the demoralising influence of such 
teaching that the modem idolatry which bums 
incense to Cromwell can be explained. His career 
was the triumph of brate force and cunning, 
stimulated by fanaticism — a fanaticism which 
acted in complete subordination to his personal 
ambition, and in complete harmony with the 
habitual hypocrisy and dissimulation, and the un- 
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scrupulous policy whicli concealed and accom- 
plished his designs. That he merits the praise of 
being affectionate in his domestic relations may- 
be freely admitted, for, after all, he was human ;. 
and that he was a very extraordinary man is 
attested by his astonishing career. But hi& 
ambition was sordid and ruthless, and his genius 
was of the lowest order — ^the genius of destruction. 
His attempts at constructing proved egregious,, 
and even ridiculous, failures during his own life- 
time. The master-spirits of the world, to whom 
he has been sometimes compared, redeemed the 
evils of their rule, and perpetuated their names 
by great and enduring structures, which command 
the admiration or gratitude of posterity. The 
Roman Empire, which survived in all its changes 
for more than eighteen hundred years, was the 
legacy of Julius Caasar. The Civil Code, the 
marvellous organisation, and some of the most 
magnificent public works of modem France, form 
a fitting monument to the genius of Napoleon. 
Cromwell left behind him only ruins — ^the ruins o£ 
an ancient Monarchy and of a new RepubKc ; and 
his name lives in association with desolate fanes 
and shattered castles, and burning memories of 
cruelty and wrong. Nor since the death of Attila 
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has Europe been aflSicted with the scoorge of a 
destroyer so terrible and remorseless. 

There never was a Ooyemment in England so 
tyrannical or so hateful to the nation as the Protec- 
torate. It was a military despotism^ in comparison 
with which the tyranny of Charles I. was a nuld 
and hmnanising yoke. The country was portioned 
out into eleven districts^ each under the command 
of a major-general, who, at will, imprisoned the 
persons and confiscated the estates of individuals, 
obnoxious on account of their principles or their 
wealth, under the sole authority of the Lord Protec- 
tor. All but a small minority of the inhabitants 
qualified to exercise the franchise were deprived of 
political rights. Trial by jury in political causes 
was practically abolished by the instituting of a 
High Court of Justice, and the mandates of the 
Council of State. Laws were enacted, enormous 
annual contributions were imposed, the entire 
administration was absolutely directed by a smaU 
knot of successful adventurers, who registered 
ih.e decrees of an irresponsible master at White- 
hall. Three kingdoms were governed by the 
sword, and steeped in miseries, not that some 
salutary public object might be achieved, but 
because an ambitious soldier desired to erect for 
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himself the throne he had overturned, on the 
ruins of the EepubKc he had betrayed. 

Several times during his rule Cromwell sought 
to veil his despotism under the forms of a free 
Government by calling a Parliament. But, not- 
withstanding the iron grasp of his Major-Generals 
on the skeleton constituencies, and the forcible 
exclusion of all independent representatives from 
the Palace of Westminster on the high constitu- 
tional grounds that, in the cant of the Saints, 
they were tainted with mahgnancy, or delin- 
quency, or immorality, he was never able to coUect 
together a body of Englishmen sufficiently base to 
become pHant tools of his ambition. Each Par- 
liament, after a short trial, was publicly reviled by 
him, and thenignominiously cashiered for imputed 
backsHdings from virtue. He attached to himself 
the fanatical soldiers who upheld his usurpation by 
arts analogous to those with which Mohammed or 
Mahomet had duped his Arabian followers . Joining 
frequently in their pious exercises, his preachings 
and his prayers, conceived in a turgid vein of 
semi-delirious mysticism — a grotesque travesty of 
the sublime imagery and the shadowy grandeur of 
tibe sacred writings— and poured forth in a simu- 
lated fervour of inspiration^ cheated their diseased 
fancies into the belief that he was filled with the 
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Divine Spirit^ tliat lie was the chosen instnunent 
of the Most High to establish the reign of Christ 
upon earth. Not that his pretensions to super- 
natural enlightenment were altogether charla- 
tanism. Like the Prophet of Islam^ he was to 
some extent a genuine enthusiast ; but his en- 
thusiasm was deeply tinctured with craft, and was 
used to sustain conscious imposture. All his 
artifices, however, failed to induce the devout 
warriors, who had made and could at any moment 
unmake him, and who, even in their most blas- 
phemous hallucinations, were sincere, to connive 
at a national sin, by sanctioning his assumption of 
the Crown, the prize which so long dazzled and 
mocked his aspirations. In the end, his hypocrisy 
— although profound and continually fortified by 
profane appeals to Heaven — ^became too worn 
from incessant use to mask even from pious 
credulity the personal character of his aims. 
Detested by the whole nation, by the half that he 
had deceived, as well as by the half that he had 
vanquished; destitute of the means of paying the 
army that held it in subjection ; broken in mind 
and body, by sickness, domestic calamity, and 
perpetual terrors of assassination, but to the last 
the dupe of religious delusion, the blaze of military 
and naval triumph that closed his domination. 
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gilded miserable failure. And probably the 3rJ 
of September deserved the title of his fortmiata 
day more for rescuing him by a peaceful death 
from a tragic, if not shameful fall, from an un- 
tenable position, than because of his victories at 
Worcester and Dunbar. 

The panegyrists of CromweU rest his claims to 
admiration as a ruler chiefly on the grandeur and 
success of his foreign policy. The able and 
vigorous statesmen of the Long Parliament, by 
the fleets and armies they created, and the haughty 
attitude they assumed towards foreign States, had 
raised the fame and power of England abroad to 
an unexampled height : and a large share of the 
glory and advantage of their measures was in- 
herited by the Protector. But his own foreign 
poKcy was selfish blundering. The slight which 
had been passed by Charles I. on the Spanish 
Infanta had caused a permanent estrangement 
between the Courts of Madrid and St. Jameses. 
The Spanish Gk)vernment had been the first to 
recognize the Commonwealth, and had maiutained 
cordial relations with it to the end. But Crom- 
well, being unable to obtain from a Parliament the 
grants of money he needed, and being afraid of 
increasing the clamours and resistance provoked 
by the arbitrary levying of contributions, looked 
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with a coyetoos eye on the rich colonies and the 
treasure ships of Spain. Also regarding the 
exiled C!harles Stuart as a personal rival, the 
claini which near relationship gave this Prince to 
assistance from the House of Bourbon led the 
Protector to desire a French alliance for his own 
security. In contempt of existing treaties, which 
not only good faith, but gpratitude and the interests 
of England should have guarded from violation, 
he despatched an expedition to attack the West 
India possessions and plunder the conmierce of 
Spain. The enterprise failed disgracefully. It 
called forth loud and almost unanimous disapproval 
at home, more particularly from the English 
merchants. Philip IV., although reluctant to 
enter upon a new conflict, to which his exhausted 
monarchy was unequal, protested with dignity 
against the Protector's perfidy and withdrew his 
Ambassador. 

While affairs were in this state, fabulous nar- 
ratives, which took shape for the greater part* 
in the heated braios of Calvinist Ministers at 
Geneva, of horrible cruelties practised by the 
Duke of Savoy upon the Vaudois, threw England 
into a ferment. The Vaudois, a Protestant people 
in the valleys of Piedmont, who enjoyed the 
free exercise of their religion under a Catholic 
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Sovereign, having risen in rebellion without just 
cause^ were defeated in a struggle disgraced by 
barbarities on both sides, and expelled from 
their territory. At a time when a ^^ Popish Mas- 
sacre '^ was the term applied to the legitimate 
attempt of Catholics to vindicate their civil and 
religious rights by arms, stories of unprovoked 
outrage upon their foreign brethren were sure to 
meet with greedy acceptance among the Puritans. 
The small dominant sect of enthusiasts who had 
endeavoured to exterminate the Irish Catholics, 
and who proscribed the worship of the majority 
of English Protestants, were especially vehement 
in indignant denunciation of an imaginary re- 
ligious persecution. Cromwell joyfully seized the 
opportimity of appearing before Europe in the 
august character of champion of the reformed 
faith. The Vaudois, though reported to be 
perishing from cold and hunger amidst the 
snows of the Alps, unhesitatingly declined his 
offer of a settlement on confiscated lands in 
Ireland. But he sent Morland, as ambassador, 
to Turin, to mediate in their favour, and he de- 
manded the co-operation of the Kiug of France. 
Cardinal Mazarin, however, foreseeing that the dis- 
turbances in Piedmont would obstruct the treaty 
of alliance with England, which he ardently de« 
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sired^ had lost no time in exercising the pressure 
of a powerful neighbour and ally upon the Duke 
of Savoy. Morland^ on arriving at Geneva, found 
reason to distrust the statements of the Swiss 
Protestants, and his mediation was civilly declined 
by the Court of Turin. But Mazarin was able to 
inform the Protector that an amnesty had been 
granted to the insurgents through the friendly 
offices of Louis XTV., and that peace and good 
fellowship again reigned in the Alpine valleys. 

This happy termination of the quarrel greatly 
raised the reputation of Cromwell, as it was 
evidently solicitude for his friendship that had 
dictated the intervention of the French Govern- 
ment; and it gained for France a potent ally 
against the Spaniards. Six thousand EngUsh 
troops were sent to join the army of Marshal 
Turenne. The Governor of the Spanish Nether- 
lands at that time was Don John of Austria, son 
of Philip rV. and a Madrid actress, a young man 
full of presumption, and guided by an incapable 
Mentor, the Marquis of Caracena. The combined 
forces of France and England laid siege to Dun- 
kirk, which was only defended by a garrison of 
one thousand men, destitute of supphes. Don 
John advanced hastily from Brussels with about 
fourteen thousand men, to relieve the place, leav- 



213 



ing all his artillery behind. Turenne, issuing 
from his lines, found the Spaniards in a position . 
in which their cavalry, nearly one-half of their 
entire strength, was practically useless, while their 
right wing rested on an open roadstead ; and a 
great battle, known as the Battle of the Downs, 
was fought. Through the errors of the Spanish 
Generals, the military skill of Turenne, the valour 
of the English regiments, and the opportune 
arrival of some English frigates, which, in the 
heat of the conflict, opened fire on the exposed 
flank of the Spaniards, the Allies won a complete 
victory. Conde^s advice had been contemptuously 
rejected in the Spanish Council of War, his pro- 
phetic warnings had been received with scornful 
incredulity. It was only his brilliant charges at 
the head of the small body of French Cavahy 
which followed his fortunes, that for a time kept 
the day doubtful, and saved the beaten army from 
annihilation. ^'My cousin,^' the King of Spain 
wrote to him, with courteous exaggeration, ''I 
hear that everything was lost and that you re- 
trieved everything.^^ 

The fruits to Prance of the victory of the 
Downs were the advantageous peace of the 
Pyrenees, which prepared the way for the estab- 
lishment of the House of Bourbon on the Spanish 
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throne; and her military preponderance under 
Loxds XIY. The fmits to England were the costty 
acquisition of Dunkirk^ afterwards sold by Charles 
II. ; and the expenditure of oceans of blood and 
millions of treasure in a long series of efforts to 
destroy that military preponderance whicb was 
partly her own work; efforts, marked by the 
signal defeats of Steinkirk and Landen, of 
Almanza and Villa Viciosa, as well as by the 
splendid triumphs of Blenlieim, RamilKes, and 
Oudenarde, and of which her national debt is a 
perpetual memorial. Cromwell's short-sighted 
foreign policy did not even promote the selfish 
ends he had proposed to himself. His dynastic 
schemes perished with him. His armaments 
drained his treasury and loaded iiim with debts ; 
and the London merchants were so irritated by 
the losses occasioned to their trade by the rupture 
with Spain, that they refused to relieve the des- 
perate financial difficulties which clouded with 
anxiety the last months of his life. 

It must be confessed that if Spanish presump- 
tion aud immobility had cramped Condi's opera- 
tions in war, Spanish honour and fidelity nobly 
guarded his interests in the negotiations for peace. 
His restoration to all his estates, dignities, and 
employments, was strenuously insisted on by Don 
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Louis de Haro, the Prime Minister of Spain, and 
as obstinately resisted by Cardinal Mazarin in 
their long conferences on the Island of Pheasants, 
in the Bidassoa. The Prince generously offered 
to forego his claims in order to promote the 
pacification of Europe. But Don Louis refused 
to purchase a treaty on which the very existence 
of his exhausted country seemed to depend, by 
the sacrifice of a brave ally. He threatened that 
his master would endow the French Prince with 
an independent territory on the borders of Prance. 
To avoid this danger, and in consideration of the 
cession of Avesnes and its dependencies, Mazarin 
consented to reinstate Cond6 and his followers, 
with the exception of the Count of Marsin, in the 
advantageous positions they had forfeited by 
rebellion. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



On his return to France at the end of the year 
1659 Cond6, after a brief visit to the Court, with- 
drew to Chantilly, where he passed in abnost 
complete retirement the greater part of the eight 
following years. The jealous ascendency of 
Cardinal Mazarin, and after that Minister's death, 
in the year 1661, the lingering distrust of the 
young King, condemned the Prince to a state of 
inaction, which became torture to his fiery spirit, 
when the kingdom again resounded with joyous 
peals for the triumphs of its arms in Flanders. 
But he bore his lot without a murmur. Adversity 
had made him wise. He had too long tasted exile 
and dependence, the bitter fruits of faction, to 
dream of cultivating that ungrateful soil agaru. 
Even had he wished to do so, it was no longer 
possible. The times of political confusion were 
^one by.. France was no longer the France of 
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liis turbulent youth. She had passed from the 
throes of a great change into another phase of 
her life ; a development excelling in grandeur and 
symmetry, but not vivified by the breath, nor en- 
nobled by the dignity of freedom. Long before 
Louis, won by Condfe^s great qualities, and 
evident anxiety to atone for the past, called him 
forth again into active employment, the slow 
revolution which had been initiated by Louis XI., 
and had received such a mighty impulse from 
Richelieu, was consummated. The Fronde had 
flooded the land with a deluge of faction, and 
when the troubled waters subsided, the jurisdiction 
of the nobles, the political privileges of the Par- 
liaments, provincial and municipal liberties, the 
wrecks that had remained of the venerable system 
t)f mediaDval polity, all but the mere framework 
of feudal society, had disappeared for ever, absorbed 
in the growth of the most brilliant, despotic, and 
powerfully organized monarchy that had as yet 
been seen in modem Europe. 

It may be doubted whether history presents to 
us many subjects of deeper interest, whether it 
be viewed in relation to its own greatness and 
splendour, which marked an epoch in civiHzation, 
or in relation to its permanent effects upon the 
political and social condition of France, than the 
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old rrencli Monarchy, in the reign of Lonis XTV. 
During the first twenty years of Lonis' personal 
rule that Monarchy reached its cnlminating point. 
In its magnificence and its vigour^ bright with 
all glory and with every charm, it was at once the 
znaryel and the terror of the age. Power ahnost 
colossal, profound policy, the triumphs of war and 
of peace, the solemn pomp of religion, the inspira- 
tion of poetry and art, the sublime conquests of 
science, the flashing beams of wit, the lofty 
graces of chiyalrous nobility, the* bewitching 
graces of lovely, refined, and intellectual women, 
invested it with a grandeur and a beauty which 
still dazzle through the deepening twilight of two 
hundred years. The position of Louis XIY. was 
the most intoxicating that the imagination can 
well conceive. Of Prance, which, welded into in- 
dissoluble union by the deep State-craft of 
Bichelieu and Mazarin, fostered and developed 
during years of peace by the wisdom of Colbert, 
elated with recent military successes, and filled 
with a warlike population, organised by Louvois, 
and led by Turenne, had attained a state of com- 
pact strength, prosperity, and martial ardour that 
menaced the independence of Europe, he was 
absolute master. No man — no body of men — in 
the kingdom ventured to dispute his will. Ln- 
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plicit submission had come to be regarded in 
Prance as tbe highest political virtue. His CourtI 
was the most brilliant and polished that modem] 
Europe has seen. It was a great focus of the 
human intellect^ of the attributes and the arts that 
glorify and embellish life. No other age, perhaps, 
has seen, revolving around one centre, so splendid 
and various a system of genius as that which en- 
circled with undying lustre the throne of the 
Great King. Colbert and Louvois, Cond^ and 
Turenne, Eacine andMoliere, Pascal and Sevign6, 
Descartes and Buffon, Mansard and Perrault, 
Bossuet and Bourdalou shed on his royalty the 
light of the mind in rich prismatic rays, adorned 
it with the noblest trophies. At Versailles or at 
Fontainebleau, he breathed an atmosphere of 
flattery almost idolatrous; the flattery of men 
whose praise was immortality, the* flattery of 
women, which meant all that youth, beauty, and 
the sparkling graces of refined intellect could 
proffer to passion. A consummate statesman, 
unlocking throughout his kingdom new springs 
of industry and enterprise, flooded it with a 
golden tide of prosperity. Consummate warriors 
made his arms the terror of Europe. To his 
toiling energies, peace and war alike presented the 
enchanted cup of glory. To his voluptuous 
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leisure ministered the arts of a refined Inxuiy^ 
not less seductiye tlian the gorgeons dreams of 
young ambition^ and beauty more eloquent than 
the almost inspired eloquence of Massillon. 

The dictatorial spirit that belonged to his 
Government at home^ Louis carried into his rela- 
tions with foreign States less powerful than 
France. England^ bound hand and foot by his 
policy, connived at, or openly aided his aggres- 
sions. Not only Charles II., ever spendthrift and 
needy, and Charles's Ministers, but the chiefs of 
the English opposition — the patriots, as they 
styled themselves — ^were his pensioners. The 
bribes eagerly clutched by members of the Cabal 
were not disdained by the austere virtue of Alger- 
non Sydney. The States-General of the United 
Netherlands, having given mortal offence to the 
French Monarch by a Republican independence 
of bearing, which to him seemed insolent pre- 
sumption, the Dutch Commonwealth contested 
the dominion of the seas in a memorable struggle 
against the combined navies of France and Eng- 
land, while French armies overran its provinces, 
and brought it to the brink of ruin. 

Spain, though shorn of her former power 
and prestige, still clung to her lofty pretensions 
with a desperate tenacity. Her ambassadors still 
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claimed precedence over those of the other lead- 
ing powers. Lonis, however, far from acknow- 
ledging a superior, would not brook an equal. 
The consequence was that the rivalry between 
the Count D'Bstrades, his representative at the 
English Court, and the Spanish representative, 
Vatteville, caused a dangerous tumult in London, 
in which the horses under D^Bstrades' coach were 
killed, and his son and several attendants were 
wounded. This insult deeply incensed the French 
King. He sent passports to the Spanish Ambas- 
sador in Paris; and his menaces were enforced by 
such f ormidabk milil^ preparations that Spain 
shrank from the conflict. Philip lY. made a 
formal apology, and issued new instructions to 
his ambassadors, which practically acknowledged 
the pre-eminence of the French Crown. 

Still more signal was the humiliation of the 
Pope. The Duke of Crequi, French Minister at 
Rome, having quarrelled with the brother of His 
Holiness, the insolence of Crequi's domestics 
provoked a collision with the Corsican Guards, in 
which some Frenchmen were killed. The Pontiff 
at once commanded ample reparation to be made, 
more even than strict justice seemed to require. 
Some of the soldiers concerned in the riot were 
hanged, and the Governor of Borne was dis- 
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miflsed for negligence. But Lonis rejected this 
atonement with scorn. In order to avert the 
swift vengeance of the eldest son of the Church, 
the Pope had to disband his guards^ to exile his 
brother^ to send his nephew^ Cardinal Chigi^ to ask 
forgiveness at Paris^ and to erects within view of 
the Vatican, a monument recording the abase- 
ment of the Vice-G^rent of Heaven before the 
arrogant majesty of the most Christian E[ing. 

It was, however, into the haughty spirit of the 
ancient Bepublic of Grenoa that the iron of Louis' 
arbitrary domination entered deepest. Genoa was 
no longer the powerful State whose merchant- 
men, freighted with the products of the East, 
covered the Mediterranean, whose martial prowess 
had alternately shaken and sustained the Greek 
Empire, and been a bulwark of Christendom 
against the Moslem power. The discovery of the 
Cape of Good Hope, by diverting Eastern com- 
merce into a new channel, had cut off the springs 
of Genoa's greatness. But still, guarded by the 
waves that had fed her prosperity and borne the 
tributes of every clime to her feet, the Queen of 
the Mediterranean preserved the freedom and the- 
generous spirit of more fortunate days. An 
honourable alliance had existed since the days of 
Andrew Doria between Genoa and Spain; and 
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when the aggressions of Lonis provoked fresh 
hostilities between Spain and France^ after the 
peace of Nimeguen^ the Genoese equipped a fleet 
to support their old ally. The French Monarchy 
amazed at the audacity of a petty State in thus 
braying his power, sent the Genoese orders, in the 
imperious tone of a master, to disarm. The proud 
Republicans answered by a defiance. With a 
promptitude unexampled in that age, an irresis- 
tible naval force, under the command of the cele- 
brated Duquesne, appeared before Genoa. Thir- 
teen thousand bombs flung into the beautiful city 
reduced it to ruin and submission. By a funda- 
mental law of the Republic, the Doge could not 
leave its territory without forfeiting his dignity. 
But even this antique constitution, linked to so 
many glorious memories, had to do homage to the 
pride of Louis. The chief magistrate Lescaii, 
attended by four of the principal citizens, appeared 
as a suppliant for pardon in the presence-chamber 
of Versailles. When, afterwards, all the marvels 
of that prodigy of wasteful folly, where amidst 
scenes created at a fabulous cost to perpetuate 
the glories of the monarchy, ambassadors from 
the most remote regions of Afirica and Asia 
mingled in the crowd of European celebrities, 
were pointed out to the Dodge with compla- 
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cent Taniiy^ and he was asked what of all 
he saw most excited his astonishment, '' The 
most astonishing. thing to me/' he answered, ''is 
to see myself here/' On his return to Genoa, the* 
Senate, suspending the operation of the laws in 
compliance with the hard conditions imposed upon, 
them, retained Lescari in an office which thus 
became the badge of his own dishonour and the 
servitude of his country. 

Although the political position of France in the 
reign of Louis XTV. was so commanding, the 
ascendency she acquired at the same period in 
the domain of thought was not only loftier and 
more legitimate, but was far more extensive and 
permanent. The graceful labours of French 
genius in every department of literature, science, 
and art, and the extraordinary capabilities of the 
French mind and the French language for 
appropriating and diffusing ideas, gave her the 
foremost place among civilized nations. Paris 
became the centre of modem civilization — ^the 
capital of Europe. In all that related to letters, 
to taste, to manners, the French canons were 
the laws of the Continent. The French tongue 
was the language of literature, of diplomacy,^ 
and of polished life. The tragedies of Bacine,. 
the comedies of Moliere, the Provincial Letters,. 
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were soon as familiar to the polite circles of 
Berlin or Vienna as to those of Paris. And long 
after Lords' reign had closed in gloom, and all 
bnt the memory of its glory had passed away; 
when a Pompadour ruled the councils and a 
Soubise led the armies of France, and her power 
had become a scoff, the unquestioned supremacy 
of French genius avenged the humihation of 
French arms/ and the mighty spell which its 
magic flung upon Europe, binding victorious foes 
in intellectual bondage, was more potent than 
ever. 

The transition which carried France from the 
weakness and disunion of the period of the Fronde 
to the predominance she assumed fifteen years 
later, seems, at the first view, one of the most 
rapid and startling in history. But the splendid 
despotism of Louis XTV. was merely the natural 
result of general causes which had long been in 
operation; though doubtless that result was 
stamped with a peculiar character, by the action 
of individual minds. The ancient feudal power 
of the nobility had been undermined in the pro- 
gress of society, laid in ruins by the blows of 
Bichelieu, swept away in the unsuccessful revolt 
of the Fronde. The Tiers Etat vanquished in the 
noble struggle which the Parliament of Paris 
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Tnaintained for their protection ; moreoyer^ sick of 
civil wars^ in which turbulent princes and noblea 
used the popular grievaaces as masks for their 
own selfish schemes^ desired only repose under a 
strong Govemment. The consequence was that 
the royal authority grew into a '' despotism 
tempered by epigrams/' 

Mazarin^ thoroughly understanding the crisis^ 
assisted its development with rare and imscrupu- 
lous skill. On his return to France, after Cond& 
was expelled, the Cardinal once more grasped the 
entire direction of the State. The King, although 
legally of age, was still a boy. The Queen- 
mother continued to the end completely devoted 
to her favourite. Allopposition to his rule within 
the kingdom was crushed out, and, during an abso- 
lute administration that terminated only with hia 
life, he employed all the resources of his deep 
policy to refine, to humanize, and to corrupt 
society. He founded the opera at Paris, collected 
an unrivalled library, and was a judicious patron of 
learning, and of all the fine arts. By his example 
and influence he promoted sumptuous habits, 
gorgeous pageants, and all luxurious and elegant 
amusements. To supply a safe channel for the 
feverish energies of the nobles, no longer per- 
mitted to expend themselves in political struggles. 



227 

he encouraged gamblings and even cheating at 
cards^ provided it was clever. The passion for 
high play seized npon all^ with its usual terrible 
fascination^ and the vicissitudes of the gaming- 
table opened a wide door for corruption. The 
needy noble who had staked and lost his last 
crown-piece or his patrimonial chateau at hazard^ 
or the mined magistrate^ was but too happy 
to find a resource in the bounty of the Minister. 
It was difficult to recognise, in the courtly flatterers 
who crowded Mazarines ante-chambers, the furious 
patriots of other days, whose zeal had never wearied 
in reviling him as a pubKc enemy. A spirit of ' 
luxury, of ostentation, of venality, seen in its best 
and worst aspects in the career of the generous 
and ill-fated Fouquet, soon began to infect the 
whole kingdom ; softening down the ferocious 
habits contracted during a troubled period, but 
gradually destroying the lofty spirit of indepen- 
dence, which, in nobles and magistrates, had been 
the nurse of masculine virtues. 

But perhaps the individual whose personal 
influence contributed most powerfully to pro- 
duce such a marvellous change in the condition 
of France was the young King himself. K there 
had been few Princes who during their life-time 
so habitually breathed an atmosphere of flattery 
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as Louis the Greats there are few whose memoriear 
have been exposed to harsher criticism or more 
unjust depreciation. In the natural reaction of 
opinion the writers of Modem France seek to 
degrade fix>m his pedestal one whom they detest as 
the impersonation of that arbitrary system, the 
abuses of which plunged their country into the 
catastrophe of 1793. Brilliant English writers 
of the Whig school have as eagerly disparaged 
the magnificent potentate whose greatness dwarfed 
the greatness of their idol, William of Orange^ 
Both deal unfairly with the character of a very 
extraordinary man. 

The reign of Louis, which began almost with 
his life, was, as has been shown, cradled in civil 
dissensions. While the Princes of the Blood and 
the great nobles desolated his kingdom in order 
to despoil his crown, the unscrupulous greed of 
the Minister, whose puppet he was, left him some- 
times in want of the necessaries of life. Mazarines, 
lust of power inflicted on his young sovereign 
injuries far worse than the poverty occasioned by 
his avarice. Louis was taught to ride, to dance, 
to take part in pageants, to excel in manly sports 
and graceful accomplishments. But in the- 
scheme of the young Ejuag's education, which the 
Cardinal jealously superintended, history, poHtics, 
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every study that tended to develope his mind, 
awaken his ambition^ or teach hiTn to govern, was 
carefully interdicted. Nor was this all. There are 
strong grounds for at least grave suspicion, there 
is the direct testimony on the point of the faithful 
La Porte, that the Cardinal resorted to means 
of weakening the intellect of his sovereign 
more odious than the exclusion of invigora- 
ting knowledge, or the influence of trivial pur- 
suits. But the natural abilities of Louis were 
of the first order ; and he had inherited from his 
mother a strength of character even greater than 
his abilities. Mazarin, towards the close of his 
career, when he felt himseK withering in the^icy 
clasp of the only enemy whom his wiles could not 
foil, laboured earnestly to repair the injury which 
his guilty ambition had caused. He then dis- 
covered, to use his own words, that Louis had in 
him the materials of " four good Kings and one 
honest man.^' He strove unremittingly by his 
counsels, by opening to his royal pupil the stores of 
his vast experience, the hived- up State-craft of 
an unrivalled politician, to teach Louis the science 
of governing despotically. Still Mazarin never 
relaxed his hold of the reins of power for a 
moment. To the last hour of his life he monopo- 
lised the administration. Louis did not venture 
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to grant the slightest &yonr without asking his 
Minister's permission. The Cardinal, remaining^ 
seated and covered, received his sovereign every 
morning in his cabinet, and chid Louis, after he 
had attained man's estate and had married, with 
as much freedom as though he were still a chil J. 
The young King, fettered by long habit, and still 
more by gratitude for the immense services 
Mazarin had rendered the French Crown, stu- 
diously concealed the burning impatience to 
role that consumed him. Engrossed apparently 
by the pleasures that crown youth and greatness 
as with a magic garland, he expected in silence 
the death of his great Minister. 

Mazarin died in the year 1661, at the age of 
fifty-nine, the richest subject in Europe. Although 
he had permitted the public revenues to be mis- 
managed, and dissipated in luxury and corruption 
by the Controller Gleneral Fouquet, he confided 
the care of his own fortune to a young and 
obscure man, in whom his penetration had dis- 
covered extraordinary genius for finance. At the 
close of his life he presented this able servant to 
Louis, saying, *' Sir, I owe your Majesty every- 
thing, but I believe I can repay you by giving 
you Monsieur Colbert.'' Li order to screen his vast 
riches from inquiry after his death, and perhaps to 
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appease tlie cries of his conscience^ the Cardinal 
when he saw his end approaching^ conveyed all his 
possessions by deed to the King. Lonis retained 
them for a day^ and then gave them back to the 
dying Minister as a free gift. The amiable side 
of Mazarines character was in nothing more 
visible than in the strength of his family affections. 
He had charged himself after he became Prime 
Minister with the education and fortunes of his 
six charming and accomplished nieces^ the eldest 
three of whom had been favourite targets for 
the wit and scurriUty of the Fronde^ and all of 
whom afterwards played distinguished parts on 
the stage of Hfe. By the marriages of Laura 
Mancini and her beautiful cousin^ the Countess 
Martinozzi^ with the Duke of Mercoeur and the 
Prince of Conti^ he had allied his obscure race 
with the House of Bourbon. Olympia Mandni^ 
the object of the boyish passion of the young 
King^ married the Count of Soissons^ son of 
Prince Thomas of Savoy, became mother of the , 
famous Prince Eugene, and, later on, inspired 
horror and fear in every Court of Europe by her 
crimes. Between Louis and Marie Mancini, the 
next sister, there sprang up a mutual attachment 
of the most ardent kind. It required all the 
anthority and influence of Anne of Austria to 
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prevail on the King to conquer his inclination to 
make the fair Italian Queen of France. The 
Cardinal removed her from Oourt^ and gave her 
in marriage to the Constable Colonna^ the chief 
of the family that had fostered his own early 
fortunes. The hand of Hortense^ the most 
beautiful of the sisters Mancini^ was sought in 
vain by Charles II. of England^ during his exile^ 
and rejected by him after the Bestoration. The 
Cardinal then selected the son of his old friend^ 
Marshal la Meillerai^ for her husband^ and made 
them the inheritors of his name, his honours, and 
the bulk of his enormous wealth. Hortense was 
the celebrated Duchess of Mazarin. 

It may not be out of place to notice the strange 
mystery of the Man of the Iron Mask, in con- 
nexion with the Cardinal^s death. Inmiediately 
after this event the unfortunate prisoner, whose 
story has so excited and baffled curiosity, was 
committed to close confinement in the Castle of 
Pignerol. He was afterwards transferred to the 
Bastille, and, although treated with even deferen- 
tial respect, his features were jealously shrouded 
from the eyes of his jailors by a vizor of black 
velvet, until the'grave swallowed up his secret in 
the year 1703. The theory respecting him which 
has the greatest show of probabihty is that which. 
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makes In'm the son of A n ne of Austria and 
Cardinal Mazarin. It has been confidently as- 
serted^ indeed^ that the Queen was secretly wedded 
to her favourite during the Regency. But the 
Cardinal^ although not a priest^ had been ad- 
mitted to ecclesiastical orders^ which precluded 
marriage ; and neither his antecedents nor those 
of his mistress placed them above the suspicion 
of an irregular attachment. The pride and the 
affections of Louis were alike interested to shield 
the reputation of his mother ; and the maxims of 
his Government would oppose no impediment to 
the perpetual seclusion of her unfortunate off- 
spring. 

When the death of his Minister was announced 
to him, the young Monarch, released from a cease- 
less struggle between his sense of intolerable 
restraint, and his repugnance to displace one to 
whom the French Crown owed so much, exclaimed,. 
" I do not know what I should have done, had he 
lived any longer .^^ The Court became rife ydth 
intrigues for the vacant post of Prime Minister. 
It seemed to many that Cond6, who of late had 
been rapidly growing in the Royal favour, had the 
best chance of success. But Louis had deter- 
mined, by the advice of Mazarin, to govern for 
himself. When de Harlai, President of the 
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Assembly of the Clergy^ inquired to whom he 
was to address himself on public business for the 
future, the Kihg replied^ '' To me/' The courtiers 
smiled^ and speculated among themselyes for how 
long their gay^ pleasure-loving sovereign would 
continue to waste his hours upon affairs of State. 
But the Boyal bird, whose bright plumage dazzled 
them, was, in truth, an eagle, and had already 
begun his flight towards the sun. They soon saw, 
with wonder, that the docile trifler, whose highest 
aim seemed to be to excel in the chase, to lead a 
galUard with matchless grace, or to storm the 
bower of some coy beauty, had shot up, with a 
growth as sudden as that of the gourd of the 
Prophet, into the strongest, ablest, and most 
laborious nder that had ever grasped the sceptre 
of the Capets. 

Of unusual personal beauty, a majestic mien, 
and a bearing that personified dignity and grace, 
his every look, tone, and gesture proclaiming the 
Monarch ; magnificent in his tastes, Uberal to pro- 
fusion, yet discriminating in his generosity, thirst- 
ing after fame with an unsatiable thirst, a despot 
by nature and by position, but making despotism 
attractive by noble qualities and gracious manners ; 
uniting to rapid penetration, cool judgment, and 
an iron will, a Uvely imagination which, ever 
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aspiring to reprodnoe in life its own ideal of a King" 
clothed with the glorious attributes of a deity^ lent 
to his aims and actions a striking and some- 
what theatrical^ grandeur^ Louis was exactly tho 
Prince to become the idol of the French people^ 
His subjects, weary alike of anarchy and of the 
long rale of Cardinal Mazarin, dazzled and awed 
by the majesty, the captivating grace, and tha 
brilliant promise of their young sovereign, hailed 
his assumption of the reins of Government with 
enthusiasm. Louis succeeded in converting this 
fervid feeling of loyalty into a deep and lasting- 
sentiment. His character was &r from perfect ;. 
but it was his rare good fortune that its vices as 
well as its virtues promoted the consolidation of 
his authority. His most conspicuous faults as an 
absolute ruler were, in the more prosperous period 
of his reign, an arrogant egotism ever urging 
him on to spoliation and warfare, and to pro- 
digious expenditure which ministered to his vanity 
but impoverished his kingdom ; and the open prac- 
tice of an unbridled licentiousness. He allowed 
the phantoms of &lse ambition to lure him from 
the wiser policy of developing the resources of 
his realm in peace into a career of aggression, in 
which he deluged Europe with blood and tears^ 
only in the end to make shipwreck of his own 



236 



greatness and of the welfare of his people. 
Bat this policy of aggrandisement presented 
almost irresistible attractions to the yonng mon- 
arch of a restless nation^ which had but jnst 
emerged from a state of turbulence^ surrounded 
as he was by military nobles impatient of inaction^ 
haying at command the greatest captains of the 
age, and having for neighbours and antagonists- 
small or decrepid states. In indulging his passion 
for war he at first only floated on the current of 
national feelings and did not transgress the 
maxims of prudent^ if unscrupulous^ Statecraft. 
In enterprises inspired mainly by the personal 
pride and ostentation of their ruler^ his subjects 
saw only a patriotic sohcitude for the honour of 
Prance. And so long as genius, seconded by 
fortune and wielding resources yet undiminished, 
continued to crown daring projects with splendid 
success, the nation, wrapped in a dream of glory,, 
abandoned its destinies, without a murmur, to a 
King, whom it ahnost worshipped as a God. 

Again, the Ucentiousness which, personified in 
a succession of mistresses, long ruled the Court 
of Louis with more than queenly pomp and sway, 
cradled as it was in the lap of refinement, clothed 
by the graces with every charm, breathing the 
incense of every muse, not only enthralled in con- 
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genial fetters a young, gay, and polished nobiKty, 
but even borrowed some attractions from virtue 
for those who remembered the coarse debauchery 
of the Regency of Anne of Austria. 

To counterbalance these vices, which, being 
characteristic of the French nation, aided the firm 
establishment of his authority, the kingly virtues 
and qualifications of Louis were manifold and 
conspicuous. His abilities as a statesman were 
first-rate. His application to the business of 
the State was laborious and unremitting ; his 
decisions were always . carefully weighed, and 
generally were dispassionate. He was gifted in a 
rare degree with the faculty of promptly recog- 
nising men of superior merit. These he diligently 
sought out and preferred in every department of 
his service, listened to their advice, and gave them 
his entire confidence and support. To genius 
Louis was a munificent and discriminating patron. 
Intellectual superiority of every kind won from 
him an instant and generous acknowledgment. 
Nor was his bounty in this respect limited by the 
confines of his own dominions. His device was 
the sun, and he wished the rays of his royal 
beneficence to penetrate throughout the world. 
He not only invited celebrated men from foreign 
countries to adorn the Academies of Inscriptions, 
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Painting andScolptore^ Arcliitectiire^and Sd^ices 
which he formed at PariB^ calling to the last- 
named Cassini from Italy^ Haygens from Holland^ 
^md Bomer from Denmark; bat he thonght it 
incumbent on him^ as far as possible^ to repair the 
injustice of fortune to struggling genius in every 
land. There was hardly a country in Europe^ no 
matter what its political relations with France^ in 
which some gifted intellect^ pining in penury and 
neglect^ did not find its labours encouraged or its 
decline cheered by a delicate munificence^ which 
did not offer a favour, but a tribute to the 
fiovereignty of the mind from the Great King. 
No monarch was ever more liberal of praise and of 
reward for service^ or more scrupulously slow to 
censure; ever displayed less of caprice or of dis- 
trust in his relations with the servants of the 
Crown, less of the royal vice of ingratitude, or 
more of greatness of mind in overlooking personal 
affronts and injuries. No monarch ever granted 
a favour with so much delicacy or such enchanting 
grace. And although, as he said himself, every 
benefit he conferred made one person ungrateful 
and many discontented, he never allowed disap- 
pointment to ruffle the flow of his beneficence. 
The repugnance which he felt to ioflict pain on an 
old minister or general was sometimes detrimental 
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to tlie public interests. He was just and magna- 
nimous in his personal relations^ a generous and 
indulgent master^ a warm and constant friend^ a 
placable enemy. 

Yet^ notwitlistanding the noble and amiable 
qualities that made Louis XIY the greatest^ and^ 
by nature, one of the best monarchs of Prance, 
there is perhaps no other reign, partly by reason 
of faults of character in the ruler, but far more by 
reason of the position he inherited, the scenes and 
traditions in which he had been educated, and the 
abject spirit of his time, so fertile in abuses of 
power, in harsh and arbitary suppression of the 
rights of individuals and of conmiunities, so 
fraught with ruin to the French Monarchy. Long 
before his power had begun visibly to wane, its 
external splendour concealed incurable decay, and 
almost incredible misery and meanness. The gift 
of Colbert, which the dying Mazarin had made to 
his sovereign, was one of the most precious a King 
could possess. The secret assistance of this able 
adviser having enabled Louis to detect the frauds 
by means of which the Superintendent of Finance, 
Fouquet, sought to hide his enormous peculations, 
he imprisoned the un&ithful Minister for lif e^ and 
appointed Colbert to conduct the internal ad- 
ministration of the kingdom. In a very few 
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years Louis^ following the wise councils of the 
^eat statesman^ had brought the finances to a 
flonrishing condition^ almost without example in 
France ; had fostered trade and agriculture into 
extraordinary activity, established the East India 
Company^Td pknt^ colonies to give an impulse 
and an outlet to commerce ; created a fleet which^ 
under a succession of famous Admirals, became a 
worthy rival of the navies of England and Holland ; 
improved the administration of justice and the 
police j enriched, embellished and humanised the 
kingdom, and especially the Capital, by works of 
tasteful magnificence and of utility, which still 
attest his claims to the admiration of mankind^ 
And by a liberal encouragement of all the arts of 
peace. 

But associated with Colbert was another Minister, 
not inferior in ability, though of opposite 
character and aims, to whom the business of 
foreign relations was entrusted. This was Louvois, 
the son of Mazarines old Secretary Le Tellier, and 
perhaps the greatest War Minister that ever lived ;. 
who, devoured by vanity, ambition, and jealousy, 
strove incessantly to lure his sovereign from the 
pursuit of pacific triumphs by dazzling his only 
too susceptible imagination with visions of the 
power and glory to be won in a career of foreign 
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conquest. After the death of Philip IV. of Spoin^ 
and of Anne of Austria^ Lonis^ listening to the 
flattering voice of his evil genius, in preference to 
the earnest remonstrances of Colbert and Turenne, 
claimed the Spanish Netherlands in right of his 
wife; and in 1667 invaded them at the head of a 
superb army of fifty thousand men. Turenne, as 
Marshal General, directed the operations. Town 
after town fell to the French arms, which advanced 
without a check, until, in the following year, the 
triple alliance of England, Holland, and Sweden, 
induced the French King to conclude a peace, 
which left him in possession of all his Flemish 
■acquisitions. This brief war, although it some- 
what crippled Colbert's beneficent policy, did not 
inflict any serious wound upon the prosperity of 
the kingdom. 

But when in 1772, Louis having made himself 
secure of the co-operation or neutrality of 
Charles II. of England, by the treaty of Dover, 
and the fasciaations of Louise de QuerouaUIes, 
attacked the Dutch with armaments on a scale so 
vast and complete as to terrify the other leading 
States of the Continent into a coalition against 
France, the strain of such a gigantic struggle as 
no modem European nation had hitherto sustained, 
reduced the monarchy to a state of exhaustion, 
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for whicli the immense glory and the additional 
territory acquired were but a poor eqmyalent. 
The wans that followed the peace of Nimegaeni 
maintained with ever increasing difficnlty and 
sacrifices^ and attended with diminishing results^ 
&tally aggravated the public distress. The skill 
of Colbert had been taxed to the utmost to find 
means to support the first prodigious efforts^ and 
the almost incredible waste of public treasure upon 
the gorgeous folly of Versailles^ where forty 
millions sterling are said to have been sunk in 
an unprofitable conflict with nature. After the 
early death of that Minister^ the finances f eU into 
a state of frightful confusion. The magnitude of 
the calamity which bef el France^ when the Parlia- 
ment of Paris failed to uphold the Declaration of 
the 24th of October^ 1648^ began to manifest 
itself in the most deplorable consequences^ when 
an imperious Monarchy in whose hands all the 
powers of the State were concentrated, could no 
longer sustain the tottering fabric of his pride 
and ambition, except by cruel injustice to his 
people. The excessive burthens and the constant 
drain of war gradually crushed all the life of in- 
dustry out of the miserable peasants, depopulated 
whole tracts of country, and stifled commercial 
enterprise. A multitude of useless offices were 
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every yeaa^ created, in order to be sold, and 
abolished in order to be sold again. Titles of 
nobility, whicli had been borne for nearly a 
century, were suddenly revoked, and conferred 
again for fresh payments. Crown lands that had 
been alienated to reward service, or for other 
valuable consideration, in former reigns, were re- 
sumed and conveyed to new purchasers. It has 
been observed by De Tooqueville that if one of 
the subjects of the Great King had practised 
some of the financial expedients openly resorted 
to by his Sovereign, he would inevitably have 
found himself arraigned at the bar of Criminal 
Justice. The old local liberties died out through- 
out three parts of the realm, and survived with 
only a shadowy existence in the pay% d^itcit. The 
roy£^l Intendants and their subordinates assumed 
or controlled the administration of the provinces 
and the communes, even to the most trifling par- 
ticul^s. The cities of France had hitherto 
enjoyed the privilege of electing their own magis- 
trates. Louis aboHshed this right of election, and 
exposed the municipal oflBices for sale. The nobles, 
stripped of all their ancient power, but mth all 
their ancient privileges confirmed and augmented, 
were drawn to Court, to glitter in gilded servi- 
tude, the favoured servants of an absolute master. 

M 2 
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But, notwithstanding their odions exemptions 
from public burthens, and their vexations feudal 
exactions, the revenues of the nobles gradually 
melted away in profusion and luxury, until, in 
course of time, the vast majority of them, vegeta- 
ting in privileged penury in their mouldering' 
chateaux, became objects o| contempt as well as 
of hatred to their nominal vassals. 

The same policy which destroyed local liberties 
and centred all authority in the Sovereign, had 
the unforeseen and unwelcome effect of collecting 
all the energy and intellect of the country at Paris, 
which grew in extent and population with amazing 
rapidity. Louis, by repeated enactments, vainly 
endeavoured to check a development which excited 
his jealousy and alarm ; his own despotism created 
the revolutionary power which so mercilessly 
avenged on his posterity the evils of his rule, and 
laid his Monarchy in ruins. 

This arbitrary system of personal Grovemment, 
so pernicious to the State, exercised a still more 
baneful influence on the Church. The provision 
in the Concordat concluded at Bologna in the year 
1516, which conferred on Francis I. and his suc- 
cessors the right of nominating to ecclesiastical 
benefices, had from the beginning been prolific of 
abuses detrimental to religion ; and the evil in- 
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creased with the gradnal extinction of public 
liberty. Many of the French Bishops of the time 
of Lotus XTV. showed a subserviency to the will 
of their Sovereign as complete as had been the sub- 
serviency of the English Bishops to Henry VTII. 
The question of the Gallican liberties, raised by 
Colbert, with the view of exaltiug the power of 
the Crown, meant in reality the servitude of the 
Gallican Church. Cond^, a keen if cynical ob- 
server, remarked at the time that if Louis were to 
turn Mohammedan, the majority of his prelates 
would follow his example. The Catholic Church 
had owed her downfall in England mainly to the 
incredible cowardice and baseness of the 
Episcopacy, with the one noble exception of 
Cardinal Fisher. It was perhaps well for her 
stability in France that the French Monarch was 
a sincere and unswerving believer in her creed. 
In both cases servility to the temporal power was 
joined to religious intolerance. The English 
Bishops had had the impudence to send to the 
flames for theological error men more honest and 
blameless than themselves. The French Bishops 
promoted with zeal their Sovereign's indefensible 
measures against the Huguenots. 

It was not, however, until long after the death 
of the Great King, until the ecclesiastical patron- 
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ftge of the realm passed through the hands of the 
Begent Orleans^ and Madame de Pompadom*^ and 
Madame Dubany^ that it became evident how 
fatally injurious to religion was the political 
system which attained to maturity under his 
reign. When the nation awoke from the long, 
death-like torpor which followed the ruinous war 
of the Succession, to listen eagerly to the teachings 
of the Philosophers, the Church found herseK ex* 
posed, through her close connexion with the State, 
to furious assaults, which the deadening influence 
of that connexion rendered her impotent to repel. 
Endowed with extensive possessions, which carried 
with them all the privileges of exemption from 
taxation, and of feudal service so odious and so 
onerous to the peasants ; exacting from these,, 
besides, the tenth part of their scanty in- 
comes ; her rich benefices filled with members of 
a privileged class, nominees of the Crown — 
the lives of some of whom cast greater ridicule 
on her doctrines than did all the malignant wit 
of the scoffers — the Church, instead of inspiring 
yeneration and confidence in the people, became 
the chief object of their hatred and suspicion, 
and presented a -vulnerable point to the atheis- 
tical shafts of Yoltaire and the Encyclopoedists.. 
Illustrious, both before and since, for some of the 
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brightest luminaries and most fearless cham- 
pions of the Christian f aith^ in the hour of her 
greatest perils intellect and zeal seemed dead 
within her. No great spiritual chief arose, di^ 
vinely-commissioned, from her faltering ranks to 
rekindle the fervour of religion, and scatter the 
terrible host of her enemies. Discredited and 
betrayed, she fell ingloriously; and Christiamty 
f eU with her, buried under a boiling flood of 
rancorous unbelief. That this catastrophe was 
attributable to the accidental circumstance that 
the clerical order formed a bulwark and a com- 
ponent part of a political system, demoralizing in 
itself, and hateful to the great majority of French- 
men, rather than to any general revolt of French 
intelligence from Catholic dogmas, seems clear. 
When the old Monarchy and all its institutions 
had been swept away for ever, the Church not 
only erected herself again, but, being disen- 
cumbered of the temporal distinctions which had 
clung to her from feudal society, and despoiled of 
the wealth which had led to the perverting of her 
august functions into a profane masquerade, re- 
established herself in the heart of the nation, and 
vindicated her claims to divine authority with an 
intellectual power, a fruitfulness of conviction. 
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and a noble independence wBich B&e had notr 
exhibited during the 18th centnry. 

To anyone who concddera impartially the con- 
dition of the vast majority of the French people- 
during the 18th centnry ; ground down by the 
King^ the nobles^ and the clergy ; cherishing^ in 
their wretchedness^ enyy and animosity towards 
the privileged orders; held in pupilage by func- 
tionaries of the Crown^ even to the most triviaT 
details of their civil life^ and of the exercise of 
their labour ; saturated with the ideas of theorists 
as deficient as themselves in practical knowledge 
of free institutions^ but who proclaimed with 
marvellous wit and eloquence that the Catholic 
Church was an imposture, and that the galling, 
inequalities of society were an outrage upon 
natural justice and the rights of man ; the frantic 
spirit of destruction and impiety, which amazed 
and horrified the world in 1798, becomes in- 
telligible. Writers, whose opinions deserve 
respect, heap somewhat undiscriminating censure^ 
on the so-called principles of 1789, and seem to 
regard the epoch itself as the fountain-head of all 
the political and social changes, of an irreligious 
character, which the revolutionary propagandism 
has introduced throughout Europe. Some of the 
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prmciples asserted by the National Assembly, 
as^ for instance, the equality of all citizens 
before the law, and the right of a nation to 
participate in the making of its laws, and in 
the imposing of its taxes, are founded in jus- 
tice ; and although then announced, amidst 
triumphant poeans, as a new revelation to man- 
kind, are as old as the most ancient, free, and 
well-governed communities of the world. Others 
tend to destroy the foundations of Christian society, 
and bear the stamp of the Godless intellects that 
gave them currency. But even these, no matter how 
widely scattered, would have borne comparatively 
little fruit, had they not found political and social 
conditions so eminently adapted to give them root 
and nourishment. The fact seems to be that the 
ancie7i rSffime, with its royal theory of divine right, 
borrowed from a narrow school of Protestant 
divines, and its pretensions to uphold religion and 
order, while undermining the authority of the 
Church, fostering class hatreds, and stifling the 
healthy life of political freedom, was more instru- 
mental in disseminating the anarchical and Pagan 
ideas which, spreading from Prance, have infected 
the whole political and social life of Europe than 
all the Philosophers, Economists, and Apostles of 
Bevolution put together. 
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In tmih^ the reverses that Christianity has 
suffered in Catholic countries^ in recent times, 
must be chiefly ascribed to the lethargy that crept 
oyer the Catholic Church in her long connection 
•with vicious forms of government. While she 
slept^ the strongholds of opinion were surprised, 
and its weapons were wrested from her hands by 
the active zeal of her enemies. She awoke to the 
crash of systems and dynasties toppling into ruin, 
to find that the intelligence and the patriotism of 
nearly every CathoUc land had become citadels. 
of infidelity^ and that the direction of modem 
thought had^ in a great measure^ escaped from her 
control. It was in those countries where firee 
institutions^ no matter how apparently hostile 
to it^ flourished^ that the Catholic principle 
continued vigorous and unconquerable. And 
it seems clear^ that it is by recurring to her 
own ancient policy^ which modem scepticism 
has so skilfully made its own ; it is by means 
of independent efforts^ in the domains of thought, 
to enlighten and guide the popular mind^ by 
making her legitimate influence felt in poHtical 
life through the sovereignty of the people — ^the 
only expression of divine right in temporal 
government which her theologians have ever 
accepted — ^that^ humanly speakings the Catholic 
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Churcli can recover the ground she has lost^ and 
prevail in her present straggle of life and death 
against by far the most formidable alliance of 
intellect without faith, with power without con- 
science^ she has been called upon to confront 
since the death of Julian the Apostate. 

The piety that distinguished the latter half of 
Louis XIV/s life was sincere and fervent ; but, 
being impressed with the despotic character of 
the Monarch, it waa perhaps more hurtful to his 
kingdom than the ostentatious profligacy of his 
youth had been. Not that his intolerance was 
exceptionally harsh. It certainly was not so 
ruthless as much of the Protestant intolerance of 
the time. The dragonnades which called forth 
loud cries of indignation from persecuting 
champions of religious liberty in neighbouring 
nations, were retahation for an outbreak^ stained 
-with revolting cruelties. But, in banishing from 
his impoverished and depopulated kingdom a 
multitude of industrious citizens, gallant soldiers, 
and skilful officers, to augment the prosperity, 
and inflame with a deadlier rancour the opposition 
of his foes, for the ofEence of fidelity to their 
religious conviction, he sinned greviously against 
(justice and sound policy. And a system of 
.proselytism which used temporal motives %o 
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ooeroe or to seduce tlie HngnenotB into conf ormitjr 
with the established creed^ sapped public 
morality^ and directly promoted hypocrisy and 
scepticism* 

Like the Massacre of St. Bartholomew^ and 
the excesses of the Spanish Inquisition, with 
which Catholicism is so frequently taunted, 
Louis JQV.'s oppression of the Huguenots was 
the fruit of the jealous poUcy of a despotic 
SoTereign, not of the teaching of the Catholic 
Church. The Pope expressed his strong dis- 
approval of the perrerting influences brought 
to bear by the French Monarch on his Calyinist 
subjects, as being calculated to foster deceit and 
infidelity. It is, indeed, a historical fact, easily 
capable of proof, that the dealings of the Boman 
Inquisition with religious error in the Papal 
States, since the Reformation, bear favourable 
comparison, as regards lenity, with the proscrip- 
tions of the most tolerant Protestant power. And 
it should be remembered, that in a system based 
upon the doctrine of infallibiHty repression of 
dissent is not, what it is in systems based on free- 
dom of judgment, a glaring violation of funda- 
mental principle. 

The censure of the Pope was only too well 
justified by the result. The campaign against 
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heresy y that culminated in the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes, was in every way disastrous to 
the victors. Numerous anecdotes, floating about 
at the time, bore testimony to the low estimate 
formed even at the French Court of the sincerity 
of many of the fashionable conversions. A 
Huguenot family of some distinction, consisting 
of a brother and two sisters, had embraced the 
Catholic faith ; the ladies through conviction, but 
their brother with the view of pushing his for- 
tunes at Yersailles. "Qis conduct so displeased 
an uncle, a staunch follower of Calvin, from whom 
he had large expectations, that the old man at his 
death left all his possessions to more distant rela- 
tives. The brother wrote to condole with his 
sisters on their common misfortune. " You,'^ he 
said, " who are pious Catholics, can solace your 
disappointment with the reflection that our uncle 
is now in eternal torments ; but for me there does 
not remain ^en that consolation.'' On . another 
occasion, when a Huguenot lady of celebrity, wha 
had separated from her lord, became a Catholic, 
her friends ascribed the change to her strong 
desire never again to meet her husband, either in 
this world or in the next. 

It would, however, be manifestly unjust to hold 
Louis XrV. personally responsible for all the evils 
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that flowed from liis rale. His political edacation^ 
the memories of his boyhood, the irresponsible 
position created for him by the policy of his 
predecessors, the splendour of his early prosperity, 
and the adulation of his people, had a pemicioas 
influence upon an imperious and somewhat yain. 
glorious, but singularly noble nature. The great 
qualities of the Soyereign, however, only ren- 
dered his career a more striking proof of the 
radical badness of a system, that inyested one 
man with absolute control over the lives and 
fortunes of so many millions of his fellow-creatures^ 
and over the fate of generations yet unborn. The 
high praise is due principally to Louis himself, 
that perhaps there is no example in history of a 
reign equaUy long, and presenting such a heri- 
tage of troubled memories to the jealous vigilance 
of unbounded despotism, in which so little blood 
was shed on the scaffold for political offences. 

If adversity be the true touchstone of greatness 
ef soul, few Princes have stood the test so well as 
Louis XrV. In the days of his cloudless pros- 
perity, when flushed with the insolence of victory, 
or drunk with the fumes of adulation, he may 
occasionally have forgotten he was a mere mortal. 
It is at the melancholy clo^e of his career, when 
the dedining glories of the great monarchy, which 
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liad thrown smronnding nations into dim eclipse^ 
Were clouded by disaster; when the old King^ 
haying survived the great statesmen and generals 
of his prime, having survived three generations 
of his own descendants — ^his armies routed, his 
fleets destroyed, his treasury bankrupt, his people 
perishing from famine and pestilence, and utter- 
ing cries of anguish and despair, which he could 
Only answer with tears of pity and remorse — con- 
fronted the ungenerous foes, who, having van- 
quished, insisted on dishonouring him, with a 
grand fortitude which half redeemed his fatal 
ambition — that he most commands our admiration. 
The conduct of Louis towards the unfortunate 
James II. of England reflects a purer glory on his 
name than the most brilliant achievements of his 
arms or his policy. There was little in the character 
or propeedings of James to conciliate affection or 
esteem. Ordinary prudence, when the storm of 
invasion that overwhelmed him was yet sleeping in 
the distant thunder-cloud, ordinary firmness, when 
it had burst upon his kingdom, would, in all human 
probability, have saved his crown. Smitten, how- 
ever, with the in&tuation which seizes on those 
dynasties which Providence has doomed, he was 
deaf to' the Trench King's warnings and proffers 
of aid, while the danger might have been warded 
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off^ equally deaf to the yoice of honour when it 
should have been boldly confronted. The imbecile 
recklessnesB with which he risked his throne was 
only to be equalled by the imbecile poltroonery 
through which he lost it. But from the moment 
James landed a fugitive upon the soil of France, 
Louis no longer saw the weak Sovereign. He saw 
only fallen majesty, which calamity had but scathed 
in order to sanctify, and whose blemishes it would 
have been sacrilege to scan too curiously. The 
noble friendship which shielded the last years of 
the ill-fated James, so chivalrous, so tender, which 
no reverses could weary, which no lapse of time 
nor considerations of interest could chill, is with- 
out parallel in history. 

Of the Court of the Great King, at the period 
of its proudest splendour, Conde was one of the 
most brilliant ornaments. His martial genius and 
renown were pre-eminent, and circumstances had 
moulded the fiery leader of the Fronde into the 
most graceful and assiduous of courtiers. Louis, 
won by the Prince's great qualities, and his evi- 
dent anxiety to obliterate the past, after a time 
distinguished his cousin in the highest degree by 
his confidence and favour. 

Li 1668 Cond6 married his son, the Duke of 
Enghien, to Anne of Bavaria, the daughter of his 
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old friend the Princess Palatine. The young lady 
had been adopted by her annt^ the Queen of 
Poland, and brought an immense dowry to her 
husband. When Louis attacked the Spanish 
Netherlands, in 1667, Condfe was suffered to re- 
main in retirement. But, in the following year, 
Louvois having quarrelled with Turenne, now 
Marshal-General of the Armies of Prance, the/ 
Prince, at the War Minister's suggestion, drew out 
a plan for the conquest of Pranche Compte, and, j 
being entrusted with its execution, over-ran and 
annexed the province in fourteen days. ( 

In the war against Holland, in 1672, Conde 
commanded in chief, under the King, and planned ' 
the celebrated passage of the Ehine, which still 
lives in the GtJlery of Victories at Versailles, on 
the canvas of Lebrun. Here he received his first 
dangerous wound, which incapacitated him for 
further service during the campaign; and what 
pained him more acutely, he saw his nephew, the 
young Duke of Longueville, the last of an 
illustrious race, killed by his side. It was to 
Louis' neglect of Condfe's advice to march rapidly 
on Amsterdam that the Dutch commonwealth 
owed its escape from destruction. The time lost 
by the French Monarch in capturing second-rate 
towns, and in dictating humiliating terms of peace^ 
gave his foes leisure to recover from their conster- 
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iiation, and to cat their dykes. Spain, the 
Emperor, and several of the minor (German powers 
came to the assistance of the States. England, 
on obtaining her demands, retired from the con- 
flict; and France had to support alone the shock 
of a host of enemies. 

In 1674 Gond6 sketched out a second plan of 
loperations against Franche Gompt^, which resulted 
in the final incorporation of that territory with 
France. In the same year, with inferior forces, 
he won the great victory of Seneff over the Prince 
of Orange. Among his prisoners was Count 
Staremberg, who was sent to Bhiems, and there 
publicly drank the health of his late Commander. 
'' The Prince of Orange is a man of honour,'' said 
the Count, '' on whom I shall rely aH my life ; he 
promised me that I should drink champagne in 
Champagne, and you see that he has kept his word/' 
When Cond6 returned to Versailles, Louis ad- 
vanced to the head of the grand staircase to meet 
him. The Prince, a martyr to gout, slowly 
ascended the steps and entreated his Sovereign's 
pardon for making him wait. '^ My cousin," the 
King replied, '' when one is so laden with laurels 
it is difficult to walk fast." 

In the following year Turenne was killed in the 
'lines of Stokhof en, as he was reconnoitering the 
^sition of the renowned General Montecuculi, 
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before fighting a decisive battle. His fall was 
mourned by friend and foe. " There," exclaimed 
bis great antagonist, '^ died a man who did honour 
to man.'' Louis paid the memory of the illustrious 
Marshal the highest tribute it was in his power to 
render, by ordering his remains to be deposited 
at St. Denis among those of the Kings of France. 
The French Army, disheartened by the loss of its 
Commander, retreated in confusion across the 
Rhine, closely pursued by MontecucuK ; and Cond6 
was summoned in haste from Flanders to defend 
Alsace. On assuming this perilous command, he 
said, " How much I wish to converse only two 
hours with the shade of Turenne, so as to be able 
to follow the scope of his ideas.'' It almost 
seemed as if he had obtained his wish ; so com- 
pletely did he subordinate his own impetuous 
genius to the more cautious spirit that had guided 
the strategy of his old friend and rival. By 
skilful manoeuvres he foiled the efforts of the 
Germans to penetrate into France, and finally 
compelled them to recross the Rhine. This was 
his last military service to his country. Although 
still hardly past the summer of life, the excesses 
and fatigues of his youth had brought upon hini 
the decrepitude of old age. gevere attacks of 
gout distracted his mind and crippled his body. 
He therefore wisely judged that it was time for 
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him to retire under the shadow of his hard won 
laurels ; and at the close of his campaign against 
Montecncoli^ he bade a final adieu to the profession 
of arms. 

The prosperous tenonr of the Prince's career 
since his reconciliation with his Sovereign had 
been chequered by two untoward events— one 
political^ and one domestic. The throne of Poland 
having become vacant, an influential party in that 
kingdom solicited him to accept the crown. He 
was anxious to comply ; his election was scarcely 
doubtful ; but Louis refused his consent. Reasons 
of State policy were alleged ; but it is probable 
that some lingering distrust and jealousy of his 
cousin influenced the King's decision. Cond& 
bowed to the will of his Sovereign with the 
unmurmuring obedience which had come to be 
regarded in Prance as the highest political virtue. 

The second event has left a deep stain upon 
Condi's memory. The devoted love, the heroic 
courage, the extraordinary merits which the 
Princess of Cond6 displayed during the Bordeaux 
war, had failed to conciliate the affection of her hus- 
band, or the esteem of his family. And, through 
some distortion of nature, the son, who had been her 
joy and her solicitude during the vicissitudes of 
that remarkable struggle, became, when he grew 
up to manhood, the worst enemy of his mother. 
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Some words of menace and insult addressed to 
her in her own clianxber by a footman named 
Duval, followed by a murderous assault, aroused 
vague suspicions. Unfortunately for her, it re- 
quired only a breath to ripen suspicion into 
conviction in the minds of those who had the 
control of her destiny. A secret investigation was 
held by order of the King. At its termination 
the Princess was hurried into close confinement, 
and compelled to surrender her large patrimony 
to her son. Her prison was the stem old Castle 
of Chateauroux, in Berri, built in the tenth cen- 
tury, the same melancholy abode to which she had 
been exiled by Anne of Austria, before the war 
of Bordeaux. Louis shortly afterwards promised 
Conde that her imprisonment should be perpetual. 
Even in that day the belief in her innocence was 
general. The sober, searching light of time, 
which reveals much that is lost in the dazzling 
glare, or in the deep shadows of contemporaneous 
life, has established it more clearly. She appears 
to have been sacrificed to the dislike of her hus- 
band, the pride of his family, and the avarice of 
her unnatural son. In the sad solitude of her 
prison, Claire de Maill6 completed the weary cycle 
of her existence. Her own family were all dead. 
The bitter blast of adversity kiUed her friends. 
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No ray of sympatliy or of hope cheered the gloom 
of the long captivity in which her life slowly 
wasted away. Forgotten by aU^ more than twenty 
years rolled by before deaths in unbarring her wel- 
come passage fromher living tomb to that where he 
reigns^ reminded the world that she had existed. 
Even the grave could not shield her from injury. 
The evil fortune which had dogged her footsteps 
during life^ pursued all of her it had power over, 
to her last resting-place. In after years her 
sepulchre was violated, and her dust was scattered 
to the winds. Truly, the story of this Princess, 
so gentle and so loving, so adorned by virtues 
and talents, and yet the victim of a relentless 
destiny, which sowed her path with sorrows, 
almost from the cradle to the grave, is one of 
the saddest recorded in history. 

The evening of Cond6's life was gilded by the 
rich glow of a splendid prosperiiy. The ruin 
which years of civil war, exile, and peculation had 
wrought in his immense revenues, was repaired 
by the able management of Gourville, to whose 
assistance he had recourse after his return to 
Prance. His time was passed chiefly at Chantilly— 
where art decked with its.rarest gems the abound- 
ing charms of nature — ^in superintending the edu- 
cation of his grandchildren, in beautifying his 
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unrivalled gardens, and in the enjoyment of a 
brilliant society. It was his greatest pleasure to 
assemble around him eminent poets, painters, 
philosophers, and men of science, whose intel- 
lectual strife, the clashing of mind with mind, 
from which flashes of divine light, immortal ideas, 
emanate, he relished with the keen delight of 
kindred genius ; and whom he loaded with benefits. 
His occasional visits to the Court were repaid by 

m 

the distinguished favour of the King, and by the 
boundless admiration of the fair and the brave. 
In an age of licentiousness and impiety Cond^ had 
been notorious as a roue and a scoffer. And when 
that age had passed away his irreligious senti- 
ments remained unchanged. His friends long 
despaired of his conversion. But the conversion 
of the Princess Palatine, who had herself declared 
that such an event would be the greatest of 
miracles ; and, above all, the exemplary death of 
his sister, the Duchess of Longueville, after she 
had atoned by nearly thirty years of penitence 
for her excesses during the period of the 
Fronde, shattered the rind of scepticism that 
enfolded his heart. The springs of religion, 
which had seemed dried up within him, un- 
sealed by a dread hand, burst forth again. 
And the promptings of his better nature were 
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strengthened by arguments which flowed, burning 
with divine fire, fix^m the lips of Bossuet. After 
repeated conferences with the Bishop of Meaux, 
Cond^, in 1685, publicly returned to the bosom of 
Christianity. His submission to the Church was 
a severe blow to infidels. Voltaire declares that 
age made a driveller of the hero of RocroL la 
the same year, his grandson, the Duke of Bourbon, 
married Mademoiselle de Nantes, one of the chil- 
dren of Louis XIV. and Madame de Montespan. 
The Duchess, not long afteiwards, was attacked 
with small-pox at Fontainebleau. The old 
Prince hurried off from Chantilly, to watch 
by her sick couch, but the agitation and fatigue 
he underwent proved fatal to his debilitated 
frame. He died at Fontainebleau, in the sixty- 
fifth year of his age, penitent, and resigned, 
amidst universal regi-et, leaving behind him a 
name immortalised by his own great actions, and 
by the eloquence of Bossuet. 



THE END. 
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John Burnet, William Finden, John and Henry Lk Kbitz, 
JOHN Pye, Walter BroAley, and others. With descriptive 
Text A New Edition, firom the original Plates, in Colombier 410, 
doth extra, gilt and gilt edges, 31J. 6</. [Nearly ready. 

WORKS OF JAMES GILLRAY, CARICATURIST. 

With the Story of his Life and Times, and foil and Anecdotal De- 
scriptions of his Engravings. Edited by Thos. Wright, E^., M. A., 
F.S.A. Illustrated with 83 foil-page Plates, and very nnmerons 
Wood Engravings. Demy 4to, 6co pages, cloth extra, 31/. 6«/. 

" The work U well done. A handtomr volume, produced ngardlesc of eacpense." 
^Standard, 

• " The pubUshert have done good lervice in bringing so much thatis fall of humoor 
and of butorical interest within the reach of a laxge dass.*' — Saturday Reviem. 

"One of the most amusng and Taluable illustrations of the sodal and polidied 
fife of that generation which it is posnble to fxiSLOtis^**^-Spectatar. 



BEAUTIFUL PICTURES BY BRITISH ARTISTS. 

A Gathering of Favourites from ow Picture Galleries, 1800— 1870. By 
WiLKiE, Constable, J. M. W, Turner, Mulready, Sir Edwin 
Landsesr, Macuse, Leslie, £. M.Ward, Frith, Sir John 
Gilbert, Ansdell, Marcus Stone, Sir Noel Paton, Eyre 
Crowe, Faed, Madox Brown. All Engraved in the highest style 
of Art. With Notices of the Artists by Sydney Arhytage, M. A. 
A New Edition. Imperial 4to, cloth gilt and gilt edges, 2i«. 

COURT BEAUTIES OF THE REIGN OF CHARLES II. 

From the Originals in the Royal Gallery at Windsor, by Sir 
Peter Lsly. Engraved in the highest s^le of art jby Thomson, 
Wright, Scriven, B. Holl, Wagstaff, and T. A. Deane. 
With Memoirs by Mrs. Jameson, Author of '< Legends of the 
Madonna." New and sumptuous ''Presentation Edition." Imp. 
4to» do^ gilt and gilt edges, 2ix. 

" This traly heautilul and qilendid {Mrodoction is equally a gem am<»g the Fine 
ArU and in Literatare."— C?Mir/rr/jf RtvUw, 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO &• WINDUS. 3 
1U.TT IfOROAH'S DESIGNS. 

THE AMERICAN WAR: 

Cartoons by Matt Mokgan and ather Artists, illustrative of the 
lale Great Civil War in America, Now first collected, with Enplana- 
loiy Tent, Demy 4to, illustrated boards, ^s. (td. 

Companion to the."Historv of Signboards." 

Advertising, A History of, from the 

Earliest Times. lllnstrated by Anecdotes, Curious Specimeni, 
Biographical Notes, and Examples of Successful Advertisers. By 
Henry Sampson. Crown 8vo, with Frontispiece and numerous 
Illu£trajions, coloured and plain, cloth extra, "js. id. \_In prefaraMon. 

Anacreon. Illustrated by ^ 

the Exquisite Designs of Girodbt. Trans- £ 
latedbyTkoUASMoOKR. Bound in Etmscan 4 
gold and blue, I3J. bd. II 

•,' A branlyfrl and capOvaliHg talimi. Tir 

^nrr ^^ad"'mi>tiaH.rt '™iL ,/li,', ™^J *ii 
dtligm Sjf fikaloffrafkr, av 



e Art of Amusing. 

A Collection of Graceful Arts, 

Games, Tricks, Puzzles, and 
Charades, inteiided to amuse 
everybody, atid enable all to 
amuse everybody else. By 
Frank Bbllsw. With nearly 
300 Illustrations. Crown 8v«, 

'.•Omt/IJumeilmlertaininrhand- 
itckt ^amtanmnli terr fiiilii/i§d. 

Awful Crammers. 

A New American Joke Book. 
Edited by TiTt;s A. Bbick, 
Anthor of " Shaving Thero." 
Fcap. Svo, with . nui 
curious llliutrations, 1 
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4 BOOKS PUBLISHED BY C//A7T0 &• WINOUS, 

Apmy Lists of the Roundheads and 

Qavmllars in th« Civil War, 1642. Second Kdition, coo- 
nderabljr EoUrged Mid Corrected. Ediled, with Notes, bf Edward 
PUCOCK, F.S.A. 4to, lu]f-Raxbarghe, ^i. (td. [Pfefarimg. 

*.* ytf JnlmM/imt (c AnlifM ^ria and Ctnmlttittt. 

Babies and Ladders: 

Y^aji on Things in GeneraL By 
Ehmanuel K[hk. Fcap. Svo, 
with numerous Vignettes by W. S. 
GlLBKRT and others. Ii. 

\ Bayard Taylor's Di- 

versiona of the Echo Olub. 

A Delightful Voliune of Refined 
lilenrj Humour. lo t6mo, paper cotct, with Portrait of the 
Aothor, It. bd. ; cloth extra, ai. 

Vniposh with Mk. Ruskin's Edition of " Grimm." 




Bechstein's As Pretty as Seven, and 

other Popular German Stories. Collected by Ludwic Bbchstbin. 
With Additional Tales by the Brothers Grimm, loo Illostcatiansbr 
RiCHTER. S mall 4tp, green and gold, 6c. bd. ; gilt edges, it. 6d, 
V OnttJOummldtU^tftdbeclafwchildmn^p^ixhid. Ilit,iittitry 
' VKf, a Cmf^anian U llu GtrmaH Staritl ef tlu BmUun Grimai. Tkr quaiitl 
timflicity of Riekitr's tn^avinej viilt charm rvery tffvtr of Usmdary lart. 

The Biglow Papers. By James Russell 

LowRLL. The Beat Edition, with full Glossary, of these extra- 
ordiuary Verses. Fcap. 8»o, illustrated cover, u. 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BV CHATTO &• WINDUS. S 
ARTEMUS WARD'S WORKS. 

Artemus Ward, 

Complete. The Worksof Charles 
FarrbR Bbowne, better known as 
Artemds Wakd, now first col- 
lected. Crown Svo, witti Une Por- 
trait, facsimile of handwriting, &c., 
540 pages, cloth neat, "js. td. 

*,' Cemfriltt all that lit hiaauriit kat 
^ArlrmHt "W^rd aiil "^"Vltd le foam 

Artemus Ward's. 

Lecture at the Egyptian Hall, ^ 

with the Panorama, Edited by the 

late T. W. ROBEETSON, Author of "CaitL'," &i:.. tod t.. P. illNO- 

)N. Small 4to, exquisitely printed, bound in green and gold, with 

"-""'IS Tinted Illustrations, 61. 



Artemus Ward : his Book. With Notes 

«nd Introduction by the Editor of the " Biglow Papers," One of 
the wittiest book.i published for many years. Ecap, Svo, illoslratcil 

Tbt SahirJar KrnirBi nyii:— "The author coiiit»n« the pDvnsofThukcny 
_:.!. .k«. »r 111...-. c_:.i. nn.- __i. : *.i — i :n by a native naad — oae which lu« 



Artemus Ward : his Travels among 

the Mormons and on the Rampage. Edited by E. P. Hing- 

ETON, the Agent and Companion of A. Wa^d whilst "00 the 

Rampage." New Edition, price 11. 

',' Sonir n/Arimu/t iKiti mirlk-pTttKkine fattrt sn It ii Amul m tta 
itat. Thi ciaflirt m llii Afcrmtnt will HHitnd At lUmnl mmlnana. At 
tils sf/uit l*iy art tMHBtlSE t 

Artemus Ward's Letters to " Punch," 

Among the Witches, and other Sketches. Cheap Popular Edition. 
Fcap. Svo, in illustrated cover, ti.; or, i6mo,bound in cloth eitia, 2r. 

mhick wtrt/maul ufen tlu 'anther'i tailt afltr hit Otctasi. 

Artemus Ward among the Fenians: 

with the Showman's Experiences of Ijfe at Washington, and MiliUiy 
Ardour at Baldinsville. Toned paper, price hd. 

74 ifr-rs, PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 



£OOJCS PUBLISHED BY CffATTO &• WINDUS. 
Vnifokh with ouk "Rabxlais." 

ccaccio's Decameron ; 

or. Ten Dajs' Entertauunent. Nowfsllr 
tmulated into Englisb, vith Introdnc- 
lion by Thomas Wbight, Esq., M.A., 
F.S.A. Crown Sto, wilh the Beaiiti- 
FUL Enckavinos bj Stothabo which 
ftdomed Pickeiiiig'i fine E^litioD, pub- 
lished »t £,% lit. (mC This New 
I Edition is only 7J. f>d. 



Booksellers, A History of. A Worfc 

S'ring full Accoontt of the Grekt Publisbing Honset and their 
DuiSen, both in London and thi Frovinces, the History ^ 
their Rise and Pnwress, and of their greatest Woiks. " " 






Book of Hall-Marks ; or, Manual of 

Stference fat the Goldsmith and Siliersmitb. By Alfkbd Lut- 
8CHAUN1G, Manager of the Liverpool Assay Office. Crown 8n), with 
46 Plates of the Hall-Marks of the different Assay Towns of the 
United Kingdom, as now stamped on Plate and Jewelleiy, 7x. 61/. 
•»• TkU 9Krk givrt practical mttXodtSor ttttiHg Uu attalily of gold txnd titptr^ 
UmtlcsmfUldiii tJu anllarJiiT kit mm utt, and am S-HffUmtKtla"CkafirM." 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CffATTO *• WIITDUS. ; 

BRET HARTE'S WORKS. 

Widdy known for their Exqvisiti Fathei and Ddightful Humeur, 

BretHarte'sOom- 

?lete Works, in Frose and 
oetiy. Now Fint Collected. 
With Introductory Essaj bj 
J. M. Bellbw, Portrait of the 
Atilbor, and 50 lUustratioas. 
Crown 8vo, 650 pages, cloth ■ 
extra, 71. iid. 

Bret Harte's Luck 

of Roaring Oamp, and other 
Storieg. Fcap. Sto, illustrated 



Bret Harte's That 

Heathen Ohinse, and other 
Humorous Foems. Fcap. Svo, 
illDttnted cover, \i. 60. 



Bret Harte's Sensation No»^els Con- 
densed. Fcap. iJvo, illustrated cover, is. dJ. 

•St tidsraili hxk, anly mrfanrd, in iU iftsiel tlau, ij TiaeJitra/t 



Bret Harte's Lothaw ; or, Thie Adventures 

of a Young Gentleman in Search of a Religion. By Mr. BBN- 
JAUINS (£nt Harfi). Price bd. Cnriouslj Illustrated. 



Bret Harte's East and West. Fcap. 

Sto, illustrated cover, U. 



Bret Harte's Stories of the Sierras, and 



Booth's Epigrams : Ancient and Modem, 

Hmnorons, Witty, Satirical, Moral, and PantgyricaL Edited l^ 
the Rev. John Booth, B. a. A New Edition. Pott Svo, doth eilt,6.r, 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED B\ CHATTO 6- WINDDS. 

Brewster's (Sir David) More Worlds 

than One, tho Oreed of tha Philosophar and the Hope 
of tho Ohriitian. A Niw Edition, in snwll crown 8vo, clotfa, 

' '" ' ■ ical Plates, nniform with Fanulay's 

V- 6"^ \Ntarly ready. 

Brewster's (Sir David) Martyrs of 

Science. A New Edition, in small crown Svo, doth, extra gilt, 
with full- page Portraits, nniToim with Foiadaj'E " Variaus Forces of 

• Nature." y. 6at \Nearly ready . 

NXW BOOK TOR BOTa 

The Conquest of the Sea : A History 

of Divert and Diving, from the Earliest Times to th« Present Day, 
By HiNSY SlBBE. Profuselj Illustiated with fine Wood Epgraviags. 
Small crown 8vo, cloth extra. 4t. ftd. 



of kmnrbxlfc."— Alb. 

!! 5*»''Tini«r«ttiB( aliln to ynutlu ind to ennrn-up \Ki3t^t."—Sultmati, 
jij^S^ "K"*""* » ilw geoenil imif to the nieitific mdcr.'—Jftirw'iv 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO *• W2NDUS. 9 

Bright's (Rt. Hon. J., M.P.) Speeches 

on Public Affairs of the last TwenCj Yeara. Collated with the 
best Public Reports. Royal i6nio, 370 pages, cloth extra, \s. 
*•• Aitais/tftcialintrrttlal llufmtnl Iitiu,iuulmmiiirf3,llxcluaf. 

aoi.ICAN'S HUMOROUS WORKS. 

Broad Grins. My Nightgown and Slippers, 

and other Humorous Works, Prose and Poetical, of Gkorgk Col- 
Man the Yonngcr. Now first collected, with Life and Anecdotes of 
the Author, by Georgb B. BuCkstone. Crown 8vo, 500 pp.,7J. W. 

*a'AdtHimi if gtitrint Englh}ivilltmd krminir-unn bt dliirkttd mik lUl 
tditun B/GtervaQoliHaiis ktimorotts VKrkt. At a vrit, kt km kad ne e^uai in 

t/ujsrtmmt l/aiy e/nr ctmic jourmals. 

Oarlyle (T.) on the Choice of Books. 

With New Life and Anecdotes. Brown cloth, uniform with thk 
2/. Edition of his Works, h. bd, ; paper cover, \s. 

id Modem. Being 
ali the most cele- 



iiei u/ vMck it 



■ hi, -KiiTk <u /rrAc« 

Vim" a' rtUaUr 
kulary ^ IkaK casii vkick art tnlillld lu nuA u uuiei cjl^brra. Tki hoBh 
iiMftrmardiiitktJiafilkat.a'kiltittiutfvrmtaiimtuilktktuly nadir in 
a uitmrt bmr, it may tJK ii ittmtd tatrlky af a madtsi rritatf-fiacr m Ikt 
lihraria sf lkt§t wka lUr If toattk Ikt march t/rvmli, ami take kavt Ut/ndtut 
k^U,uktniit/trmatieiiitfitoid,s/pTtttnjiHgataltt/it. 
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10 BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO &> WINDITS. 
NSW AND IMPORTAHT WORK. 

The Cyclopaedia of Costume; or, A 

Dictituuiy of Dress, Re^, Ecdesiastiol, CiTiI, and MUitary, &ob 
the Earlieit Period in Lngland to the reign of George Uie Xhiid. 
Indndinir Notices of Coatemporaneoiu Fasbiooi on the Contment, 
»nd preceded by a Genera! History of the Castamc of the Principal 
Counlriei of Europe. By J. R. PLANCHft, F.S.A., Somerset Herald. 

~ Tlui IMTk viU hi fMiluJud iM TwnLy/tMr XinMy PaHt, qnarie, «/ Fivt 
SkUlinn.fni/iiiilriU'llralldijPlaUtiiKj Wffd Eitgrnvrnp ; nit* tmcJk J'ari 
mil minht iaatdm ipUudid Caitmrtd PlnU.from MM urifinat Pamlmt: Br lUn- 
miimtitH,^Rtr»taMllKtiUPmrnafis,aHdtlalimalCnlumu,»alMJimi^ilMil 
demtilic. Tkt FinI Pari •• jiul ia3r. 

T N coUecdug nuurUli Tor a HiifHT of CcBtame ol 

met witk » much favmr u an cldaedtary woHc, 1 wa& 

pTiKd to find bow muclT taOfv Ti^ue aie tbe ^a-p ia na - 
iiDiu» and CDDuadiclofy Ihe itai emep ti, of our bar 
antboriliet, tban Ibcj appevrd <o mc^ when, in tbe 
plenitude of mr ignorance 1 ruibed upoa ainioK tm- 
Irodden grouDO, and Mt bewildered bj; the nuie of 



Coiiuine"iD the -' 


an which 
edition of 
Library a 


hare el^ud dace Ihe 
n>i,"HiapryofBrin.fc 


ledie,' acchnriDgical 




^nTrnpciutbyihe a 








n socittiM, Ibai ■ Sood 






^^li^^xT^^ 








lodi>ubl,irw=caonoi 


Eod facB 




Thai the romxcr g 


callmrf 


aonderalc a a giieToui 






the leisu.eofhfllf m 


Ut}a Ih 








g'^'S^" I. isson,,: 




iTfcd "hit where 1 cannot in- 


ttruct, 1 »>!■" certain 




ad.aBdIluttheteadcr 


will ^d, undo eac: 


h«d. a 


that is, known Lo, or 












Ibe ConlininL 




ftom the 


desire of Duoy aniao. 


lie dilficully they cc 


stantlr m«[ wilb in their en- 
1, or the eiact mode of ^Kuini 


g^'alSl,°fraS'th^ 


»ndy a 


a Kpulchral effigy or 



orolherpaitioniat 



xHUime. The only Entliahpublicalioii'ofthEkiod required, 
lelateMr. Fairholt'i " Couume ia England " (Svo, London, 



paguol 



St valuUe 



i»4(i^lliol»iltwoliundied ,_„— .- , - 

poniaii whereof ve the quotauanifnin old playLinediienlro 

their eompoBlioiu Twenij-eigiii y»n have expinsJ since that „ — ~, — 

it hai buB thouht thai a more compreheniivc work on the lubjeci than haa yet 
iWDcd from tbelWliab jweM, conibinin^ the pilh of the mfcrmKion of many ccstly 
forBgapiiblicUiinu, audi in in illiiil™"oiit, keeping lo view ihe special require- 
ment oT the aniil, u which I have alluded, would be. in these, days of eduuUoaal 
piognw and etiliod inquiry, a welcome addiooa lo [he Ubrary of an Kaglish 
gCB^eman. J. R. PLAMCUE. 
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BOOKS FUBUSHED BY CHATTO &- WINDUS. ii 

Christmas Carols and Ballads. Selected 

and Edited by Joshua Sylvester. A New Edition, beauCiTulljr 
printed 93A bound in cloth, extra gilt, gilt edges, 31. iid. 

Clerical Anecdotes and Pulpit Eccen- 
tricities. Square l6nio, illustrated wrapper, 1^.41/.; cloth neat, 
IJ. \od. 

The Country of the Dwarfs. By Paul 

DJ Chailht. Fcap. Svo, full-page Engravings, fancy wmplter, u. 

Cruikshank's Comic Almanack. 

Complete in Two Series: the First from 1S35 to 1B43,- the 
Second from 1844 to 1853. A Catherine °^ *e Best HUMOUk 
of Thackeray, Hood, Maykew, Albert Smith, A'Beckett, 
Robert Brough, &c With i,ixx> Woodcuts and Steel Engniings 
by CruIkshank, Hine, Landells, &e. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, _ 
two veiy thick volumes, 15J. ; or, separately, 7j. &/. per volume. 



of this inimita&U itriiit at ameng hU^iuit, mat cMaracttris/ic pra- 
Exltndin£«vtr aprr^Klo/iiintlren^an,fi-Bm 1835 to 1853, iiutustpgf 
act lit irtt ftrud a/ Ail arUitu carur, and lim lit v*tu3 txalUnat 
^ «i marBtJleua feutr. Tkr Ult Mr, Tilt, a/ Flttl StrHt, firit ememtj Of 

irlid, Ti 

ri^lllMliy iMiartd at "ShUit' Diary; ■" and "'Si^itrCoi; ar, T. 
tf Hii\Cniib* /smtid tkt Uadint altrattitnt itt tit lamitn /rr 1B39 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO A- WINDl/S. 

THE BEST OmPK TO EXRAXJ>RT. 

Cussans' Handboolc oi 

Heraldry; with Instmctioiii far Traciiis 
Pedi|rrcci and Decipberiiig Ancient M5S.; 
alio. Rules for tbe AppconuncDt of LJTcric^ 
&c, &c B7J0HN E. Cussans, Illus- 
tnted with 360 PlUes and Woodcuts. 
Crown Sto, cloth eitn,gilt and emblazoned. 




TSBT mPORTAMT OOUITTT HZ8T0BT. 



Cussans' History of Hertfordshire. 

A Count; HistOTj, gol np in a very SDpfrior manner, and ranging 
with the fintst works of its class. By John E, Cussans. IQus- 
trated with full-page Plates on Copper and Stone, and a profliuoa 
of small Woodcuts. Puts 1. to Vl. are now reodjr, price t\s. 
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BO OKS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO &• iVINDUS. 13 

The Danbury Newsman. A Brief but 

Comprehensive Record of Ihe Doings of a Remarkable People, nnder 
more Remarkable Circiunstances, and Chronicled in a most Re- 
nurkabte Manner. By James M. Bailey. Unifoim with Twain's 
*' Screamers." Fcap. 8vo, illustrated cover, u. 

"A rut Americui buDuurist. " — Figara, 

Uniform with the "CHARtfes Dickeks Edition." 

Dickens : The Story 

of his Life. By Theodore Tay- 
I.OR, Author of the "Life of 
Thackeray." Uniform with the 
" Charles Dickens Edition " of his 
Works, and flLlrmiT^r a Supple- 
inentBiy Volume to that Issue. C^wn 
8vo, crimson doth, 31. dd. 

"AnccdDtu Kem to have poured in upon 

eyt.'—Tlu Standard, 

Alao Published : 

The "Best Edition" of the above Work, illustrated by Photo- 

mphic Frontispiece of " Dickens as Captain Bobadil," Portraits, 

FBC^miles, &c. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, yj. 6d. 

The " Ckeap Edition," in l6mo, paper wrapper, with Frontispiece 

and Vignette, ti. 

Uniform with the "Charles Dickens Edition." 

Dickens' Speeches, Social and Literary, 

now first collected. Uniform with, and farming a Supplemen- 
tary Volume to, the " Charles Dickens Edition." Crown Svo, 
crimson cloth, 31. 6d. 

"Hii •peeehe»>« ugosd u any of hii printed wrilingi."— 7"** Timit. 
Alao Publiahed: 
Thr "Best Edition," in crown Svo, with line Portrait by Count 

D'Orsay, cloth eilra, 71. 6J. 
The "Cheap Edition," in i6mo, paper wrapper, 31, 
Dickens' Life and Speeches, One Volume, i6mo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 
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14 BOOKS PVBUSHED BY CHAT70 *• WINDUS. 
BAI^AC'8 OONTKS DROI.A.TIQUX8. 

Droll Sto- 
ries, collected 
from the Ab- 
beys of Tou- 

NOW FIRST Tkans- 

English, 

Ukabudged. 
With the whole 435 
MerreUaos^ Ei- 
tniT*giiit, and 
Fantastic niav 
tmtions bj Gus- 
TAVS DokA. 
BeiDtilally print- 
ed, in Sto, cloth 
extra, gilt, gilt 
top, lu. &/. 
A few copies of the 
Fkench Okigi- 
MAL are sdll on 
sale, bound half- 
Roiborghc, gilt 
top — a veiy hand- 
some book — price 
^____ \u.f>d. 

The Derby Day. A Sporting Novel of 

intense interest reap. Svo, iUtutrated cover, Is. 

Disraeli's (Rt. Hon. B.) Speeches 

on the Coniemtive Folic; of the last Thiitr Veais, including the 
Speech at the IJterary Fund Dinner, ipeciall; revised bv the Author. 
'S.&jA l6mo, paper cover, with Foitrait, u. 41^ ; in doth, \t. v)d. 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CHA TTO &> WINDVS. 15 



D'Urfey's ("Tom") Wit and Mirth; 

or. Pills to Purge Melancholy : Being a Collection of the 
best Merry Ballads and Songs, Old and New. Fitted to all Hu- 
mours, haying each their proper Tune for either Voice or Instrument : 
most of the Songs being new set. London: Printed by W. 
Pearson, for J. Tonson, at Shakespeare's Head, over-against Cathe- 
rine Street in the Strand, 1719. 

An exact and beautiful reprint of this much-prized work, with the 
Music to the Songs, just as in the rare original. In 6 vols., large 
fcap. 8yo, antique boards, edges uncut, beautifully printed on laid 
papei^ made expressly for the work, price £'^ y, 

•*• The Pills to Purge Melancholy have new retained their celebrity /or a 
century and a half. The difficulty of obtaining a copy has of late ^ears reused sets 
^ a fabulous ^rice^ and has made even odd volumes costly. Considering^ the das- 
sical refutation which the book has thus obtained^ and its very high interest as 
illustrative of the manners^ cus^ms, an^ amusements of English life during the 
heUf -century following the Restoration^ no apology is needed for placing such a work 
more within the reach of general readers atid students by re-issuing it for thej^rst 
time since its original appearance^ and at about a titho of the price for which 
the old edition could now m obtained. 

For drinking-songs and love-songs^ sprightly balleidsy merry stories^ and political 
a^uibs, there are none to surpass these in the language.' In improvising such 
pieces^ and in sifuing them, D'Urfby was perhaps never equalled^ ejcc^t in our 
own century by Theodore Hook. The sallies of his wit amusidand delighted 
three successive English sovereigns; and while his plays are forgotten, his songs 
and ballads still retain the light abandon and joyous freshness that recommended 
them, to the wits and beaux ofQtdeen Anne*s days. Nor can the warm and eyS^ec- 
tionate eulogjf of Steele and Addison be forgotten, and DIJrfey may now take his 
place on the bookshelves of the curious, side by side with the other worthies of 
his age. 

The Earthward Pilgrimage, from the 

Next World to that which now is. By Moncurs D. Conway* 
Crown 8yo, beautifuUy printed and .bound, 7/. dd, 

Mrs. Ellis's Mothers of Great Men. 

A New Edition of this well-known Work, with Illustrations by 
Valbntine W. Bromley and others. Crown 8vo, doth gilt, over 
500 pages, 6j. 

Emanuel on Diamonds and Precious 

Stones ; Their History, Value, and Properties ; with Simple 
Tests for ascertaining their Reality. By HarRy Emanuel, F.R. G. S. 
WiUi numerous Illustrations, Tinted and Plain. A New Edition, 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, 6j. 
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i6 BOOXS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO 6* WINDUS. 

Edgar Allan Poe's Prose and Poeticd 

Work* ; including AdHiiinnal Tales and the fine Essap by lla 



gTMU Geniui, now FtkST Published in this Countkv. '^A 
a. Tmulation of Chables Baudelaire's " Ess>7 on Foe." T^ 
pages, crown Svo, fine Portrait and lUustnitioDS, cloth extn, 7'.^ 

The English Rogue, described in the 

IJfeof MMITOnLatroon. and other EitraTagants, comprehendir^ 
the most Einineni Cheats of both Sexes. Br Ricmakd Heu> tsA 
Fkancis Kirkman. a facsimile reprint of the rare Oti^ 
Edition (1665-1671), with a FrontiiipieGe and Portraits of ih 
Aolhon. In 4 Volumes, large foolscap Svo, beautifiiUf prifllf' 
on antique laid paper, made eipressl;, and bound in uttq« 
boards, 3W.; or Large- paper Copies, sw. {Niarlyraij. 

•,* TUl liiv'l'rly mUniBMtMt ti-ari maf bt Jncriitd ai (Il4 firil £-^ 
Htt/tl,*rt>*trlr tc caliul. Tlu larnl air n/ rtalily ttrvajlts it as Ikal wlaik pte 
IHCliacluimUffuifrinmrilUti^D^oi k,{f a mbny UUt. Tkl aUaS 

Ai a fStvrt a/ t*r mvtiurs sf iC (triBj iKc kmuinJ yiari a{t, w £«fW 
timtt^ Ikt varitta [radci sf laciilr lAnmfA tii*ic» l^ lure fatal iatlu arm ^ 
Ail ijitnumiiitary aAimtum, ami awumf gif nits, iiggan, Mttri.Av., 1*1 M" 

Tiki larlirr tortuin of lit iaat mas aauidirahlji alltrtd in laUr t£lis« h 
FntKcit Kirkman. Wkiltiritmi-IKaillkttA&'aam.madibylkatmill','^^ 
Iktsmitlid taiiarii (Kimitimn amnitg lIuiHBSI ckamcltritlitimlluhcMlia'l'^ 
rniitld/rimt lit tarlim t4His~, vMck il nfHu viry grralisl rarilf. mflff* 
csfiti kaving ttrt dtttmyid, Ikr Jifar aflir ill fuilicalian, it tlu Crtal f'" « 

Tin ialtriditini and tluSiamd Pari art ^aImailig,uUrarily. Ovt^V-^, 
wcndtrfiil rmt e/fefuiaril,, /A, iBoHas icn, SB mill rrad and mil Ihiimiid. m 
MrfKt of its an vrry sildsm le U mrt viit*. ami an tin unly It tt sbtaiildiloi 
i:ttrmiala»l!y Ulkjria. TlUfwsinl rtfrint may lUtr^fm tt ta^tU and ta^' 
atlr Is sluJntls i/Bartf Efiglilk Ultraltrri. 
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BOOKS PUBUSHED BY CHATTO 6- WINDUS. IJ 

Our English Surnames: Their Sources 

uid Significations. By Chailes Wareihg Babdslev, M-A. 
Crount Svo, about 600 pages, cloth extra, 9^, 



•5 art arrariftd urnUr lit Jell^tuh 
1 ; a. Local Sushahes ; % Otricu 



ZABIiY NEWS SHEST. 

The Russian Invasion of Poland in 

IB63. {Memorabilis et peiinde stupenda de crudeli Moscovitamm 



Eipeditione Nairatio, e (icimanico in Latinum conversa. ) An exact 
fecsimile of a contemporary account in Latin, published at Douaf, 
tt^ether with an Introduction and Historical Notes and a full Trans- 
lation, Only 100 copies printed. Lai^ fcap. Svo, an exact fac- 
simile on antique paper, hardly dislinguislialue from the original, 
half-Roxbuighe, price 7^. fid. 

The Englishman's House, from a Cot- 
tage to a Mansion. A Practical Guide to Members of Building 
Societies, and all interested in Selecting or Building a House. Bj 
C.J. Richardson, Architect, Author of "Old English Mansions," 
&c. Second Edition, Corrected and Enlai^ed, with nearly ioa 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, 550 pages, cloth, "js. id. 



*.• TUt Work miM net im^ynfralilyb* ttrmtd" A Bosk ff Hatua.' II 

?'v*l f^ry varitty o/hsuUt from a workman'r csttrtlt to rt noiitman'i pAltta. 
kt iaok it iHinJrd to m/ffy a Kant ttnf frit, via., a flnin, non-ltchniial 
atamnt tftvtrj stylt o/kmat, mik fko coti and maimtr ofhuilding. 
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iS BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO_^ WINDUS. 

Faraday's Chemical History of a 

Oandla. LectDre* delivered to a Juvenile Audience. A New 
Edition, edited bjr W. Crookes, Esq., F.C5., &c. CiownSio, 
doth extra, with all the Original Illustrations, price 4/. ^. 

Faraday's Various Forces of Nature. 



FLAaSLLATIOH AKD THE FZ.AaEI.I.Airra 

A History of the Rod in all Countries, 

from the Earliest Period to the Present Tune. By the Rer. W. 
C0OFIK,B.A. SecondEdition, revisedandcorrected, withnomeroas 
Ilhiattation s. Thiclt crow n, 8ro, cloth eitra, gUt, i»j. 6rf. 

The Fiend's Delight: A "Cold Collation" 

of Arrociiies. B7 Don Gkile. New Edition, in illdftratel 
wrapper, fcap. 8to, is. 

'* A tpecunen of ' Amgrican Hmnour * u unlQie that of ■]! other AnKricul 
and energelic demon yhon'ho'mi tn well budded, "— JVJ- Yt>* Katim. 

The Finish to Life in and out of 

London ; or, The Final Adventores of Tom, Jeny, and Logi<^' 
By PiERpB Egak. Royal 8vo, cloth extra, with Spirited Coloured 
Illustrations by Cruiksiiank, hi. 

p"n for the Million: 

A Gathering of Choice 
Wit and Htunonr, Goal 
Things, and Sublime Non- 
sense, by Dickens, Jeb- 
HOLD, Sam Suck, Chas. 
H. Ross, Hood, Theo- 
dore Hook, MarkTwain, 
Brough, Colman, Titus 
A. Brick, and a Host of 
other Humourists. Wilh 
Pictures by Matt Mok- 
CAN, Gilbert, Nast, 
Thompson, Cruikshask, 
Jun., Brunton, fie In 
■ (cap. 4to, profiisdy iUuS' 

traced, with picture wrap- 
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SOO/rS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO *■ WltTDUS. 19 
Walk up 1 Walk up 1 amd skk the 

Fools' Paradise; with the Many Wonder- 

M AdT«ntares there, as seen in the strange, snrprising 
PEEP^HOW OF PROFESSOR WOLLEY COBBLE, 

*■ Raree Showman these Five-and-Twenty Years. 
Crown 4to, with nearly 200 immensely funny Pictures, all beautifully 
coloured, bound in extra cloth gill, price 7^. €d. 



A Second Series is how Ready, called 

FurtherAdventures in Fools' Paradise, 

with the Many Wonderful Doings, as seen in the 
PEEP-SHOW OP PROFESSOR WOLLEY OOBBLE. 
Crown 4to, with the Pietares beautifully Coloured, uniform with the 
First Sebjbs, in eitra doth gilt, price ^^.bd. 

THE OLD SHSEABBT. 

The Forest and the Field : Life and 

Adventure in Wild Africa, By the Old Shekabry. With Eight 

lUostrations. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, &r. 

•«• Tlu Auiknr hai' mdntamrid to raard hit im^aiiani tj semt of Ih^ 
tratdttl unuTj in tht world, as wili ai if Iki dnary twamps ^ Iki Easltnt 
teail b/ Eqi4atsrial AJruf. Iliia iaci of ittlttui inlcriil, isftciaUyJiitbeys. 

Wrinkles ; or, Hints to Sportsmen and 

Travellers upon Dress, Equipment, Armament, and Camp Life, 
By Ibe Old Skekakrv. A New Edition, with Ulostmlions. Small 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, ds. 
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90 BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO 6- JVINDUS. 

The Genial Showman ; or, Show Life 

in the New World. Adventures with Artemns Ward, and the Story 
of his Life. By £, P. Kingston. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, Illus- 
trated by Bkunton, cloth extra, 7j. 6</. 

BTI8KIH AND ORUIESHANK. 

German Popular Stories. Collected by 

the Brothers Grimm, and Translated by Edgar Taylor. Edited 
by John Ruskin. With 22 Illustrations after the inimitable 
designs of Gborgb Cruikshank. Both Series complete. Square 
crown SvOy 6j. hd,\ gilt leaves, 71. 6^ 

%* TJuu art tk* dtsigng wkieh Mr. Xmskin kaspraisedso highly ^flacimg ikem 
*ar abev€ all Cruikth a n k 't other wcrks iff a similar character. 

Gesta Romanorum ; or, Entertaining 

Stories, invented by the Monks as a Fireside Recreation, and com- 
monly applied in their Discourses fixnn the Pulpit. A New Edition, 
with Introduction by Thomas Wright, Esq., M.A., F.S.A. Two 
Tols. large fcap. 8vo, printed on fine ribbed paper, l&r. 

Gladstone's (Rt. Hon. W. E.) Speeches 

on Great Questions of the Day during the last Thirty Years. Col- 
lated widi the best public reports. Royal i6mo^ paper covers is, 4//. - 
cloth extra, is, lod, 

VSRS DS SOCI^TiS. 

Golden Gleanings from Poets of the 

Nineteenth Oentury: Tennyson, Browning, Swinburne, 
RossETTi, Jean Ingelow, Hood, Lytton, and very many others. 
Edited by H. Cholmondeley-Pennell, Author of ** Puck on P^;a- 
sus." Beautifully printed, and bound in cloth, extra gilt, uniform 
with the ** Golden Treasuiy of Thought." ^s. 6d. [Neagfy ready. 

Golden Treasury of Thought. The Best 

Encyclopaedia of Quotations and El^rant Extracts, firom Writers of 

all Times and all Countries, ever formed. Selected and Edited by 

Theodore Taylor, Author of "Thackeray, the Humourist and 

Man of Letters," " Story of Charles Dickens' Life." Crown 8vo, 

very handsomely bound, doth gilt, and gilt edges, Is. 6d. 

^J* An attem/t to put into the hands of the reader and student a mere varied 
etna complete collection of the lest thoughts 0/ the best authors than, had before 
heen made. It is not everybody who can get the original morhs front whisM the 
exttvuts are tahen, while a hooh such as this is within the reach ofall, and can- 
not be oi>ened without Jinding something worth reading, and in most cases wcrik 
re memoering. 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CffATTO &• WINDUS. 

The Great Oondie, and the Period of 

the Fronde : An Historical Sketch. By Walter FitzPatrick, 
Second Edition, in 3 vols. Svo, cloth eilia, 15J. 

"A TCiy a^Reablc^ Uustwttrthy, and readable akcLclt of a famolK jnaD."— 
"iAi. FLoPatriclt tM given ui a hislory thai is pleasant to resd; his iP^le i 

hiiUricallv and wnSil."— Tahiti, 

"Theiketchei at [he chuaclenand careei 

lilunesi. "— iVfrTUBf ' Au(^ 

Greenwood's (James), Wilds of 

London. With a Full Account of the Natires : being Descriptive 
Sketches, from the Personal Observations and Experiences of the 

Writer, of Remarkable Scenes, People, and Places in London. By 
Jambs Greenwood, the "Lambeth Casual." Crown Svo, cloth, 
extra gilt, with Illustrations, 6j. \Prifaring. 

Grose's Dictionary of the Vulgar 

Tongue- t7S;. A genuine anmulilated Reprint of the Fiist Edi- 
tion. Quarto, bound in half-Roxburghe, gilt top, price &. 
*(" OhIj aimaJl Htimher of ep^ri of tMu zitty vuiear, bulvtry cwisutt^ook 
llatnbmfri<tUd,ftrlluCoUicletso/" Slrttl WonU" and Cotli^KiaUnmi, 

Companion to "The Sbcket Out." 

Hanky-Panky. A New and Wonderful 

- ■ ' •• " ■" ■ ' "'sit Difficult Tricks, White 

all those startling Deceptions 

"Hanky-Panky." Edited by W. H. 

Creuek, of Regeal Street. With nearly 300 lUosCrations. Crown 
Svo, doth extra, price 4J. (<d. 

Hatton's (Jos.) 

Kites and Pigeons. A 
most amosiag Novelette. 
With Illustration sbyLiN LSY 
Saugoukne, of "Punch." 
Fcap. Svo, illustrated wrap- 



Hawthorne's^ 

English and Am eric an _ 
Note Books. Edited, ^ 
with an Introduction, by^ 
UoNCttKB D. Conway. 5 



■/. ; in cloth, I. 
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ti SOOXS PUSUSHED BY CHATTO 4* WINDZ/ S. 

Hall's (Mrs. 8. O.) Sketches of Irish 

OharMMr. With DonicrDiu lUuttnCioni on St«d and 'Wood, by 
D4MIII. Macuss, R.A., Sir JOHN Gilbbkt, W. Haktxt, ana 
a Ckuikshank. ftro, PPL 450, doth extn, 7* W. 



"Tbt Iiuli ikdelici of Itiu lady rcKoililf UiM^iUbrd'i bsnitiAil Kn^ih 
kMchn b 'Our ^illue,' but Ihey m bi non wsmu ud iHctuKiqtie mai 



Hans Breitmann's Ballads. By J. G. 

Lbund. The Complete Work, from tbf Author't revited EdidoD. 
RoTSl l6mt>, paper cover, \s. ; in cloth, ». 6d. 

Hollingshead's "Plain English." By. 

John Holuhgshbad, of the Guct; Theotie. Crovn Sro, Oliu* 
trated cover, 11. [Pr^ariKg. 
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BOOICS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO &• WINDVS. 23 

Hone's Scrap-Books : The. Miscellaneous 

Writings of William Hohe,' Author of "The Table-Bool," 
"Everj-Day Book," and the "Year Book;" b^ing asnpplemeBtarjr 
volume to those works. Now first collected. WilhNotes, Poitrails, 
and Dumeioiu lUuslrations of curious and eccentric objects. Crovn 
Zva, cloth extra, ^s. 6d. IPrefarii^. 

THE HOST COKFLKTS HOOIBTH EVEB POBLISHm 



Hogarth's Works : with Life and Anecdotal 

Descriptions of the Pictures, by John Ireland and John Nichols. 
The Work includes 150 Engravings, redaced in exact facsimile of 
th« Original Plates, specimens of which have now become v*n 
SCUM. The whole in Three Series, 8vo, cloth, pit, zv. 6d. Eiuib 
series is, however. Complete in itself, and is sold separately at . 

Hogarth's Five Days' Frolic; or, Pere- 
grinations by Land and Water. Illustrated with Tinted Drawings, 
made by Hogarth and Scott during the Journey. 410, beautifi3ly 
printed, cloth, extra gilt, loi. &/. 
*** A £rafAu mhJ mfiii txlrturdinary ficiurr of tht hearty Emglisk iimtt 

in tMtk tirtl iKtrrf artiili livfj. 
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S4 BOOICS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO ^ WINDOS. 
OUTSB WSNDSLL HOLMES' WOBKa 

Holmes' Autocrsft of the Breakfast 

Table. An entirely New Edition of this FaTonrite Woik. Rojral 
161110, paper coTer, u.; in cloth, neat, u. td. 



Holmes' Poet at the Breakfast Table 

From January to June. Paper oover, \s. 



Holmes' Professor at the Breakfast 

Table. A Companion Volume to the *' Autocrat of the Break&st 
Table." Royal i6mo, paper cover, u. ; cloth neat, ix. 6^ 



Holmes' Wit and Humour. Delightful 

Verses, in the style of the elder Hood. Fcap. 8vo, illustrated 
wrappeTj 11. 



Hood's Whims and Oddities. The 

Entire WcMrk. Now issued Complete, the Two Parts in One Volume, 
with all the Humorous Designs. Royal i6mo, paper cover, \s, \ doth 
neat, 11. 6</. 

Hunt's (Leigh) Tale for a Chimney 

Oorner, and other charming Essajrs. With Introduction by Edmund 
Oluer, and Portrait supplied by the late Thornton Hunt. 
Royal i6mo, paper cover, ix. 4</. ; cloth neat, \s, ion/. 

Hunt's (Robert, F.R.S.) Drolls of Old 

Oornwall ; or, Popular Romances of the West of- £ng- 
lAND. New Edition, Complete in One Volume, with Illustra- 
tions by George Cruieshank. Crown 8vo, extra doth gilt» 
71. td, 
%* " Mr. Hunt's charming book on the Drolls and Stories of the West ei 

II ■ _ . - ^_^ — 

Josh Billings: His Book of Sayings. 

With Introduction by £. P. Kingston, Companion of Artemus 
Ward when on his '' Travels." Fcap. 8vo, illustrated cover, ix. 
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BOOKS PUBUSHED BY CHATTO &' WIHDUS. 



Jennings' (Hargrave) 

On* of tha Thirty. With curious lUus- 
tradoni. CiOvm Sro, cloth extra, lOr. 6i^. 

■* nrwuth tv*"" 



t*u/iifid earn trattiJ, nm Bt lit faiaiium n/l/u \ 
innaatU,naaiiHlhrfTastii/lluiiiillr, IkI rvcrr- \ 
xnluri eartynieirilAilllu mil Ihal/iUuftHyialiii. 

Jennings' (Hargrave) 

Tha Rasicrucians : Their Rites and 

Mysteries. With. Chapters on the Ancient Fire and Serpent 
WoishippcTs, sod ExpUnalioiu of the Mjrstic Symbols lepresented 
in the MoDnments and Talismans of the Primeval Philosophers. 
Crown 8to, cloth extra, wi^ alwut 300 Ulnstrations, lor bd. 

Jerrold's (Blanchard) Cent, per Cent. 

A Story Written on a Bill Sump. A New Edition. Fcap. giro, 
illustrated boards, is. \Naaiy ready. 

Jerrold's (Douglas) Brownrigg 

Papers: The Actress at the Duke's ; Baron von Boots; (%is- 
topher Snubb ; The Tutor Fiend and his Three Pupils; Papers of a 
Gentleman at Anns, &c. By Douglas Jerrold. Edited by his 
son, Blanchard Jebrold. Post Evo. Illustrated Iwards, 21. 
[Nearly rtady. 

Kalendars of Qwynedd. Compiled t>y 

EuWAKD Brbbsb, F.S.A. With Notes by William Watkih 
Edward Wynne, Esq., F.S.A, of Penairth. Demy 410, doth 
extra, 2&f. 

The Knovving Ones at Home. Stories 
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.a6 BOOXS PUBLISHED BY CHATTQ &• WINDUS. 

Lamb's (Charles) Essays of Elia. The 

Two Seriks, Complete in One Volume. Royal 16111a, muTonii 
with " Leigh Htmt'i Enajrs," paper cover, l/.j doth extra, u. 6^. 

Lamb (Mary & Charles) : Their Poems, 

Letters, and Remaini. Now fitsl collected, with Remiiiiscciices and 
Notes, by W. Carbw Hazlitt. With Hancock's Portnut of ih: 
Etsayitt, Facsimiles rif the Title-pafpi of the laie Fiist £(litioiis of 



Lamb's and Coleridge's Works, Facsniile of a Page of the Oiigimt 
MS. of the " Essay on Roast Fig," and nimierous Illustrations of 
Lamb's Favourite Hannts in London and the Suburbs. Crown 8to. 
cloth extra, price IOj. bd.; or, Lakgb-pafbs Copies (a limited 
number only printed), price 2ij. 

Life in London ; or, 

The Day and Nieht Scenes of Jenj 
HawthomandConntliialiToin. With 

THE WHOLE OF CRUIESHANE'S VERY 

Droll Illustrations, in CoIcur, 

after the Originals. Crown 8to, dolb 

eitis, ^t. &f. 

*,* Oiu rfVu mtiifefular ioalti rptr imid, 
and ^Im^iulid fy Tkitcktraf, vikt drcaUt mu 
tfkit "RtuHdAitHlPattri' * a dticHflim nfil. 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CHATTQ &• WINDUS. 27 

Literary Scraps. A Folio Scrap-Book of 

340 columns, wilh guards, for the reception of Cuttings from News- . 
papers, Extracts, Miscellanea, &c. A very useful book. In folio, 
bBlT-ioan, cloth sides, js. 6d. • 

Little Breeches, and other Pieces (Pike 

County Ballads). By Colonel John Hay. Foolscap 8vo, illus- 
trated cover, u. 6d. 

The Little London Directory of 1677. 

The Oldest Printed List of the Merchants and Bankers of London. 
Reprinted from the Rare Original, with an Introduction by John 
Camden Hotten. i6mo, binding after theoriginal, 61. bd, 

Henry Wad sworth Longfellow's Prose 

Works, Complete, including his 
Stories and Essays, " Oulre-Mcr," 
"Hyperion," "l^vanagh," "Drift- 
wood," "On the Poets and Poetry 
•f Europe," now for the first time 
collected. Edited, with an Introduc- 
tion, by the Author of "Tennyson- 
■iana." With Portrait and Illustra- 
tions, drawn by Valentine W. 
Bkoulev. 800 pages, crown Svo, 
doth gilt. Is. bd. 



iider viittfindHatn 
'.Pr-ulVriliHgtii 

uu A» additienal 
( and PBtfry sf Eux-r-, 

" Dr^vuei,' art new firtt inlmducid ts llu Engliih ptiblic. 



Ltne/illtn^i f 

Ifl^lrU tvtr iuutd ix tkii cnKHtiy, "Onlrt- 

Mtr' ttniaini A» additienal chatttrt, ralarfd /rem fAr firil idilwn; v 

" Tit PttU and PBtfry sf Eunpt.' and tkt lillU ctlUcliBn tf Shttdui inti 



Lost Beauties oftheEngtish Language. 

An Appeal to Authors, Poets, Clergymen, and Public Speakers, 
By Charles Mackay, LL.D. Crown Svo, doth extra, &r, dd. 



Madre Natura uerei/sThe 

Mijioch of Fashion. By Luke LiM- 

NBK. With 32 Illustrations by the Author. 
Fourth Edition, revised corrected and 
enlarged. Crown Svo, cloth extra gilt, 
ted ^ges, price «, (>d. 



I 

^^A ■■Agr«.Uy mjinrn „d uninni 

^*>^^ CDmmaa unte and crudicien are bn 

^V the lubjecu diicuucd ID xt'—Lanal. 
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The Log of the Water Lily, during Three 

Crniiei on toe Rhine, Necku, Mtin, Moielle. Danube, Saone, uif 
Rhona B7 R. B. MANsriCLD, B.A. Ulottnted bj Auxed 
Thompson, B. A. Filth Edition, icriMd and comidenUr Elnlai^ed. 
Crown 8to, doth extra, gilt, '5/. 

COMFAKION TO "TM» SKCBET OOT." 

The Magician's Own Book. Ample 

Inttmcttons ^r Fofonnances with Caps and Balls, Eggs, Hats, 
HandkecchieTi, Ac All from Actual Experience. Edited \>j W. H. 
C»MRB, of R^ent Street Cloth extra, 300 lUnstratiotis, 4^. id. 

Magna Charta. An exact Facsimile of the 

Origin^ Document, pmerved in the British Museum, -wtrj carefdnf 



in Gold and Colonra. A.D. 1115. PHcesj.; or, handsomely fauncd 
and elated, in carved oak, of an antique pattem, au. fid. 
A rail Tranilation, with Notes, has been prepared, price 6d. 



KHTHUELT HEW aAlCHa. 



The Merry Circle, and How the Visitors 

were entertained daring Twdve Pleasant Evenings. A Book of 

New Intellectnal Games and Amusements. Edited by Mrs. Ciaka 

Brllbw. Crown Svo. numerous Illustrations, doth extra, 4^. bd. 

*«* AMtJtetUmt bapk tc eeiuull h^6n giit^ tt mat tvtnvtg pmriy. 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO &• WINDUS. 39 

MARK TWAIN'S WORKS. 

AUTHOR'S CORRECTED EDITIOH. 

Mark Twain's Choice Works. Revised 

and Corrected by the Antbor. With a life, a Portrait of the Author, 
tuod numerous Illostnuioas. 700 pages, cloth gitt, 7J. 6^. 



Mark Twain's Inno- 

oad : The Vowe OuL 
doth, fine tonea paper, 
r fcap. 8vo, illustmled 



cents Abroad : The Vowe OuL 
Crown 8vo, doth, fine tonea paper, 






Mark Twain's New 



Mark Twain's Bur- 
lesque Autobiography, First 

Meduevai Romance, and on Children. Fcap. Svo, illustrated cover, 6^. 

Mark Twain's Eye-Openers. A Volume 

of immensely Funny Sayings, and Stories that will bring a smile npon 
the gruffest countenance. Fcap. Svo. illustrated wrapper, \s. 

MarkTwain's Jumping Frog, and other 

HniDoroiu SIcetdies. Fcap. Svo, illntlrated cover, u. 

Mark Twain's Pleasure Trip on the 

Continent of Europe. (The "Innocents Abroad" and "New 
Pilgrim't Progress " in One Volume.) 500 pages, paper boards, ai.; 
or in doth, w. 6d. 

Mark Twain's Practical Jokes ; or, 

Mirth with Artemns Ward, and other Papers. By Mark Twain, 
and other Humorists. Fcap. Svo, illustrated cover, i^. 

MarkTwain's Screamers. A Gathering 

of Delidous Bits and Short Stories. Fcap. Svo, illnstrated cover, i^. 
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Mayhew's London Characters : lUus- 

trmtions of the Humour, Pathos, and Peculiarities of London Life. 
B/ Heney Mayhsw, Author of " London Labour and the Londoii 
Poor/' and other Writers. With nearly loo graphic UlnstnLtions. 
Crown 8vo, doth gilt, about 500 pages, 6x. 

Monumental Inscriptions of the West 

Indies, from the Earliest Date, with Genealogical and Historical 
Annotations, &c, from Original, Local, and other Sources. Blns- 
trative of the Histories and Gen«dogies of the Seventeenth Centniy, 
the Calendars of State Papers, Peeiages, and Baronetages. 'With 
Engiayings of the Arms of the principal Families. Chiefly collected 
on the spot by the Author, Capt. J. Jti. Lawrsnce-Archkr. One 
volume, demy 4to, about 300 pages, cloth extra, 21/. 

Mr. Brown, on the Goings-on of Mrs. 

Brown at the Tichbome Trial, &c. Fcap. 8 vo^ illustrated cover, u. 

Mr. Sprouts: His Opinions. Fcap. 8vo, 

illustrated cover, \s» 

* 

Uniform with "Tom D'Urfey's Pills." 

Musarum Del ic ids; or, The Muses' Re- 
creation, 1656 ; Wit Restor'd, 1658 ; and Wit*s Recreations, 1640. 
The whole compared with the originals ; with all the Wood Engrav- 
ings, Plates, Memoirs, and Notes. A New Edition, in 2 volumes, 
post 8vo, beautifully printed on antique ' laid paper, and bound in 
antique boards, 2iJ. A few Large Paper copies have been prepared, 
price 35J. 

*«* Of the Potts of the Restoration, ikere are mme whose works are mere rare 
than those if Sir John Mennis and Dr. y antes Smith. The small volume entitled 
" Musarum Deliciee ; or^ The Muse^ Kecteation^* which contains the prodt€ciions 
^ these two friends t was not accessible to Mr. Freeman when he compiled his 
** Kentish Poets,** and has since become so rare that it is onlyfoundin the cabinets 
tfjhe curious. A reprint of the " Musarum DeUcia" together tuith several other 
Itindred pieces of the period^ appeared in 1817, forming two volumes of Facetite, 
edited by Mr. E. Dubois, author of*^ The Wreath^* ^c. These volumes havingik 
turn become exceedingly scarce ^ the Publishert venture to put forth the present new 
edition, in which, while nothing has been omitted, no pains have been spared to 
render it more confute and elegant than any that has yet appeared. The type, 
plates, and woodcuts of the originals have been accurately followed ; the nates oj 
the Editor if iBij are considerably augmented, and indexes higoe been culded, 
together with a portrait of Sir John Mennis, from a painting by Vandyke in Lord 
Clarenden^s Collection, 
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The Mystery of Mr. E. Drood. An 

Adaptation. By Orpheus C. Kerr. Fcap. 8\rOy illustnited 
cover, IS. .' 

The Mystery of the Good Old Cause: 

Sarcastic Notices of those Members' of the Long Parliament that 
held Places, both Civil and Military, contrary to the Self-denying 
Ordinance of April 3, 1645 ; with the Sums of Money and Lands 
they divided among themselves. Small 4to, half-morocco, yj. 6^. 

Never Caught in Blockade-Running. 

An exciting book of Adventures during the American Civil War. 
Fcap. 8vo, illustrated cover, i j. 

Nuggets and Dust, panned out in Cali- 
fornia by DoD Grile. Selected and edited by J. Milton Sloluck. 
A new style of Humour and Satire. Fcap. 8vo, illustrated cover, u. 

*•* If Afiemus Ward may be considered the D<niglas yerrold.cmd Mark 
Twain the Sydney Smith of Americei^ Dod Grile will rank as their Dean Swift. 

ARTHTTB O'SHAUGHNESSY'S POEMS. 

Music and'Moonlight: Poems and Songs. 

By Arthur 0*Shaughnessy, Author of "An Epic of Women." 
Fcap. 8vo, doth extra, *js, 6d. 



An Epic of Women, and other Poems. 

By Arthur O'Shaughnessy. Illustrated by J. T. Nettleship. 
Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo, doth extra, dr. 

" Of the formal art of poetry he £9 in many senses quite a master ; his metres are 
not only good, — they are his own, and often of an invention most felicitous as well 
as careful." — Academy. 

** With its quaint title awid quaint illustrations, ' An Epic of Women * will be a 
rich treat to a wide circle of admirers." — Atheneeum. 

** Many oC his verses are exceedingly beautiful ; like a delicious pxelody." — 
Examiner. 

The Old Prose Stories whence Tennyson's 

"Idylls of the King" were taken. By B. M. Ranking. Royal 
l6mo, paper cover, is. ; cloth extra,- is. 6d. 
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Napoleon III., the Man of His Time; 

from Cuicatnj«b Part I. Th^ Stobv OF THi Life of Napo- 
leon IlL, utold bfj. M. Haswill. 



Fart II. Tub Same S iory, as lold by the Popular Cajiica- 
TURES of the put Thir^-live Yeai^ Crown 8vo, with Colooied 
Frontispiece and over lOo Caricalnies, 400 pp. , 7^ fid. 
*,* Ttu sijict sf lUi Wtr* is ic ran Bulk Sidts af Ou SlsTf. TJa Arlitt kat 

full mrrl*J rmtirr rrttmd a/ CeniiMntal aiulEHgliih Caricatuni /sr tit iatt 
tiirJ Bf a cninTj, and a vtry inttralixf heek it Ikt rrntlt. 

Original Lists of Persons of Quality; 



Pressed ; ind otheis who went from Great Britain to the AmeritaJl 
Plantations, 1600-1700. With their Ages, the Localities where they 
formerly Lived in the Mother Conntry, Names of the Ships in 
which they embarked, and other interesting particulars. From 
MSS. prcserred in the State Paper Department of Her Majesty's 
Public Record Office, England. Edited by John Caudkn 
HoTTBN. A very handsome Tolume, crown 410, cloth gilt, 700 pages, 
3IA 6d. A few Large Paper copies have been printed, price 501. 
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THE OLD DRJLUAHSTB. 

Ben Jonson's Works. With Notes, Criti- 
cal and Eip1aiiatoi7, and %. Biqfr&phical Memur bj William 
GiFFOBD. Edited by Lieut. -Col. Francis Cunningham. Com- 
plete in 3 vols., ciown Svo, PortiaiL Cloth, 6f. each; clollt gill, 
fo. bd. each. 

George Chapman's Plays, Complete, from 

the Original Quaitos. With an Introducbou by Ai^Erhon Chables 

Swinburne. Crown Svo, Pottnut. Cloth, dr. ; doth gilt, 6r. (td. 

[JVftarly reedy. 

Christopher Marlowe's Works: In- 

eluding his Translations. Edited, with Notes and Introduction, 
by Lieut. -tiol. F- Cunningham. Crown Svo, Portrait. Cloth, 6r.; 
cloth gilt, 6t. &i 

Philip Massinger's Plays. From the 

Text of Wm. Giffokd. With the addition of the Tragedy of 
" Believe as You List." Edited by Lieut,-CoL Francis Cunnin(j- 
HAU. Crown Svo, PortraiL Cloth, 6j. ; doth gilt, 61. ftd. 

Parochial History of the County of 

Cornwall. Compiled from tne best authorities, and corrected and 
improved from actual survey. 4 vols. 4to, cloth extra, jf^3 3^. the 
set ; or, separatdy, the first three volnmes, i&f. each ; the fotirth 
volume, iS^. 

Companion to " Gossans' Heraldsy." 

The Pursuivant of Arms; 

or, Heraldiy founded upon Facts. A 
Popular Guide to the Science of Heraldry, 
By J. R. Pi.ANCHe, Esq., F.S.A., 
Somerset Herald. To which are added, 
Essays on the Badges of the Houses of 
Lancaster and York, A New Edition, 
enlarged and revised by the Author, illus- 
trated with Coloured Frontispiece, live 
full-page Plates, and about zoo Illustra- 
tions. Crown Svo, beautifully bound in 
cloth, with Emblematic Deugn, extra gilt, 
^s. f>d. 
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'^. 



By tih* HRie Author. 

Modern Babylon, and other Poems. 

Snull crown 8*0, cloth exlm, gilt, \s. td. 

Policeman Y: His Opinions on War 

and the Mlllingtary. With IllustraCions by the Author, JuaN 
Edward Sodkn. Cloth, very neat, u. (mJ. ; in paptr, u. 

luFOBTANT TO ALL INTEKESTED IN MINES. 

The Practical Assayer: A Guide to 

Miners and Explorers. By Oliver North, of "The Field," 

"Minuig Jounutl," &c. With nnmerous Tables and UlustiatiTe 

Woodcuts. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, is. td. 

',' Tiit tetkgarti tUrtclisHt, m l*t fiaiiuti and tlm^ltil form, far aamrate 
Mliim and Ihi iattr mitaU »r ''t' clitaftsi, quUlttil, and t<il -mtOlBdi. 
Pmm iaIiTtiltd in mining frafrrtj ttiii ti inablidM /dlm^ng tht intlrMcliaiu 
PVtn, ttfvrm a loUvaMy corritt idea af IJu valnt of «tb. viikaul atty prmions 
lawmu^t 0/ aisaying; vAiU iff the yonne man intending iff seek kie ^/trtuiu 
abroad en mining tatmtriee it it indiiftinaiu. 
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"An Awfully Jolly Book for Pakties." 

Puniana; Thoughts 

Wi^ and Otberwise. By the 
Hon. HVGH Rowley. Best 
Book of Riddles and Puns 
ever rormed. With nearly 100 
exquisitely Fandful Drawings. 
Contains nearly 3000 of (he 
best Riddles, wd 10,000 most 
outrageous Puns, and is one of 
the most PopuUr Books ever 
issued. New Edition, snuU 
quarto, uniform with the 
" Bab BaUads." Price fu. 
" Enonoous burlesque — unap- ^ 

think Ihil very queer volume will be r 
a favourite. We thould luggeM that. 

credit with cne youag holiday peopLe, it would be good policy to iavett in the book 
and doLe it out bf imtOimtBU. -Jalunlaj Jtmni, 

ASecond Series of Puniana: Containing 

nearly icx> beautifully executed Drawings, and a splendid Collection 
of Riddles and Puns, fully equal to those in the First Volume. Small 
4to, unifoim with the First aeries, cl. gt., gt- edges, 6s.{Prfparing; 

Private Book of Useful Alloys and 

Memoranda for Goldsmiths and Jewellers. By James E. 
Collins, C.E. Royal i6mo. 3J. 6rf. Invaluablt to the Tradt. 
Uniform with "Wonderful Charaijtkrs." 

Remarkable Trials and Notorious 

Characters. From "Half-Hanged Smith," 1700, to Oxford, who 
shot at the Queen, 1E40, By Capuin L. Benson. With spirited 
foil-page Engravings by PHIZ, fivo, 550 pages, 71. fid, 
%■ A ComfUU Liirarr 1^ Srnxaliat Liltralun t Tlitrw ari pltti tntmgli kett 
loprodxet a kiirtdrtd'* txaiing" ^fftrUy artd at itasi Jivt kstndrtd "/owf/k/" 
Magmtim Stfftiii. Tht bock lojV/ bt apprnutltd 6y all rfojUrt wfmu taiU tit* m 

Uniform with "The Turf, Chase, and Road." 

Reminiscences of the late Thomas 

Assheton Smith, Esq. ; or. The Pursuits of an English Country 
Geatleman. By Sir J. E. EaXDLKY Wiluot, Bart A New and 
Revised Edition, with Steel-plate Portrait, and plain and coloured 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, cloth extra, Jt. 6d, 

74 &• 7S. PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CHATTO *• WINDUS. 
aUBTAYS DOKfi'S DBSIQNa 



The Works of Rabelais. Faithfully trans- 
lated firom the French, with varionica Notes, and nnmerous charac- 
teiisdc lUnstrations by GvsTAVS DORt. Crown Svo, cloth extii, 
700 pages. Fhce It. bd. 

Roll of Battle Abbey ; or, A List of the Prin- 

cip*l WirrioTS who omc over from Nonnuidj with William the 
Conqueror, and Settled in this Coantrjr, A.D. 1066-7. CareiiiUj 
drawn, and printed on line plate paper, nearly three feet by two 
feet, with the Arms of the principal Barons elaboialely embb^oned 
in Gold and Colours. Price y. \ or, handsomelj framed in carved 
oak of an antique pattern, 2Zt. bd. 

Roll of Oaerlaverock: the Oldest Heraldic 

Roll ; including the Original Anglo-Norman Poem, and an English 
Translation of the MS. in the Brilish Museum. B; Thohas 
Wright, M.A. The Aims emblamned in gold and colours. In 
4to, very handsomely printed, extra gold cloth, w. 
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Rochefoucauld's Reflections and 

Moral Maxims. With Introductory Essay by Sainte-Beuve, and 
Explanatory Notes. Royal l6mo, el^;antly printed, \s, ; cloth 
neat, u. dd* 



Roman Catholics in the County of 

York in 1604^ Transcribed from the Original MS. in the Bodleian 
Library, and Edited, with Genealogical Notes, by Edward Pea- 
cock, F.S.A., Editor of "Army Lists of the Roundheads and 
Cavaliers, 1642." Small 4to, handsomely printed and bound, 15J. 

•*• Gtnealogistt and Antiquaries will fird much new and curious matter in 
this work. An elaborate Index refers to every name in the volume, among which 
tviil be found many of the highest local interest. 




' ^ 

Ross's (Chas. H.) Unlikely Tales and 

Wrong-Headed Essays. Fcap. Svo, with numerous quaint and 
amusine Illustrations, is. 



amusing Illustrations, is. 

Ross's (Chas. H.) Story of a Honey- 
moon. A New Edition of this charmingly humorous book, 
with numerous Illustrations by the Author. Fcap. Svo, picture 
boards, 2s. 

School Life at Winchester College ; 

or. The Reminiscences of a Winchester Junior. By the Author of 
"The Log of the Water Lily;" and "The Water Lily on the 
Danube." Second Edition, Revised, Coloured Plates, 7^. 6d. 

Shaving Them; or, The Adventures of 

Three Yankees. By Titus A, Brick. Fcap. Svo, illustrated cover, ix. 
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THB KUKP PAIIZJ41CBHT. 

The Rump; or. An Exact Collection of 

the chtHccM Poems and Songs reUtii^ to the htc Times, and 
CDUtinncd bj the most eminent Witt; from Anno 1639 to t66i. A 
Pacximilc Reprint of the lue Original Edition (Lotidon, l66z), with 
FroDtiipicce uid EneniTcd Title-page^ In a Tc4i., large fcap. 8to, 
printed 00 antique laid paper, made eipresstf for the wi^, snd bosnd 
m antique boanU, \^t. bd. ; or, LaACK-pafEk Cofiis, 301. 

\Neariji Ttadj. 

BalliUimm4 CmniltrrStnri, m mil lit trimc^al imadiKit sf IMr rrmi Cilrii War, 
Hi TtimI ^ Strtjf^d, iJa UmrlT'lUm «' KiHf CiMrln, tin C«mimrMmr^i*. 
CnrmwitU, Pjnm, lit SnaiMtadi, trt. Jl mas firm imcA Mt^lrrimlt IMal LarJ 
" ' - ■• •- ■ ^ ....-.,.■. . , -^„^ ottMt lixUntlk 

kr gnerul rradtr, iluu 

The Secret 

Out ; ot. One Thousand 
Tricks with Caids, and 
other Recreations ; with 
Enlertiiniog Eiperiments 
in Diswing Room or 
' "WhiteMagic." Bythe 
Author of the " Magi- 
cian's Own Book." Edited 
brW. H. CiiEMKK, Jun., 
of R^ent Street. With 
300 Engnvings. Crowa 
8vo, doth, 4J. 61/. 
.•UmUTllitHiUa/"ZjMa- 



lantb-ua Siimianl Mmfie Betk with ait Fm^mnd 



Sheridan's (Richard Brinsley) Com- 

pletft Works, with Life and Anecdotes. Including his Dramatic 
Writings, printed from the Original Editions, his wotks in Prose 
and Poetry, Translations, Speeches, Jokes, Puns, &c ; with a Collec- 
tion of Sheridaniana. Crown Svo, cloth gilt, with Pi^rtrBita and 
Illnatratiang, •}!. fid. 

Shirley Brooks' Amusing Poetry. A 

Selection of Humoroni Veisefrom all the Best Writers. Edited, with 
a Preface, by Shi&lby Bkooks, Editor of Ptmck. A New Edition, 
in fcap. Svo, cloth extra, gilt, and gilt edge*, 3r. 61/. 
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Shelley's Early Life. From Original 

Sources. With Curious locideats. Letters, and Writings, now 
First Published or Collected, By Dknis Florence Mac-Carthy. 
Cheaper Edition, crown EJvo, with Illustrations, 440 pages, ^s. &/. 
*.■ Tit fotl'i fciilical famfkUli, adsocaiutg Haim Rttit aiid etktr rigkit, 
art kirtjor llitfint limt gnrn ik * csllttUd /arm. 

VHZ! POOKXT SHZIiXiBT. 



Shelley's Poetical Works. Now First 

Reprinted from the Author's Original Editions. In Two Series, the 
First containing " Queen Mab " and the Early Fonns ; the Second, 
" Laon and Cythna, "The Cend," and Later Poems. In royal 
i6mo, thick volumes. Priceof the First Series, u. %d. illustrated 
cover, u. id. cloth extra; S ECO KD Series, \i. Sd. illustrated cover, 
XI. zd. doth 'e](tra. 

rte Tiird Siries, campUling the Work, wUl tkoiily be ready, 

CHARLES DIOSENS' EARLT SEBTOHEa 

Sketches of Young Couples, Young 

Ladies and Young Gentlemen. Bji "Quiz" (Charles Dickbns). 
With iS Sleel.plate lUuGtrations by "PHU" (H. K. Brownb). 
Crown 8to, cloth gilt, ^r. (td. 

74 *■ 7S. PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 



40 BOOKS PUBLISHED Br CHATTO &• WIJi^DUS. 

Signboards : Their History. With Anec- 
dote* of Funou* Tareroi and Remukible Clnncters. By Jaco* 
Lakwood and JOHN Camdkn HomN. Stvurru Edition. 
Crown 8»o, dolh ertim, 580 pp., V. W. 



"tlii iiatrurOBtho put of ■ nricwcr to ncVoultlie plums of u ■niboT'i book, 
wero ever 10 niAlicioii^tv Lodiacd. we could not m the pmeflt Liulance pick out all 
lodeFir the matt whokulc de[nd*tiaB.'— 7<t< Tima. 



The Slang Dictionary: 

Etymological, Historical, and Anecdotal. 
An Entiuhlv New Editiow, revised 
throughout, and considerably Enlarged, 
containing upwards of a tfaoosand more 
words I linn the last: edition. Crown Sso, 
with Cuiious Illustrations, cloth extra, 
fu. 6d. 
"Valn»U« H a woA ot referoKe." — SattrrJttj 



A KEBFSAES TOS aUOEBBS. 

The Smoker's Text-Book. By J. Hamer, 
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WXST-END LIFE AND DOtNaS. 

The Story of the London Parks. By 

Jacob Larwood. With numerous Illustrations, Coloured and 
Plain. In One thick Volume, ciowa 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, ^s. bd. 



OHAHMnra hew tbatbl-booe. 



Summer Cruising in the South Seas. 

Bf Charles Warren Stoddard. With nearly Thirty Engrav- 
ings on Wood, drawn by Wallis Mackay, Crown 8vo, cloth, 
extra gilt, ^s. 6d. 

stytt moot 10 ftrfiniar l^ " 7 
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AIAJXRHON OHASUBB S WIMB O B HE'S WOBES. 

Swinburne's Atalanta in Calydon. 

New Edition. Foolmp 8vo, price 6j. 



Swinburne's Bothwell. A New Poem. 

[/« preparatiom. 

Swinburne's Chastelard. A Tragedy. 

New Edition. Piioe 71. 



Swinburne's Poems and Ballads. 

New Edition. Price 9*. 

Swinburne's Notes on his Poems, 

sod on the Beviewt which have ftppcsred apon them. Price \s. 

Swinburne's Queen Mother and Rosa- 
mond. New Edition. Foolscap 8vo, price 51. 



Swinburne's Song of Italy. Foolscap 

Svo, toned paper, doth, price 31, 6rf. 

Swinburne's William Blake: A Critical 
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WILLIAM OOUBB'S BEST WOBS. 

Dr. Syntax's Three Tours. With the 

WHOLE OF ROWLANDSOn'S VERY DROLI. FULL-PAGB ILLUSTRA- 
TIONS, IN Colours, aftbr tkb Original Drawings. Com- 
prisii^ the well-knowD Tours — 

I. In Search of the Picturesque. 
3. In Search of Consolation. 
3. In Search of a Wife. 
The Thne Sedes Complete and Unabridged, with a I.iTe of the 
Author by John Camdkn Hottbn. 8vo, clolh extra, gilt, in one 
handsome Tolome, price 71. bd. 

',* OntufOt mail atnuiing ami langkaUi i,wtl mrft i t SJ M. 

A Smaller Edition, with Eight Coloured Plates, the text complete, 
price y. 6ti. 

Taylor's History of Playing Cards. 

With Sixty curious Illustrations, 550 pp., price ji/td. 



*.■ AiKittd and MtJtm GMmis, CimjunHt, FertmU'Ttlliar, end Card Sharp- 
ing, GamiliHgaxdCatciaaHm, Cartomamcr, Old dtming-Himm, Curd RrBlit 
and Blind HoiAr/, PUgtuland y%net-tt-»n, WlutI and CrSiiaet. Trala, O-c. 

Theseus; A Greek Fairy Legend. 

Illustrated, in aaeries of Designs in Gold and Sepia, by John Movk 
Smith. With descriptive texU Oblong folio, price 71. W. 
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Thackerayana. Notes l| 

■Dd Anecdotes illostratiTe <£ Sane 
uid Chancters in the Wcrks frf Wn- 
LiAH Makepeace Thackbrat. VTiili 
ueulj Four Hondnd IllnstntioDS, 
colmued and plain. In Sro, miloiii i 
with the libnir; Edition of hix wort^ ' 
^^. 6d. [Nairlymdj. 

Theodore Hook's 

Choice Humorous WorlcSiwiitih^ 
Ludicrous Adventures, BoDs-moIs, Piuu, 
■nd Hoixei. With a new LiTe of III! 
Author, Portraits, Facsiuilis, hA 
Illustrations. Ct. 8to, 6oo ptgev 
doth extn, -jr. 6d. 

*,' " Ai ■ wit ud homoariit of tbe tii^ieit ads 
his name will be pr«ervcd. Hit political s^ 
and Jrmjr ^ttfriiy when the hour coohs ftr ai- 



Theodore Hook's Ramsbottom 

Papers. Twenty-nbe Lette rs, complete- Fcap. 8to, iUust. cover, it 
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Timbs' Clubs and Club Life in L cn- 

don. With Anecdotes of its Famous Co??ee Houses, Hostel- 
RiES, and Taverns, By John Timbs, F.S.A. New Edition, 
with NUUEROUS Illustrations, drawn expressly. Crown 8va, 
cloth extra, 600 pages, •]!. id. 

'.* A Cumfamiiat to " Th* HUlarf ^ SigH-Bsardl." It aiimndt in giuunt 
ilmnqfllu Blue StDcldng, KitKat, Beef Soak, Robio Hood, Uohocki, Scrlblcni<, 
Om o'aoc'k.tkcCiy'A, and kimdriibii/oHtrCltiit; togrHrr^aiTam%Dick'i, 
BulBn',, Ned's, WLII% andtki/amnu Cqgii Ho^n of Ik. Uit etntmrj. 

Timbs' English Eccentrics and Ec- 

csntricities. Stories of Wealth aod Fashion, Delusions, Impos- 
tores and Fanatic Missions, Strange Sights and Sporting Scenes, 
Eccentric Artists, Theatrical Folks, Men of Letleis, &c. By John 
Times, F.S.A. An entirely New Edition, with numerous Illustra- 
tions. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 600 pages, yj. td. [Nearly rtady. 
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Victor Hugo's Les Miserables: Fan- 
tine. Now first published in an English IVansladon, compile and 
unabridged, with the exception of a few advisable omissions. Post 
8vo, illustrated boards, 2f. 

" This work hat lomethimg more than the beauties of an exquisite styie or the 
word-compelling power of a literary Zeu« to recommead it to the tender care of a 
distant posterity : in dealing with all the emotions, passions, doubts, fears, which go 
to make up our common humanity, M. Victor Hugo has stamiyd upon c re xy page 
the Hall-mark of genius and the loving natience and conscientious Caboor oS a true 
artist But the merits of ' Les MisAraoles* do not merely consist in the ocmceptiaa 
of it as a whole : it abounds, page after page, with details of unequalled beauty.**— 
QtiarUriy RevUvt, 

The next volume, COSETTE AND MARIUS, is nearly ready. 

Vyner's Notitia Venatica: A Treatise 

on Fox- Hunting, the General Management of Hounds, and the 
Diseases of Dogs ; Distemper and Rabies ; Kennel Lameness, &c. 
Sixth Edition, Enlarged. By Robert C. Vyner. With spirited 
Illustrations in Colours, by Alksn, of Memo&ablk Fox- 
hunting Scenes. Royal 8vo, doth extra, 2ix. 

4 

*«* An tntirtly nmrn tditiom qf the best work om FoJC^Hutttin^. 



Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass. 

The Complete Work, precisely as issued by the Author in Washing- 
ton. A thick volume, ovo, green cloth, price ^, 

** Whitman is a poet who bears and needs to be read as a whole, and then the 
volume and torrent of his power carry the disfigurements along widi it and away. 
He is really a fine feUow."--^AaMiArrr f youmal. 

Warrant to Execute Charles I. An 

exact Facsimile of this important Document, with the Fifty-nine 
Signatures of the Regicides, and corresponding Seals, admirably 
executed on paper nuAe to imitate the original document, 22 in. by 
14 in. Price 2J. ; or, handsomely framed and glazed in carved oak 
of antique pattern, I4r. 6d. 

Warrant to Execute Mary Queen of 

Scots. The Exact Facsimile of this important Document, includ- 
ing the Signature of Queen Elizabeth and Facsimile of the Gxcat 
Seal, on tinted paper, made to imitate the Original MS. Price 
2J. ; or, handsomely framed and glazed in carv^ oak of antique 
pattern, 14J. 6d. 
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THS WATSRFOBD BOLL. 

Illuminated Charter-Roll of Water- 
ford, Temp. Richard II. 

•<i* Amorist the Corporation Munitnenis of the City of Waterford is Preserved 
an ancient Illuminated Roll, ofjp'eat interest and beauty, comprising all the early 
Charters and Grants to the City of IVatetford, from the time of Henry II. to 
Richard II. A full-length Portrait of each King, whose Charter is given — incltiding 
Edward III., when young, and again at an advanced age — adorns the margin. 
These Portraits, with the exceptitm of four which are smaller, and on one sheet of 
vellum, vary from eight to nine inches in length — some in armour, and some in 
robes of state. In addition to these are Portraits of an A rchbishop in full canonicals, 
of a Chancellor, and of many of the chief Burgesses of the City of Waterford, as 
well a^ singularly curiousPortraitsof the Mayors of Dublin, Waterford, Limerick, 
and Cork, j^gured for the most Part tn the quaint bipartite costume of the Second 
Richard's reign, though partakit^ of many of the peculiarities of that oj 
Edward III. A Itogetker this ancient "work of art is unique of its kindtn Ireland, 
and deserves to be rescued from^ oblivion, by the publication of the unedited Charters, 
and of facsimiles of all the Illuminations., The production of such a work would 
throw much light on the question of the art and social habits oJ the Anglo-Norman 
settlers in Ireland at the close of the fourteenth century. The Charters are, many 
of them, highly important from an historic point of view. 

The Illuminations have been accurately traced and coloured for the work from a 
copy carefully made, by permission of the Mayor and Corporation of Waterford, by 
the late George V. Du Noyer, Esq.,M.R.I.A. ; and those Charters which have not 
already appeared in print wiu be edited by the Rev. jfames Graves, A.B., 
M.R.I. A., Hon. Sec. Kilkenny and South-East of Ireland Archaological Society. 

The work will be brought out in the best manner, with en^ossed cover and 
characteristic title-page : and it will be put to press as soon as 250 subscribers are 
obtained. The price, in imperials^, is 30s, to subscribers, or 30s. to non-subscribers. 

■ - - — — - — 

Wonderful Characters : Memoirs and 

Anecdotes of Remarkable and Eccentric Persons of Every Age and 

Nation. From the text of Henry Wilson and James Caulfield. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Sixty-one full-page Engravings of 

Extraordinary Persons, 7^. 6d, 

*«* There are so manv curious matters discussed in this volume, that any Per* 
son who takes it up will not readily lay it down until he has read it through. 
The Introduction is almost entirely devoted to a consideration qf Pig-Faced 
Ladies, and the various stories concerning them. 

Wright's (Andrew) Court-Hand Re- 
stored ; or. Student's Assistant in Reading Old Deeds, Charters, 
Records, &c. Half Morocco, a New Edition, \os, 6d, 
%* The best guide to the reading of old Records, &»c, 

Wright's History of Caricature and 

the Urotesque in Art, in Literature, Sculpture, sCnd Painting, from 
the Earliest Times to the Present Day. By Thomas Wright, Esq., 
M. A. , F. S. A Profasely illustrated by Fairholt. Small 4to, cloth, 
extra gilt, red edges, 2is. 
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